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AUTHOR's PREFACE. 


F I thought I was writing for the 

public, I ſhould have given an ac- 
count of the motives that induced me to 
preſent it with the following hiſtory; but 
as theſe ſheets are intended wholly for 
my own uſe, I do not think I am ac- 
countable to any one. It 1s to my pa- 

r alone that I intruſt theſe adventures 
to be preſerved, tos refeſh my memory 
with upon occaſion; and the better to 
conceal them from my own country- 
men, I have written them in a language 
little underſtood amongſt us. What 
might appear a piece of affectation in 
any other country than this, is here 
more prudent than may he at firſt ima- 
gined. Every one knows how much 
our Portugueſe are addicted to ſuper- 
ſtition, and the great reſtraint we lie 
under from the — conſequent- 


_ Iy 


= 


* 
ly that one cannot be too much upon 
ones guard againſt both the one and 
the other. n 1 


J am not, however, under any ap- 
prehenſion that the judicial part of my 
readers will blame the deſign of this 
* work. We know that all the vices of 
| mankind owe a tribute to cenſure, and 
nothing but popular prejudice has hi- 
therto exempted a particular claſs of 
men from their ſhare in it, as they per- 
haps deſerve it more than the reſt; 1 
4 mean the monks and clergy of this 
kingdom, who have become ſo power- 
| ful and formidable amongſt us, that our 
neighbours have by way of deriſion 


| given us the name of, 2% kingdom of 
F monks. It is againft the vices of this 
et of men that I have chiefly levelled 
in this work; not from any animoſity or 
private pique to them, but from that 
3 general abhorrence which every honeſt 


man ought to have for wickedneſs where- 
ever he meets with it. And after all, I 

can ſee no reaſon for exempting thoſe 

gentlemen from the cenſure that every 
one has a right to paſs on the vices of 
mankind. Is it from the ſacredneſs of 


their profeſſion, which the moſt part of 
: | them 


— Fe 7. 
them diſhonour by their lives and ac- 
tions? Or is the nobleneſs of their cha- 
racter, which ought to induce them to 
ve more uprightly than the reſt of man- 
kind, more ſacred than that of kings, 
who are the living repreſentatives of 
God on earth, and yet whoſe vices hiſ- 
tory has not ſpared ? Or will it be ſaid 
that it is through fear of expoſing the 
profeſſion itſelf to contempt? a fear as ri- 
diculous as ill founded. Is the magiſte- 
rial function leſs reſpectable becauſe there 
has been, and ever will be, ſome iniqui- 
tous judges, whoſe vices have been ex- 
poſed? Are kings leſs honored and obey- 
ed becauſe hiſtory teaches us that ſome 
of them have been very vicious and 
abandoned ? No! for on the contrary, 
this mixture of good and evil makes us 
more admire the watchfulneſs and pro- 
vidence of God over his church, , which 
ſtill continues to ſubſiſt, notwithſtanding 
the ſcandalous lives and behaviour of 
the greateſt part of its miniſters, and 
more eſteem thoſe who worthily fill the 
duties of their calling. None but wo- 
maniſh and weak minds will take of- 
fence at the ſtories related in this little 
work, concerning ſome of our bad eccle- 
ſiaſticxs. However, I ſhall ſpare them 


8 


CY 

the trouble, by keeping theſe Werts 
concealed, not that I imagine the opi- 
nions of ſuch as theſe would have any 
veight with perſons of a judicious way of 
thinking, who look upon men accord- 
ing to the uprightneſs of their conduct, 
fo not the rank © or ſtation they hold in 

6% 


THE 


Editor's Advertiſement. 


T is a juſt obſervation that moſt 
I things owe their diſcovery to 
chance. This little hiſtory, with which 
we now preſent the public, is a proof 
of it. Being obliged ſome few years 
ago to take a journey to Padua, I 


happened to arrive at the time that - 


they were expoling to fale the library 
of the celebrated Dr. Algaberti : a- 
mongſt the lot of books which I pur- 
chaſed, I met with the following 
MSS. which at that time I thought of 
little fignification ; but having given 
It to two French gentlemen of my ac- 
quaintance to peruſe, they thought ſo 
well of it, that they engaged me to 
conſent to let it be publiſhed. This 
was attended with ſome trouble, as 
It 
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( wit) 
it was very difficult to find good 
French printers. I ſearched a long 
time but without ſucceſs ; at length, 
wearied with their repeated impor- 
tunities, I determined to put it into 
the hands of the beſt workmen I 
could meet with in the country. But 
notwithſtanding the care my friends 
took to reviſe the ſheets as they came 
from the preſs, it was impoſſible to 
prevent ſome few errors from eſcaping 
them; however, as theſe are for the 
moſt part very trivial, it is hoped that 
the reader will overlook them, in con- 


ſideration of the ſingularity and a- 
muſement he will meet with in id 
moet: itſelf. 
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Ranucio's birth and education. 4 
EXMONPEDRO D'ALETES, * 1 


\ D having made a conſiderable 4 
fortune in-the Brazils, return. 


NIN ed to Liſbon his native coun- A 
try, where he married a lady named 42 
Donna Hortenſia, who brought him a. 

great many children: of this numerous 
offspring I was unfortunate] y the ſeventh. 


WH 
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E 2 } 
As the laws of our country left me no 
room to hope for any conſiderable por- 
tion where there was ſo numerous a fa- 
mily, my father endeavoured to make 
me amends for this caprice of fortune, 
by giving me an education that might 
ſupply the place of larger poſſeſſions. 

He did not act as moſt parents too 
frequently do, who truſt the education 
of their children to a ſet of men who 
make a kind of trade of it; but as he 
wiſely conſidered it as a ſecond life, he 
reſolved to take the charge of my in- 
ſtruction upon himſelf. 

To a thorough knowledge of the Belles 
Letters he joined what was ſomething ex- 
traordinary in a man of his ſtation, an 
eaſy and ſimple method of teaching them, 
After having himſelf put me in a capa- 
city of underſtanding moſt of our beſt 
authors, he procured me proper maſters 
to teach me hiſtory, geography, muſic, 
and the languages moſtly uſed through- 
out Europe: in a word, he let me want 
nothing that he thought neceſſary to 
form what the world calls a compleat 
gentleman. 

Being endowed by nature with a quick 
apprehenſion, I ſoon made myſelf maſter 
of theſe accompliſhments, and at the 

84 


1 
age of ſeventeen ſaw myſelf in a condi- 
tion to appear in the world with ſome 
degree of conſideration. But my natu- 
ral volatility made it not eaſy for me to 
fix upon the particular way of life I 
ſhould embrace. Don Pedro my father, 
who knew the bad conſequences of pre- 
_ Cipitating youth, was not very preſling 

with me on that head. On the contrary 
he ſet before me the neceſſity of well 
weighing theſe matters before coming to 
a concluſion, and left me at full liberty 
to make ſuch choice as ſhould appear 
moſt agreeable to me. But that I might 
be ſufficiently prepared againſt that time, 
he made me go through the ſeveral 
claſſes. After this I read law; and as 
he was very deſirous to have me well 
inſtructed in the principles of religion, 
(which he always conſidered as an eſ- 
ſential thing to every one who weuld 
live like a Chriſtian, and an honeſt 
man) he procured me a maſter for theo- 
logy. | 5 
The perſon he pitched upon for this 
purpoſe was not one of thoſe pedants 
by profeſſion who take up three or four 
years of a pupil's time in filling his head 
with an uſeleſs heap of ſchool jargon, 
but was a truly venerable old man, one 
| = - grown 
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grown grey in the ſtudy of the facred 
writings, and who, to the deepeſt eru- 
dition, added a life of moſt exemplary 
jety. 
: This worthy perſon, whom my fa- 
ther made choice of for my preceptor, 
was called Don Poketos, and came of 
a very good family in the province of 
Eſtremadura. In his early days he re- 
nounced his country and friends, to de- 
vote himſelf to a life of apoſtolic labor, 
5 intending to end his days in the Indies, 
in the quality of a miſſionary: but ſome 
revolutions that happened in the country 
he had choſen for his reſidence, obliged 
him to leave it, and return to Europe, 
with an intention to ſettle in Portugal: 
but his perſecutions did not ceaſe here: 
for, almoſt as ſoon as he came to Liſpon, 
he had new ones to encounter from the 
monks and clergy, who, unable to bear 
_ tacit reproach they received from his 
y and edifying manner of living, they 
ſought occaſion, in his great learning, 
and the warm zeal he ſhewed for the in- 
ſtruction of youth, to work his ruin. 
Thus does the helliſh fiend frequently ; 
turn the very virtues of good men into 
a means for their perſecution : in ſhort, 
he was ſummoned before the inquiſition, 


* | 15 upon | 
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upon an accuſation of hereſy, and a de- 


ſign to pervert the morals of youth. 


Don Poketos would moſt certainly 
have appeared, in order to juſtify him- 
ſelf from theſe villainous calumnies, and 


confound all his enemies, by the moſt 


undeniable proofs of his innocence, 
had he not been prevented from do- 


ing it by ſome of the beſt and moſt 


worthy people in Liſbon, who remon- 
ſtrated to him, that 1t would be much 
better to Keep out of the way for ſome 
little time, and thereby elude the ma- 
lice and fury of his enemies; they pro- 
miſing to employ, during his abſence, 


the duke of Vaſconcel, who had a par- 


ticular veneration and eſteem for him; 
to extricate him from this affair. Poke- 
tos ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded: by 


their 1ntreaties, and kept himſelf. con- 


cealed for ſome months; at the end of 
which he was ſuffered to appear again in 


public, but on condition that he ſhould 


neither teach nor preach for the future, 
It was about this time that my father 
became acquainted with him, and en- 
gaged him to come home to our houſe, 
where he intruſted him with the care of 


our education; an offer that this-good 


man accepted with more joy than if the 
„„ king 


-[ T3 
king had nominated him to a biſhop- 
rick. 

He taught us all facceſſively, and we 
profited fo well by his leſſons, that I may 
venture to ſay without vanity, few fami- 
lies in Liſbon were better verſed in their 
religion. I ſtudied under him for the 
ſpace of two years, when finding the 
reſt of my brothers all provided for, and 
myſelf at an age to enter into the world, 
I began to think in earneſt of the way 
of life I ſhould embrace. Fhe care 
that had been taken of my education 
left me abundant room for chuſing. The 
knowlege of the mathematics and ſcience 

. of arms, fitted me for a good officer. I 
_ already knew enough of the law to make 
à tolerable magiſtrate, and of theology 
to qualify me for a good divine. The 
latter of theſe profeſſions ſeemed to 
fuit the beſt with my inclination. This 
was the fruit of the inſtructions I had 
received from Don Poketos. There was 
but one thing which made me heſitate, 
which was the ſtrict purity of life requir- 
ed in thoſe who embrace that ſtate, and 
| which, as my venerable preceptor often 
told me, was ſuch as might make even 
the angels themſelves tremble. This 

conſideration kept me for ſome time in 
15 ſuſpence ki 


CE © 
ſuſpence; and an accident that after- 
3 wards happened, which gave me an op- 
portunity of being perſonally acquainted 
with the manner of living practiſed now 
a-days by thoſe in the monaſtic ſtate, 
gave me a greater diſguſt to it, than be- 
fore J had had an inclination. 
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Ranucio falls ill. The manner in 
which he is treated. 


father having ſent me a little 
way into the country on ſome 
. bulſinefs, which he was prevented from 
.- finiſhing himſelf, I made ſuch diſpatch, 

* my return I was ſeized with a 


3 


violent pleuriſy. When I came home I 


found nobody in the houſe. My father 


was at a country-ſeat which we had, 
about ſix miles from Liſbon, and where 
we uſed frequently to paſs three or four 


- days at a time. As for my mother, ſhe 
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was upon a e eg party with three or 
four female zealots of her acquaintance, 
to the recolet fathers in the Campo do 


[ was ſcarcely lain down on the bed in 
order to get a little eaſe, before in ſhe 
came with her four holy ſiſters, who 
having heard I was taken ill, thought 
proper to pay me a viſit. They began 
the converſatoin by a tedious ſermon on 
the duty of reſignation to the will of 
Providence, and the little value to be ſet - 
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on this life; ending with a moſt ſerious 
and preſſing exhortation to confeſs my- 


ſelf as ſoon as poſſible. 2 


I told them there was time. enough for 


i 


that, and thought that it would be pro- 


per in the. firſt place to ſend for a phyſi- 
cian. Upon this they began to read me 


a ſecond lecture; ſo that, to be quit of 
them, I was obliged to promiſe to do 
juſt as they would have me. | 


As ſoon as they were gone, I FAR 
] 


intreated my mother to ſend away in 
haſte for a phyſician, as I ſhould have. 


more confidence in a ſingle „ 


than in all the ſermons of theſe female 
bigots. We had * ſkilful phyſician 
that belonged to the family, called Dr. 
Campanello; but my. mother, who was 
ſo very religious, that even in her houſe- 
hold affairs ſhe would do nothing without 


the advice of her ghoſtly directors, had 


diſmiſſed Campanello, to introduce one 
Dr. Carmuelo. AE 


This latter had a penſion. from the 


clergy, in acknowledgment of the ſer- 
vices he had in done them on many oc- 
caſions, and ſtill continues to do them. 


To this man my mother ſent, deſiring. 
him to come to me immediately; but 


received for anſwer, that he could not 


B's poſſibly 


<< 


cauſe he was taken up with diſpatching 


my mother, as he had been to that he 


2 
E 1 3 


poſſibly come till the next morning, be- 


a fat canon, who had been recommended 
to him for a ſtroke of his office by four 
young licenciates, who only waited for 
his death to be put in poſſeſſion of his 
benefices. 

I found myſelf therefore obliged to 
bear my diforder with patience. Car- 
muelo was as punctual in his promiſe ta 


had given the young licenciates; for the 
next morning, the very inſtant he had 
put the canon in poſſeſſion of the other 
world, he came to our houſe. After 
| having ſpent a conſiderable time in en- 
quiring into the ſym RR of my diſ- 
order, he very gravely gave it as his 
opinion, that it was a pleurify. There 
was no occaſion to be a very great phy- 
ſician to find that out; but he muſt cer- 
tainly have been a very notable aſſaſſin, 
that could preſcribe in the manner he did. 
He ordered that I fhould take none but 
cooling medicines, and that all my drink 
ſhould be cooled with ice. When I 
heard him give theſe orders, I thought I 
heard my death-doom. He faw my 
conſternation, and thinking to make me 
- ay "IN. Ranucio, ſaid he, fear 
| | nothing 


directly oppoſite to the former. 


. 


nothing from | my preſcriptions, Tho? 


they may appear a little new to you, 
and out of the common road, they are 


not the leſs efficacious on that ac- 
count; and the clergy, to whom I have 


the honour of being a penſionary, have 
always found great benefit from them.” 


« I ſincerely believe what you ſay, 
good doctor Carmuelo, replied I. You 
work for them; 1 know it: but you are 
not likely to enrich them by my funeral, 


I aſſure you; nor to ſend me after the 


princeſs of Brazil, whom you murder- 
ed the other day by the ſame way of 


treatment.“ | 


- 


If the medicines I gave her, replied 
he, had not the deſired effect, that wass 
The ſmallpox, of . 
which ſhe died, is one of thoſe obſtinate 
diſorders, that, like - ſpoiled children, 


no fault of mine 


will never ſtir out of the way you have 


once let them take; it has hitherto 
been accuſtomed to cordials, and cannot 


reconcile itſelf to the modern practice, ſo 


not reliſh our preſcriptions, and will 
ſooner carry off the fick, than it will 
tuffer them to be cured in our way; 
but that does not make us in the leaſt 


more pliable; we are reſolved ta be as 
obſtinate 


It does 


„ 


and will ſtand out againſt all its efforts, 
till we have at length compelled it to 
yield to our medicines. 

It is juſt the ſame, added he, TY re- 
ſpect to the preſent diſorder. The reme- 
dies J have ordered for you are doubtleſs 


out of the common road; but you will 


not find the leſs benefit from them on 
that account: beſides, they are directly 
conformable to the new ſyſtem of phyſic 
now adapted.” He concluded all theſe 
fine reaſonings with a Greek aphoriſm, 
which was as ſuitable to the ſubject as 
the medicines he had juſt ordered me 


were to my diſorder : in ſhort, the re- 


ſult of this viſit was, that I determined 


not to obſerve his orders in one Annie 


inſtance. 


1 oil CHAP. 


_ bbftinate. as this impertinent diſtemper, : 
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C HAP. III. 


Ranucio recovers; to whom the. cure 
is attributed: what happened to 
him afterwards. 4 ; 


N the mean while my mother's female 

friends, who had paid me the vilit the 
evening before, loſt no time in ſpread- 
ing abroad the news of my diſorder. 
The women, eſpecially your religious 
ones, are the beſt trumpeters in the world. 
In twelve hours time there was not a 


convent in Liſbon that did not know of 


my illneſs, with all the circumſtances at- 
tending it; and as Donna Hortenſia my 
mother had a general acquaintance a- 
mong them, there was a continual-con- 
courſe of monks at the houſe all the next 
day, who came to comfort her under her 
affliction, and to adminiſter all the relief 

in their power to me. | 0 
In this pious intention they had 
brought a whole cargo of their moſt va- 
luable and approved relicks, and were 
juſt going to make a trial of their efficacy 
upon me, when, unfortunately for them, 
my father, who had heard of my diſor- 
der, came in upon us. The antipathy 
| 1 which 
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which they knew he had both for them 
and their holy trumpery, put a ſudden 
damp to their zeal : therefore, content- 
ing themſelves with giving me a pious 
exhortation to reſignation and patience, 
they took their leaves, to the no ſmall 
regret of Donna Hortenſia, who expect- 
ed no lefs than an infallible cure. 

My father's firſt care was. to ſend away 
for Dr. Campanello, who came in an in- 


ſtant. He told us, he was juſt come 


from the Cordelier's convent, where he 
had been three days attending the guar- 


dian, whom at length, with the utmoſt 
difficulty, he had recovered of a violent 
ſurfeit from an over debauch. 


Campanello did not amuſe himſelf, as 


| his brother phyſician had done, with 


reading a long diſſertation upon the na- 


ture of my diforder, but immediately ſet 
about applying the proper remedies to it. 

He ordered me to have a large quantity 
of blood taken away directly, which was 
done in his preſence. I found myſelf 
ſomewhat eaſed by the operation. Tt 


was repeated a ſecond time that day, but 


with not altogether fo good an effect as 


at firſt; therefore, the next morning, he 


ordered me to be bled again a third 


time: but I ſtill grew worſe. The 


1 doctor 


1 

doctor then thought it proper, for fear 
of a ſudden ſurpriſe, that I ſhould ſettle 
my conſcience, which I did with great 
ſpirit and reſignation : and indeed it was 
high time; for I had fcarce finiſhed, when 
I fell into adeep ſwoon, which made every 
one preſent give me over for dead. 

You may eaſily imagine the grief and 
diſtreſs that the whole family were in; 
nothing was to be heard but cries and 
lamentations. My mother eſpecially was 
in a condition to have melted the moſt 
obdurate heart. Campanello, touched 
with her diſtreſs, and the melancholy 
condition he ſaw me in, exhauſted all 
the power of his art to bring me out of- 
this deadly ſwoon ; but all his endea- 
vours proved fruitleſs. +10 | 

My unhappy mother no longer knew 
what faint to have recourſe to: there 
was not a fingle one in heaven, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, to whom ſhe had 
not recommended me in an efpecial 


manner: at length, not knowing what 


to do for me, ſhe bethought herſelf of a 
laſt expedient, which I relate in this 
place, only to ſhew how far a mother's 
fondneſs for her child, and her great 
love for the clergy, may carry her. As 
ſhe looked upon me already loſt to this 
ee, TN world, 


1 
world, ſhe promiſed, in the great exceſs 
of her grief, that, if I recovered from 
this illneſs, I ſhould immediately enter 
into the order of St. Francis. 
No ſooner had ſhe made this vow, 


I 7 than, as chance would have it, I gave 
ſome ſigns of life. She immediately 


ery'd out, A miracle, a: miracle!“ 
and, throwing her arms about my neck, 
earneſtly. exhorted me to ratify the vow - 
ſhe had juſt made on my account. I 
was {till ſo-lethargic, . that I did not un- 
derſtand a ſyllable of what ſhe ſaid to 
me. All that I could do in the low and 
weak condition I was in; was to teſtify 
my gratitude to her for the care and 
concern ſhe ſhewed for me, by tenderly 
preſſing her hand: this ſhe took for a: 
ſign of my concurrence with her in what: - 
ſhe had been doing. * 
And now the doctor ſeeing me reco- 
vered from my ſwoon, redoubled his 
aſſiduity, and ordered me ſome medi- 
cines that met with the deſired ſucceſs, 
inſomuch that, a few hours afterwards, 
(thanks to heaven and his great ſkill!) 
I found myſelf conſiderably better. 
Donna Hortenſia attributed this happy 
change wholly to the power of the ſaint, 


who doubtleſs had been no obſtacle to 15 


. 
1 now began to recover health and 
ſtrength every day; ſo that in a very 
little time, by a ſtrict obſervance of the 
regimen preſcribed me by Campanello, 
I became perfectly well. To recruit me 
more effectually, it was propoſed that I 
ſhould take a jaunt into the country. 1 
have already obſerved, that we had a 
country ſeat a few miles from Liſbon : 
but being ſituated on the river- ſide, it 
was imagined the air might not be fo 
wholſome for me, as I was juſt upon re- 
covery ; and therefore my father aſked 
me, if I ſhould like to go and pals a 
few months at his brother the licentiate's. 
This eccleſiaſtic had one of the beſt liv- 
ings in the dioceſe he belonged to, and 
ſituated in a moſt delightful and healthy 
ſpot. I readily embraced this propoſal, 
which was the more agreeable to me, as 
I ſtill found a propenſity in myſelf to a 
ſacerdotal life, and had now an oppor- 
tunity of obſerving how thoſe of that 
profeſſion lived. 
Donna Hortenſia, who knew the cu- 
rate to be as great an enemy to [the 
monks as ſhe herſelf was bigotted ta 
them, uſed all her endeavours to diſ- 
ſuade me from taking this journey. 
My dear child, ſaid ſhe, you are 
55 but 
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but juſt recovered from an illneſs which 
we all thought would have deprived us 
of you for ever, and you begin already 
to talk of leaving us! Can you have 
forgot the promife you made to God, 
when he ſnatched you from the arms 
of death? Conſider, child, you have 
much more ſerious matters to think of, 
than going to amuſe yourſelf at your 
uncle's.“ 

This diſcourſe was alike myſterious to 
my father and myſelf. He deſired my 
mother to explain herſelf; which ſhe did, 
by relating to him the pretended miracle 
that had been wrought upon me while I 
lay in my trance. It would be difficult 
to expreſs my father's ſurpriſe and mine 
at hearing this. Don Pedro aſked me, 
if I had really made any ſuch promiſe. 
I aſſured. him I had never ſo much as 
entertained the leaſt notion of it; and 
that even ſuppoſing I had done any 
thing of the kind during my being 
ſenſeleſs, (which by the way was hardly 
poſſible) I knew enough to know that 
fuch fort of promiſes can in no wile be 
binding. | 

So then, Madam, ſaid my father, turn- 
ing very gravely towards his wife, your 
Shoſtly directors have thought proper 
—_ te 


E 
to make uſe of you to diſpoſe of my 
ſon for me! But, pray tell me, are 
children given us to difpoſe of in that 
manner? Do you think the power 
that nature has given us over them is 
to make us treat them like ſavages ? 2 
No, no; we are their parents only to 9 
render them as happy as we poſſibly 
can: and what happineſs do you ima- 
gine your ſon could find in a ſtate, 
where now-a-days there is leſs charity 
and goodneſs to be met with than in 
the world! But, whatever may be your 
engagements, I declare, for my part, 
that I will never conſent that a ſon of 
mine ſhould turn- monk. I have too 
oreat a regard for religion, and too 
much value for my blood, to ſuffer it 
to mingle with a ſet of men, who, the 
moſt of them, have been led, through 
ignorance or reſentment, to take up 
a way of life where they can hve at 
the expence of the fools who admire 
ene: | | 

Donna Hortenſia was ſenſibly piqued 
at theſe laſt words of my father's, which 
he pronounced with ſome degree of; 
earneſtneſs; however ſhe made no re- 
ply,” but gave him the hearing, with 
all that deference and reſpect which 


every 


1 20 


every good wife owes her huſband. But 


as 1 knew that nothing is ſo diſagree- - 


able to the women in general as to talk 

ainſt their father-confeſſors, I endea- 
voured all in my power to give the con- 
verſation another turn : but Don Pedro 
would not be diverted from his pur- 
__.. 
My ſon, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf 
to me, liſten attentively to what I am 
about to ſay to you; it is of more im- 
portance than you may perhaps ima- 
gine. Many a child curſes his parents 
within the walls of a cloiſter, that 
might in the world have beſtowed a 
thouſand bleſſings on them, had they 
talked. to him with the ſame ſincerity 
and frankneſs that I am about to do to 
ou. 
| It cannot be denied, continued he, 
that the monaſtic life, in its firſt inſti- 
tution, was the higheſt point of reli- 
gious perfection. In my opinion it 
muſt require the efforts of a virtue 
more than human, and a ſuperior por- 
tion of grace, to determine to aban- 
don friends and relations, to follow 
Chriſt, to make their own wills and 
deſires ſubſervient to thoſe of others, 
to renounce all . worldly ! 

an 


bf L 3 1 
and voluntarily to relinquiſh all the in- 
ZE nocent pleaſures and amuſements of this 62 
life, to bury themſelves in a holy re- | 
treat. And I cannot reflect, without 
XX admiration, on thoſe pious recluſes, 
who, in the firſt ages of the church, 
renounced the moſt brilliant fortunes, 
to ſpend their days in barren deſerts, 
wholly taken up with the ſervice of God 
and the care of their own ſouls. Such 
were the primitive Anchorites, and ſuch 
thoſe famous Lauri, where thouſands of 
holy prieſts were ſeen diſputing for the 
kingdom of heaven, and ſtriving who 
ſhould excel the other in ſuffering the 
greateſt hardſhips. and ſelf-denial to me- 
rit a place there. The ſweet odor they 
| ſhed in thoſe places, till then waſte and 
uninhabited, drew to them an innu- 
merable concourſe of diſciples ; and, by 
a kind of divine metamorph is, deſarts 
were changed into towns, ald towns 
became deſarts. hos | 
„% What was then beheld in the Eaſt, 
has ſince been ſeen by our anceſtors in 
Europe. The Benedicts, the Bernards, 
the Dominicks, the Francis', and the 
Brunois, in imitation of theſe primitive 
hermits, made diſciples, to whom they 
n transferred 


{ a ] 
transferred a portion of that love, for | 
penance and ſelf-denial, with which 
they. themſelves were actuated. But 
theſe diſciples, inſtead of living in de- 


ſarts, as their holy founders had done, = 


thought to improve their practice by || 
ſettling in towns, where they might L be a 
more at hand to inſtruct men, and 
ther in a more copious harveſt of ſouls 
for the Lord. But here their intention 
was more praiſe-worthy than prudent: 
Indeed the holineſs of their own lives 
procured them a great number of diſci- 
ples. The monaſteries were crowded, 
and ſoon grew rich by the largeſſes of 
of the faithful, who made an offer of 
all their poſſeſſions. upon entering into 
them. But this very liberality was what 
firſt corrupted the prieſts ; and pride, 
that incurable canker-worm of riches, 
Joon crept in amongſt them: every one 
now began to be deſirous of being di- 
ſtinguiſned from the reſt, in proportion 
to the fortune he had brought with him 
to the convent : diſtinctions ſoon intro- 
duced indolence, libertiniſm, and all the 
other vices, of which pride is, as it 
were, the ſtem. Hence aroſe the general 
Arup and depravity of manners 
now - 


E 
now found amongſt the monks. We 
no longer ſee in them that antient 
ppirit of humility which made them 
"XZ conſider each other as brethren and 
the. children of one common Parent. 
They now afſume airs of grandeur 
and importance. The generals of the 
the order deſpiſe the provincials, the 
provincials look down upon the guar- 
XZ dians, the guardians ill-treat and op- 
XZ preſs their inferiors, and the monks, 
'# becauſe they are in orders, ſcarce 
deign to look upon their lay-brethren, 
but devote them to the moſt ſervile of- 
fices. This ſame pride is the cauſe of 
the cabals we ſee ſo frequent amongſt 
them for acquiring the moſt lucrative. 
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poſts in the monaſtery, at the expencſ,e 


of others. Hence their mutual jealou- 
ſies, which lead them to do one an- 
other all the prejudice in their power. 
Hence thoſe animoſities and quarrels, 
which are too often attended with 
more fatal conſequences. In a word, to 
this is owing the many ſcandalous ex- 
ceſſes that make thoſe who enter into 
the monaſtic ſtate, find in it a hell, in- 
ſtead of the heavenly aſylum they ex- 
pected, where they might quietly work 
out their ſalvation. After this, Madam, 
F con- 
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continued he, turning to my mother, 


leave you to judge, whether any pa- 
rent, who has the leaſt ſenſe of religion, 
ought not rather to uſe all his endea- * 


vours to perſuade his child from enter- 
ing into ſuch a ſtate, than to hurry them 
into it raſhly, as you ſeem inclinable to 
do?“ 3 


J liſtened to all this with the greateſt 


attention, and thought my father's re- 
marks very juſt and inſtructive. As for '4 
my mother, ſhe retired to her own a- 


partment, for fear of being obliged to 


hear a ſecond part of this panegyric on 


the monks, with whom, if I may venture 4 


to uſe the expreſſion, ſhe was quite infa- 


tuated. My father and I were now left 


alone, to my no ſmall ſatisfaction. He 
was in a ciie for talking; and, as I had 
not very frequent opportunities of re- 
ceiving inſtruction from him, I was glad | 


to embrace this that offered itſelf : and, 
to keep up the converſation, © I think, 


Sir, ſaid I, you ſeem perfectly well | | 


acquainted with the monaſtic life, and 


'yet I have never obſerved you to be 
much converſant with the brotherhood ; 

this, I own, a little ſurpriſes _ My 
dear ſon, replied he, *tis for that very 
Teaſon, that 1 have ſo little connections 


wil 


1 
with them: their acquaintance is fit 
only for narrow minds, or weak women. 


Accordingly, you will never ſee them 


aſſociate with any but ſuch, becauſe they 
know very well that thoſe are their 
ſureſt marks.“ | 

He then proceeded to- give me a re- 
lation of the many tricks and deceits 
practiſed by theſe holy cut-purſes, 
which afforded me no ſmall diverſion : 
and I believe he would have continued 
the detail for a conſiderable time longer, 
had not the count. d*Azevedo ſent for 
him upon ſome particular buſineſs re- 
lating to the court, which he was ob- 
liged immediately to attend. | 
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| Ranucio is ſollicited to turn monk. 
A natural and diverting picture of 
the monaſtic life. 


FT ER my father was gone, I 

went up to my chamber, with an 
intention to paſs away an hour or two in 
reading; but I had ſcarce opened the 
book, when 1 ſaw a monk enter my 
room, who accoſted me with a great 
deal of civility, congratulating me very 
cordially upo my recovery. 

This was no other than the reverend 
father Pancracio, one of my mother's 
| ſpiritual directors; one I ſay, becauſe 

ſhe had as many as there were convents 

in Liſbon; but this gentleman was her 
principal favorite, one whom ſhe never 
ſaw, but to confeſs ſome darling fin, or 
on matters of the greateſt importance. 

He muſt certainly then be a man of 

great. abilities you will ſay. On the 

contrary, I do not think there ever was 

a groſſer or more material underſtanding. 

than his: but, in amends for all this, he | 

was as handſome a man, as you ſhall ſee 
on 


Fl 
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on a ſummer's day; and every one 
| knows that is a qualification in a monk 
more than ſufficient to make all the 
women run after him : accordingly the 
reverend Adonis in queſtion was the fac- 
totum of all the ladies in Liſbon. * 
When [I firſt ſaw him enter the room, 
T imagined he had ſome buſineſs with 
my mother, and, after deſiring him to 
ſit down, told bln I would go and ac- 
_ quaint her of his being there. There 
is no occaſion for your giving yourſelf 
that trouble, Signior Ranucio, ſaid he, 
I am juſt come from her, and my 
buſineſs at preſent is with you. Your 
good lady mother, continued he, has 
acquainted me with what paſſed during 
your illneſs, and the miraculous man- 
ner in which our holy patriarch wrought 
your recovery. I expected as much in- 
deed from his powerful interceſſion, and 
the great truſt your mother and your- 
ſelf have always put in him. Permit 
me, however, young gentleman, to 
chide you a little in the ſaint's name, 
for your ingratitude to him. You 
muſt be ſenſible on what conditions 
you received your cure; and yet, to 
my great ſurpriſe, I hear that you re- 
fuſe to ratify them. Do * not know, 
C2 that 
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that AMelins eſt non vovere quam 5 
reliqua; it is better not to * 3 
vow at all, than to——— and fo on. 
You now belong to God and our ho- 
1y order, in virtue of that which you 
made during your ſickneſs. You are, 
as it were, mortgaged to. us, and have 
no means left of evading your contract, 
without falling into apoſtacy ; a crime 
- accounted and declared moſt .enormous 
and deadly by all the inquiſitions ** 
out the world.“ 
Tam perfectly ſenſible, father, faid 
J, that God is not to be mocked, and 
that we are bound to perform what- 
ever we promiſe to him. Bur, is it to 
divert yourſelf with the | ignorance of us 
people of the world, that you pretend 
ro make, me believe that I am anſwer- 
able for a vow in which I had no fort 
of concern? Is it likely that I ſhould 
ever make a vow to enter into your or- 
der, when I cannot fee a monk go by 
me but I am touch'd with the deepeſt 
compaſſion and „ 4 It is very 
certain, ſaid Fnher Pagctacio, inter- 
rupting me, that our exterior is not 
the moſt tempting for young people, 
like you, in the bloom of youth, and 
At an age for pleaſures, 25 folemp. 
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air, the ſtrict rules of our order, * 
the coarſeneſs of our habit, are all mung 
that make againſt us in the opinion of a 
young man who finds in the commerce 
of the world all the pleaſures and con- 
veniences of life: but iet me tell you, 
ſon, things are not always to be taken 
by their looks. The world, with all 
its ſmiles and attractions, has alſo its 
thorns. Our life, on the contrary, all 
rigid and auſtere as it ſeems, has its 
pleaſures and comforts. It is hard in 
appearance to quit one's family and 
poſſeſſions, to embrace the life of a 
mendicant: but you do not know, 
perhaps, that theſe - mendicants are 
only ſo in name, and that they are 
poſſeſſed, of more wealth, than the 
richeſt noblemen in the kingdom. 
Theſe have only ſome few houſes, or 
at moſt a little village or two be- 
longing to them; whereas we have 
numbers in every province through- 
out Europe, nay almoſt in every city, 
even as far diſtant as the new world 
itſelf, It is true, that at our ad- 
miſſion into the, order, we renounce 
all pro "fro but, under this ſpecious 
veil 0 UTR poverty, we riot on 
3 the 


| the 3 of the Band. That world, 8 
which we have bid adieu to, loads ds 3 
With its favors, as if willing to ſhew 
how it is concerned for our having left 
it, and how deſirous it is of alluring 
us back again at any price whatever. 
Pleaſures, honours, riches, fortune, all 
ſmile upon us. Wherever we make 
our appearance, it ſeems as if our 
holy habit baniſhed every thing like- 
Y to be the leaſt diſagreeable to us. 
The huſband, fearful of offending us 
by an appearance of jealouſy, retires, 
and leaves us alone with his wife ; 
the young lover gives way, and quits 
his fair miſtreſs to us; and parents 
eſpecially hold us in the higheft de- 
gree of veneration, think us all ſaints, 
and put their blooming daughters un- 
der our direction, placing more confi- 
dence in the habit we wear, than in the 
honor and integrity of the moſt yirtuous 
man upon earth.“ So much for cities 
and towns. 
The country affords us a new ſcene 
of delights: we are ſure of being 
well received wherever we go; we 
have the uppermoſt ſeats at table, 
our plates are wy with the choiceſt 
morſels, 


1 
morſels, and our 
the richeſt wines. We have 


beſt rooms, the fineſt linen, che eſt | 


beds, and in a word every thing , 
luxury or affluence can furniſh, to in- 
demnify us for the ſuppoſed auſterity 
and mortification of our Jes, which 
we however wiſely confine to the habit 
alone.” . . 

I liſtened attentively to Pancracio all 
the time he was ſpeaking, who thought 


palates regaled with 
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that what he had faid would inſpire me 


with a great taſte for his way of life; 


not perceiving that it had quite the con- 


trary effect, and was rather calculated to 
give me the higheſt diſlike to it; he was 
going to proceed, when he was interrupt- 
ed by my father's ſuddenly entering the 
room, who doubtleſs had not perceived 
the monk's ſandals. which he had left 
without ſide the door, and which with 
us are conſidered as two ſacred barners, 
which no mortal living dare infringe. 


The reverend father no ſooner ſaw him £ 


enter, than he roſe up and took his leave 
of me; but not till B he had earneſtly re- 
commended to me to keep our converſa- 
tion an inviolable fecret from every one. 


Don Pedro, who had not forgot the diſ- 


Pute he had had with my mother in re- 
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ation to my pretended vow, preſen tly 


ATTY 


IJ „Nas not without ſome deſign. Accord- 


ingly he queſtioned me on what had paſ- 
ſed between us. I made no heſitation to 
obey him, and related the whole of our 
converſation to him from firſt to laſt; 
with which the old gentleman was not a 
little delighted. 101 
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Ranucio goes to his uncle's. . pic- 
ture of the licenciate- conferences 
at his houſe. The manner of 
8 mn in Portugal. | 
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v late interview with Pancracio 
had given my father ſome un- 


eaſineſs, leſt thoſe reverend dragoons, 


by returning to the charge, might at 
length overcome my vigorous oppoſi- 
tion, and remain maſters of the field. 


In order, therefore, to ſecure-me from 


any further attacks from that quar- 


ter, he made me a ſecond propoſal 


of going to paſs ſome time at his bro- 


ther's,, my uncle Don Antonio. I ac- 
ech the ns wu joy, as the 


ſu reſt 
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loſt no time in ſetting out; and, 
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ſureſt means of freeing me from my mo- 
ther's importunities, who was continual- 


* 
* 


ly teazing me with vows and convents 


from morning to night. Accordin "gy I 
ter a 
Journey of two days, I got to the licen- 
ciate's, who received me with, all poſſible 
demonſtrations of love and kindneſs. 
He was a man about five feet high, 
by four in circumference, with a face ir- 
radiated, and ſet off by an infinite num- 
ber of rubies of the true bacchanalian 
caſt. His eyes were encircled with a 
border of the moſt lively carnation ; his 
cheeks much reſembled thoſe uſually 
iven to Boreas, with a chin that fell 
down in triple folds on his broad breaſt. 
This is a pretty exact picture of my 
uncle's phyliognomy. The reſt of hiſs 
perſon had nothin "g particular in it, if 
we except a pair of legs of an enormous 
ſize, yet not diſproportioned to the bulk 
of the body they were to ſupport-- 
At my arrival 1 found hi'n at table 
tere à tete with a very pret-y girl, his 
houſe-keeper, whom he told me was the 


daughter of an old maid-ſervant that 
lived with him. I paid a moſt religious 


belief to his aſſertion, tho* I could not 


belp obſerving ſomething in the girl's 


F features 
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- features that ſeemed to me more than 
ſufficient to juſtify the care and tender- 
neſs which the good licenciate ſeemed 

to expreſs towards her. 7 
As ſoon as he ſaw me enter the room, 
he raiſed himſelf from his ſeat not with- 
out ſome difficulty, and embraced me 
very heartily ; then, after making me ſit 
down by him, he ordered them to bring 
in the diſhes that had been juſt carried 
from the table, ſupper being almoſt 
over, We had ſome excellent church 
wine, which we poured forth in large 
libations: I fay we; for tho' my uncle 
had almoſt ſupped when I came in, yet, 
out of complaiſance to me, he began to 
eat again like a man that had faſted the 
whole day. This amuſement carried us 
deep into the night, the hearty licenciate 
never balking his glaſs, tho' he was to 
celebrate mals early the next morning; 
I imagine that the great deſire he had to 
hear news about his family, had made 
him forget that little circumſtance. I, 
on my part, fatisfied him in all his 
queſtions, and at laſt we retired to reſt 
in a pretty tolerable condition. I haſtened 
to bed, where I lay and indulged myſelf 
tl}. I was called up to maſs, which my 
5 good 


Lis 1 
good uncle performed without the leaſt 
ſoruple from his over-night's affair. 

When we returned home, we found 
the houſe pretty full of company. There 
were two ladies from Evora, one of 
whom was an acquaintance of my 
uncle's; they had. been drawn into the 
country by the fine weather, and had 
brought with them a Spaniſh gentle- 
man, with a deſign to ſurprize my 
uncle, and make him give them a 
dinner. He received them with all 
imaginable politeneſs, and an aſſurance 
that they could not have done him a 
more ſenſible pleaſure. While he was 
employed in giving orders to his houſe- 
keeper, we ſaw coming in, one after an- 
other, ſix curates of neighbouring pa- 
riſnes: they were come it ſeems to aſſiſt 
at a conference which was to be held that 
day at Don Antonio's, who was their 
dean. As I had never heard mention 
of theſe ſort of ceremonies, I enquired. 
what they might be; and was told, that 
they were meetings appointed by the 
buſhops to be held in every deanry, (at 
which the curates were all obliged to 
appear) where ſome points in divinity, 
morality, or caſe of conſcience were 
to be diſcuſſed, when each perſon was to 
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give his opinion and ſolution. A copy 
of theſe re ſent to the biſhop, — 4 
cauſed them to be examined and regiſ- 
tered by the faculty of ny; and then 
made public. 

This then was the | buſineſs that 
brought theſe gentlemen to my uncle's. 
They were all ſuperbly mounted, and 
in nowiſe ſeemed to be affected with the 
ſeverity of the times. As ſoon as they 
alighted, they ſaluted their reverend 
dean, who returned their compliments by 
ſetting before them an excellent ham, to 
keep them employed till dinner-time: 
they were not wanting to pay all due 
honours to this mark of their hoſt's hoſ- 
pitality. The ladies, who did not ex- 
pect to have met with ſo much compa- 
ny, were for taking their leaves, after 
having refreſned themſelves: but theſe 
worthy gentlemen, backed by my uncle 
Don Antonio, preſſed them to ſtay, in 
ſuch a manner, that they could not well 
refuſe : in ſhort, they conſented, and 
cards being called for, every one fat 
down, to paſs the time away till dinner. 

While they were thus devoutly occu- 
pied, a country fellow, whoſe wife lay 
at the point of death, came to deſire the 


ſacrament to be brought to her. Dos 
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Antonio, who had his hands full- with 
giving orders in the kitchen, defired 
one of his reverend gueſts to leave off 
play for a moment, and officiate in his 

room. They all offered their ſerviees ; 
but not one of them would ſtir, till the 

ame was out; ſo that the poor woman 
had all imaginable leiſure to die at her 
eaſe, which ſhe accordingly did a few 
minutes before they got to the houſe. 
Our jovial curates, however, were not 
diſconcerted by this trifling accident, 
but continued to play on, till word was 
brought that dinner was upon table. 

No ſooner was the ſummons given, 
than they all roſe up with one accord, 
and quitting the field of gaming, re- 
paired to that of mirth and feſtivity, 
which was held in a large and commo- 
dious dining-room ſet apart for theſe 
pious and truly worthy purpoſes. The 
height of profuſion reigned in every 
article. The moſt delicate wines were 
ſerved in large pitchers. Of theſe 
were ſix that for their ſize might have 
contained enough to have purified a 
whole ſynagogue. The table, which 
was covered with the moſt exquiſite 
diſhes, might diſpute voluptuouſneſs 
with 1 of our moſt ſenſual prelates. 


e I could 
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I could plainly perceive an air of ſereni- 
ty and delight diffuſed over the faces of 
* reverend gueſts, not inferior to that 
of a young court chaplain when he has 
Atte uſt been preſented to a fat benefice. 
ter a very conciſe grace, they began 
the attack on the diſhes. Never 
till that time had I known what eating 
was. The morſels followed each other 
in ſuch quick ſucceſſion, as left no room 
for the utterance of a ſingle word; ac- 
cordingly, during the firſt courſe, there 
was not. four words ſpoken, except to 


call for drink. 
Room being now made for the ſecond 


courſe, the — with whom theſe indi- 
geſted meals do not ſo well agree, were 
the firſt to ſet a converſation on foot: 
it was a little ſerious at the beginning; 
but the floods of wine that paſſed round 
the table ſoon gave it a more lively turn. 
Thoſe curates of the neighbourhood, 
who had had any affairs upon their 
hands, were now called over in review. 
» * Poor Monte Horuevo, ſays one of the 
| company, is deviliſh, unlucky to have 
fallen into the hands of ſuch a biſhop as 
he has to deal with; he is for ever per- 
ſecuting the poor man, and all ſorſooth 


becauſe he happened to break in a little 


upon 55 


1 
upon the degrees of conſanguinity in his 
correſpondence with a female relation 
that lived in the houſe with him; as if, 
in our little country towns, we were ob- 
liged to be as good caſuiſts, as thoſe 
gentlemen who are always in the midft 
of univerſities and colleges.” _ 
<« If he has been ill- treated, replied an- 
other, he may thank himſelf for it. Why 
did he not act as I did by our patriarch ? 
'The value of two reals would have done- 
the buſineſs. My good man, to be ſure, 
took it in his head to read me a lecture 
about a pretty niece that I have, what 
did 1? I knew that he was violent- 
ly enraptured with a new catechiſm 
which he had lately publiſhed, and 
which had been controverted almoſt in- 
every point. Upon this I immediately 
bought it, and gave him my promiſe to 
make uſe of it in my pariſh. This did 
the job; and we are now the beſt friends. 
in the world. As for his catechiſm, you 
know it is not worth a doit, though, poor 
foul, he has expended all the little wit 
he had upon it. But, what is that to 
me the poor man is mad enough to 
want to paſs for an author; I make my 
on uſe of his folly, and laugh in my 
lleeve at him in the mean time.“ 
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« Ay, now this is acting like a man of 
ſpirit, ſays a third. It is only fools that 
don't know how to make an advantage 
of the folly and blunders of their ſupe- 
riors. Anſwer a fool according to his folly, 
ſays Solomon, and very juſtly too; for, 
in my opinion, he mult be the prince of 
fools who would bring an old houſe up- 
on his head for want of agreeing to any 
thing required by his biſhop. But there 
is no perſuading your wife gentry to 
this; and that has juſt been the ruin of 
Porto Rejo and his pupils, whoſe only 
crime was that of having more learning 
than thoſe who condemned them- for 
rheir ignorance.” 

„To be ſure, n one of ihe 
youngeſt of the curates, it is the only 
way of acting. What the devil is their 
buſineſs to be eternally ſtudying and 
writing ? why cannot they do as we do? 

Burn all books and book-worms too, ſay 
J. Give me that excellent ſentence of 
the wiſe man, Vinum et mulieres non fa- 
ciunt hereſes : In women and wine there 
is no hereſy. Here friends, ſaid he, 
ſtriking his glaſs againſt his next neigh- 
bour's, Date nobis de olio veſtro et vinum 
Bonum 7 letiſcat Juventuten 8 
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The whole reverend band joined in 
commendation of this fine ſally, and the 
toaſt went round. The converſation 
fell upon the intrigues and gallantries of 
ſome of the ladies of the beſt faſnion in 
the neighbourhood; in the relation of 
which, theſe worthy gentlemen did not 
much conſider the modeſty of thoſe pre- 
ſent : for, as they themſelves were ac- 
cuſtomed to have their ears continually 
filled with ſuch idle ſtuff, they naturally 
ſuppoſed ours to be the ſame. | 


CHAP. VI. 


Arrival of Don Rodriguez d'Alcugna. 
As picture of that gentleman. ' The 
manner in which he treats the 
licenciates, N 


WV were all in high ſpirits, and it 
might be truly ſaid, that mirth 
and joy had taken poſſeſſion of every 
breaſt, when a ſervant came and ac- 
quainted Don Antonio that there was a 
man without, who deſired to ſpeak with 
him. My uncle immediately enquired 
what ſort of a man he was, and how he 
was dreſſed? © Shabby enough, Sir, ſaid 

| the 
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the ſervant; he ſays his name is Don 
Ferdinand Rodriguez d' Alcugna.“ Ho, 
ho! ſaid one of the licenciates, I guess 
what his buſineſs is now ; here, give | 


him theſe two reals *, and God and 


St. James be his guides.” We all | 
thought him gone about his buſineſs, | 
when, to our great ſurpriſe, we ſaw a | 
perſon enter the room, who was an ab- | 
ſolute ſtranger to all the company. The | 
man was indeed meanly dreſſed, but had | 
the moſt commanding and martial air 
with him that I had ever ſeen. He | 
carried the certificate of his ſervices 
about him in a wooden leg, which ſup- | 
plied the place of one he had loſt in tlie 


wars. He began by paying his reſpects 
in à very polite manner to all the licen- 


ciates, who ſcarce deigned him ſo much 


as a nod of the head in return, which he 


took notice of, and taking a plate from 


the ſide-board, ſat himſelf down at the 


table with as much eaſe and unconcern,. 


as if he had been one of the family. All 
the company, and my uncle himſelf, 


aſtoniſhed at the oddity of his behaviour, 


had their eyes fixed on him, not know- 


A real is a Spaniſh ſilver coin, in vatue about 


53 d. of our money. 
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ing at firſt. what to think. I ſee, get 
tlemen, ſaid he, drawing his chair cloſe to 


the table, that you are as much ſurpriſed 


at my behaviour, as I was juſt now at 
yours. I muſt own it 1s pretty extraor- 
dinary on both ſides; but mine may at 
leaſt ſerve to ſhew you that I am above 
the affronts of people to whom I am cer- 
tain my company does honour, You 
would have ſpared them too, had you 
known how to diſtinguiſh your men; 
and therefore I think it proper to learn 
you ſo to do, that you may not fall into 
the like miſtake another time. Know 
then, gentlemen, that ſuch as you now ſee 
me, it is not long ſince filled one of the 
moſt conſiderable places at court. My at- 
tachment to my prince made me quit it, 
to go and ſerve in the army, and I diſtin- 
guiſhed myſelf by my ſervices. But the 
miſchances of war, and an unforeſeen re- 
verſe of fortune, ſoon reduced me to the 
condition in which you at preſent behold 


me. All this I could have borne with 


tolerable patience ; but for the death of 
ten of my ſons, whom I had ſent into 
the ſervice, and who were all unfor- 
tunately killed at the battle of Eſtremes, 
lately gained by our troops. As they 
were Ki my comfort, and that I hoped 
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to ſee them one day become the ſupport 
of my old age, having now. loſt them, 
I am returning to, court, where I flatter 
myſelf I ſhall obtain from my royal ma- 
ſter a reward for my own ſervice, and 
thoſe of ten boys. Having heard in my 
way that you gentlemen were the diſtri- 
buters of the charitable donations for the 
uſe of the poor, to a ſhare in which my 
preſent condition gives me an undoubt- 
ed right, I was very deſirous to. be an 
eye-witneſs of the manner in which you 
N55 ls yourſelves. of that pious office: 
and if I may judge by what I have ſeen, 
it muſt be allowed that you do it to a 
miracle; and that if every one, who 
ſtands in need of your aſſiſtance, meets 
with the ſame ſucceſs that I have done 
this day, it would” certainly be a great 
happineſs to be in the liſt. of your pen- 
ſioners “, LIT. | 

As biting as this ſpeech. was, the 
honeſt licenciates ſeemed to give little 
artention to 1t: on the contrary, find- 
ing. that their new gueſt was diſpoſed 
to treat them thus cavalierly, they 
thought they had na reaſon: to. confine. 
themſelves in the. leaſt on his account, 
and accordingly reſumed” their converſa- 
tion, which began to grow more fpirited 
32 48 


Ll 453 
as the bottle went briſker round, till at 
length they came to double entendres, 
which they carried to ſuch a length that 
they found it neceſſary to explain them- 
ſelves in Latin, for fear of driving the 
ladies entirely out of the room. This 


noble topic brought them inſenſibly up- 


on that of marriage, in which ſtate the 
ſhewed themſelves no ſmall adepts. I 
have learnt ſince that this 1s the favourite 
theme of our prieſts and monks, who 
acquire a much greater degree of know- 
lege therein, than either in divinity or 
morality. 3 8 
Having now exhauſted their ſubject 
and their liquor, they deſired the ſtrange 
gentleman to give them ſome little ſtory 
in his turn. © Come, Signor PAlcugna, 
ſaid one of the licenciates to him in a 
tone of raillery, you mult pay your ſcot; 
it ſhall never be ſaid that we have given 
you your dinner gratis; a man, Who 
like you was ſo long converſant in a 
court, cannot but have learnt ſome very 
entertaining intrigues and droll amours to 
divert us with.“ „I ſhould be furniſhed 
with many more, replied DonRodriguez 
very gravely, had I ever read over ſome 
of your famous caſuiſts: but I thank 
heaven, I have rather more modeſty than 
. tO 
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to defile my mouth, or the ears of the 
company, with ſuch impurity. A man 
who knows the world, and has the leaſt 
good breeding, ſcorns to uſe ſuch dit. 
courſes, eſpecially in the hearing of a ſex 
that commands our reſpect and deference 
as much as it does our love and adinira- 
tion: you will therefore excuſe me, gen- 
tlemen, if I do not begin to do a thing 
which I never have done as yet. There 
15 a variety of amuſing ſubjects to enliven 
converſation, without running into ab- 
ſurdities or indecency. But if I muſt 


abſolutely pay my {cot, I will tell you a 
better ſtory, which 1 heard one day at 
his majeſty's levee, when I had the honor 
of attending at court. And tho? tales 
of this kind have their exiſtence only in 


the- imagination of him who invents 
them, yet they are not altogether with- 
out their uſe ; as I ſhall leave you to 
judge from that with which I am about 
to entertain. you : the king declared 
himſelf greatly pleaſed with it, and I 
doubt not but you will find it both in- 
ſtructive and amuſing. . 


The 
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in ſhort, finding all the art and efforts 
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The DEVIL Sick: 
A T- ALE; 


ONCE on a time Lucifer fell ill; the 
alarm was preſently ſpread through 


all hell; and phyſicians, of which there 


is no want in that place, were ſent for 
in abundance : but, as their ſkill is no 
greater in the lower world than in this, 
they fell ſhort in their endeavours to 
cure his infernal majeſty. Donna Pro- 
ſerpina his conſort, who led but an in- 
different kind of a life with him, was 
not very ſorry. at firſt for her huſband's 


illneſs. The generality of women are 


pleaſed with miſchief : however, when 
ſhe ſaw him given over by the phyfi- 
clans, ſhe began to feel her tenderneſs 
awakened, and never were ſeen ſtronger 
marks of conjugal grief than thofe which 
ſhe exhibited on this occaſion. Lord 
Lucifer, to his no ſmall ſurpriſe and ſa- 
tisfaction, ſaw himſelf loaded with more 
careſſes and expreſſions of kindneſs than 
he had received from her for upwards of 
five thouſand fix hundred and feventy- 
four years that they had lived together: 


of 
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of the phyſical tribe at a ſtand, ſhe was 
reſolved to try her own little ſkill to- 
wards the recovery of her grim paramour. 
But in the firſt place ſhe aſked him whe- 
ther he was willing to ſubmit to her pre- 
{criptions, and take ſuch remedies as ſhe 
ſhould adminiſter to him with her own 
hands ? 

Lucifer anſwered, that he was very 
willing to take whatever ſhe ſhould give 
him, provided ſhe would only tell him 
what it was. Well, ſays ſhe, if that is 
the caſe, preſenting 1 in the inſtant a phial 
which ſhe held in her hand to him, take 
this, my dear; it is the ſoul of a lawyer ; 
there is not a more excellent purgative;” 
* no, nor any thing ſo indigeſtible, 
ſaid the devil, interrupting her in a pet. 
Have you forgot how I had like to have 
burſt about ſix, months ago, only by 
having juſt felt one, notwithſtanding 
you had the precaution to dreſs it in the 
niceſt manner?” 

Odſo! I did not recollect that, replied 
Proſerpine; but here is ſomething more 
balſamic and eaſy, of digeſtion; it is the 
foul of an exciſeman ; that, ſurely, will 
fit light upon your ſtomach. tien he 
ſoul of an exciſeman | cried Lucifer, ah! 
away with! it, away with it; don 1 you 

now 
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know that the ſouls of thoſe gentry are 
uſed to fatten on the ſubſtance and mar- 
row of the people; by my fork, if I was 
to ſwallow it, it would ſuck the very 
marrow out of my bones. 

Well then, continued Proſerpine, you 
ſurely will not refuſe this; here is the 
foul of an overgrown monk, who never 
lived upon any thing but partridges and 
white bread, Ah! for ſhame, replied 
his diabolical majeſty, are you making 

ame of me? am ] in a fit condition to 
digeſt fuch kind of food? his greaſe 
would riſe ſo upon my ſtomach that I 
ſhould vomit my heart out; ah! I am 
ready to bring it up already at the bare 
mention of ſuch a meſs. 

Alack-a-day, ſaid ſhe, I ſee plainly 
now, that your diſorder has taken away 
your taſte, for you was wont to feaſt up- 
on them ſometimes; but ſince nothing 
but dainties will go down with you, I 
think we muſt endeavour to get them 
for you. Let me ſee you ſwallow this 
ſoul of a young nun, who was never yet 
tempted by her director. And where 
the plague will you find that, replied 
Lucifer ? you may as well look for 
a biſhop that never ſold a preſentation, or 
2 divine that practiſes what he preaches. 
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Believe me, my dear half, it will be la- 

bour loſt to look for any thing of that 

Kind; ſo you may c'en ſpare yourſelf the 

pains: I have traverſed the world more 

than ever you did, and I am ſure I could 
never meet with either the one or the 

4 other of them in all my flights. 

! Well, but one may at leaſt get you 
5 the ſoul of a confeſſor to a young prince, 
that is tit-bit in great eſteem in the up- 
per world, and may poſſibly do you ſer- 
VICE. Had that been the caſe, ſaid 
Satan, I ſhould never have been ill; for 

_T breakfaſt upon them every morning. 
No, no; nothing of that kind will do 
my buſineſs. There is but one thing I 
have any extraordinary deſire to. I have 
heard that nature frequently finds a cure 
to the diſorder in the particular appetite 
or deſire of the patients. Now I have a 
{trong pre-ſentiment that what I ſo much 
long tor will perfectly recover me ; but 
the difficulty is where to find it. 

Oh my dear ſweet devil of an huſband, 
cry'd Prolerpine, throwing her arms 
round his neck, 1s there any thing too 
difficult, when it concerns the life and 

health of thoſe we love ? Only ſpeak, and 

reſt aſſured that I will leave nothing un- 


done to deliver you from this deplora- 
ble 
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ble ſituation. Muſt heaven and earth 
be overturned, the elements contound- 
ed, and all things reduced to their pri- 
mitive chaos? I will let looſe all the 
powers of hell, and put them into action, 
but what you defire ſhall be found and 
got for you. Softly, good wite, replied 
the infernal monarch, there is no occa- 
ſion for all this buſtle; beſides, if you 
was to ſet all the devils in my kingdom 
upon the hunt, I queſtion much whether 
they would be able to find the thing in 
queſtion ſo ſoon as you imagine, and 
yet it is not abſolutely impoſſible to be 
found ; but it is ſo very ſcarce, that one 
may as good as ſay it is impoſſible : and 
pray, what may this ſame ſcarce commo- 
dity be, ſaid Proſerpine? for pity's fake, 
my jewel, ſuffer me not to languiſh thus 
in uncertainty. Why then, if you muſt 
have it, ſaid Lucifer, I long for the 
ſouls of fix c country curates, all chaſte, 
ſober, and charitable, boil'd down to a 
ſtrong jelly; and I am certain that this, 
and this alone, would reſtore 1 me to hfe 
and health.” | 
When Don Rodriguez came to this 

part of his ſtory, he did not ſtay to finiſh 
the reſt, but riſing from table, he took 
his hat, and making a very low bow to 

| | D* 2 | the 
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the company, he withdrew, leaving our 
gueſts confounded and ſpeechleſs. 1 
could not forbear admiring the ingeni- 
ous method he had taken of telling them 
their own: ay, ſaid ] to mylelt, this 
paying his {cot with a vengeance. 
The ſoup, with which Don Rodriguez 
had juſt regaled them, ſat ſo heavy on 
their ſtomachs, that I verily believe it 
would have ſuffocated them, had they not 
taken the precaution to dilute it with 
frequent bumpers : but, nevertheleſs, it 
was continually riſing uppermoſt. A 
retty fellow this with his fick devil, 
Faid one of the curates; what? he wants 
a curate or two like us to cure him with 
a pox to him] By St. Jago, ſaid ano- 
ther, if her devilſhip of a wife of his was 
in ſuch a hurry to have him cured, ſhe 
mould have given him a ſew drops of 
the wonderful elixir lately ſent us from 
Papimania, the virtues of which are ſo 
great, that I have ſeen ſeveral perſons, 
after taking a dole or two, ſwallow the 
largeſt fine-cures, without ever finding 
their ſtomachs the leaſt hurt by them. 
This ſpeech ſet the whole room in a 
loud laugh; I preſently imagined that 
there muſt be ſome myſtery in the laſt 
words, and turning to one of the licen- 
tiates 


1 


tiates who ſat next to me, I begged hinz 
to explain the meaning of them, which 
he did in the manner as will be ſeen | in 
the following chapter. 


H WE 


Which is as curious, and intereſting, 
ay oy in this book. 


OU muſt know, Seltinch Ranucio, 
ſaid the licentiate to aw; that it is 
now between eighteen and twenty years 
fince the prince Albanius had a ſon by 
Donna Ines Loyolina, to whom he had 
been privately married before he aſcend- 
ed the throne of Papimania. The prince 
would never have been drawn into this 
alliance, but through the perſuaſions of 
thoſe who were continually extolling the 
immenſe riches and credit of this lady; 
and in fact, he no ſooner beheld the un- 
happy fruit of his clandeſtine marriage, 
than he reſolved to have it diſſolved be- 
fore the grandees of his kingdom or his 
ſubjects ſhould come to know it. 

This ſtep, how violent ſoever in ap- 
pearance, was yet abſolutely neceſſary. 
It will be ſufficient to his juſtification, 
KF 2 that 


. 
that we give a picture of the ſon he had 
by this ambitious princeſs: It was a 
monſter, who, with a moſt hideous head, 
had fifty arms, and as many legs, all of 
different lengths. This monſtrous aſ- 
ſemblage of parts terminated in a long 
tail full of the moſt ſubtle poiſon; and, 
what rendered it ſtill more hideous and 

lreadful was, that this tail caſt forth 
thunders and lightenings againſt every 
one who had not the complaiſance to 

think it very beautiful and fine. 
So hideous a monſter ought certainly 
to have been ſtifled as ſoon as born, and 
doubtleſs this is what prince Albanius 
would -have had done, could he have 
torn it from the arms of its mother. 
But, from the inſtant of its birth, Ines 
made it the object of all her tenderneſs 
and delight. She even carried her blind 
love for it ſo far, as to endeavour, not- 
- withſtanding its being ſuch a monſter, 
to get it declared legitimate, and place it 
on the throne of its father. Such were 
her views, when ſhe was informed that 
the prince her huſband was, as I have 
already told. you, about to rid himſelf of 
mother and child together. You will 
eaſily conceive what muſt have been her 
ſurpriſe, or rather rage, at this dreadful 
85 news. 
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news. She ſwore, ſhe threatened, the 
raged, and, in order to intimidate her 
huſband, ſhe brought all her friends and 
relations upon his back, which were 1n 
great numbers, and very powerful. 
They had the inſolence to threaten to 
expel him from the throne, and would 
moſt certainly have been as good as their 
words, had not the prince, to make the 
beſt of this tickliſh ſituation, had re- 
courſe to a little policy, and promiſed 
to do juſt as they would have him: in 
conſequence of this, he convoked an af- 
fembly of all the principal men of his 
kingdom. 5 3 

Tho' his pride was hurt by this con- 
ceſſion, yet he comforted himſelf with 
the hopes that his nobles would favour - 
his views, and enable him to diſſolve his 
marriage. His hopes were not without 
foundation; but the princeſs, who was 
ſtrictly upon her guard, had the precau- 
tion to gain over his chancellor Molines, 
who put a ſtop to the deſign. This art- 
ful miniſter made a ſpeech to the nobles, 
aſſembled to the number of ſeventy- 
two, in which he ſet before them the 
many advantages and vaſt poſſeſſions that 
would accrue to the ſtate by paſling this 
act of ligitimation, which he ſaid would 
| W © 7) * at 
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at once put an end to all feuds and ani- 
moſities, and firmly ſecure the public 
tranquility. He then expatiated courtier- 
like on the virtues of both father and 
ſon, and from thence launched out in 
praiſe of thoſe who were their counſellors 
and aſſiſtants in the arduous taſk of go- 
verning. In a word, he knew ſo well 
how to work upon their diſpoſitions, 
that nothing remained but for the young 
'prince to appear and receive the ſuf- 
trages of the whole aſſembly in his fa 
vour. 

-In&s, who was delighted to a leaner 
of tranſport with this favourable begin- 
ning, ruined all again, by her precipita- 
tion. The inſtant ſhe received the news 


.of the fayourable diſpoſition of the ſtates, 


ſhe haſtened to conduct her ſon to the 
great hall appointed for his coronation. 
; 4 what was her grief and difappoint- 
ment, when, inſtead of the general ho- 
mage, which ſhe expected to ſee paid 


him, ſhe heard herſelf loaded with a 


thouſand: curſes. The nobles, terrified 
at his horrid figure, not only were un- 
able to bear the ſight of him, but to a 
man fled out of the palace, deaf to all 
the remonſtrances and fine promiſes 


of the chancellor Molines, and ran to 
hide 


© 


e 
hide themſelves, every one in his Vine- 

mM. 
ag his accident, which the princeſs 
might eaſily have foreſeen, had ſhe not 
been wholly blinded by partiality, did 
not however make her. abandon her 
project. She reſolved to make a ſecond 
attempt as ſoon as the nobles might be 
| ſuppoſed to have recovered a little from 
their fright: but the apprehenſion of 
meeting with another rebuff of the ſame 
kind with the former, made her a little 


more wary in her proceedings: ſhe con- 


ſulted her relations what ſteps would be 
moſt proper for her to take in order to 
ſucceed. They were unanimous in ad- 
viſing her to addreſs herſelf to one Tel- 
lerio, who was as I may ſay the factotum 
of the whole family. He was an old 
Gaul deeply verſed in magic and necro- 
mancy ; his abilities had been experienced 
by almoſt every one preſent on ſome occa- 
ſion or another: in fact, he was a perſon 
of great ſkill in his profeſſion. To give 
you ſome light idea of his capacity, I 
{hall content myſelf with ſaying, that 
this old druid had ſome time before be- 
witched one of the greateſt empires in 
the world in fuch a manner, as to make 
them adore pictures and puppets in the 
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room of the true God: and, what is ſtill 
more aſtoniſhing, he had even found the 
ſecret to faſcinate the eyes of prince Al- 
banius himſelf ſo as to make him believe 
that this impious and ridiculous worſhip 
had nothing in it but what was conſon- 
ant and agreeable to true religion. 

Such was the worthy perſonage to 
whom Inẽs addreſſed herſelf for aſſiſt- 
ance. As the inſtallation of her only 
ſon was a project in which the glory and 
reputation of her whole family were con- 
cerned, the old druid, who had the ho- 
nor of being related to them, reſolved 
to uſe his utmoſt efforts to inſure its ſuc⸗ 
ceſs. 

In this view he invoked all the powers 
of earth and hell to his aſſiſtance, and 
with their help compoſed a diabolical 
elixir, which he ſent to the princeſs by 
one of his ſervants. Ines received it 
with all imaginable joy; and, to reward 
the ſervices of the maſter in the perſon 
of the ſervant, ſhe made him a rich pre- 
ſent; (a happy preſage of what ſhe was 
one day to do for thoſe who entered 
heartily and zealouſly into her intereſt. 
And now, the better to conceal her 
deſign, ſhe, with the advice of Tellerio, 
prepared a magnificent entertainment; 
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to which ſhe invited, in the prince her 
huſband's name, all the nobles of the 
court. - The reaſon of this high mark of 
the royal favor was induſtriouſly con- 
cealed from them ; however, the major 
part gueſs'd at the real cauſe : accord- 
ingly, out of ſeventy-two, who were the 
firſt time at the palace, there were not 
paſſing four or five that now made their 
appearance: theſe were ſome time be- 
fore they were introduced to the prince, 
as the reſt were every moment expected: 
but they not coming, the few who at- 
tended were uſhered into the great hall 
prepared for the feaſt, where they were 
received with abundance of carreſſes by 
Ines and the prince. 

Nothing was talked of but mirth and 
jollity, and not a word tranſpired of the 
real motive of their invitation, till the 
_ princeſs perceived the elixir, whicli ſhe- 

had mixed with their wine, had begun 
to operate; and, indeed, never did 
charm produce ſo ſudden and ſo extra- 
ordinary an effect: for, beſides depriv- 
ing them of all knowlege and reaſon, it 
utterly faſcinated their ſight, and made 
them behold the moſt admirable and ſur- 


: prifing things. 
What 
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What ſtruck them the moſt, was the 

| wonderful metamorphoſis they. beheld in 
the perſon of prince Albanius himſelf, who 
naw appeared quite altered to their eyes. 
A god-like and majeſtic air had taken poſ- 
lefon of his former bald and wrinkled 
front: he ſeemed to them now a leſs 
mortal, than ſome god ready to deliver 
his oracles, which they only waited to 
hear, to receive them with the moſt pro- 
found reſpect. On each ſide of him 
they beheld two tables, on which were 
ſpread the rewards and puniſhments that 
awaited them, according to the party 
they embraced. One was covered with 
commiſſions and patents for honors, dig- 
nities, and places of the higheſt truſt 
and profit: in a word, with every thing 
capable of flattering the vanity and 
ambition of man. Round this table was 

the following Latin inſcription, engraven 
in letters of gold, Hæc omnia tibi dabo, ſi 
cadens adoraveris me *, The other was 
ſpread with orders for baniſhment, and 
commitments to the galleys, jails, and 
whipping-poſts, with this legend, Hæc vos 
pana manet T. As much as s theſe objects 


* All this will I give thee, if thou wilt 80 
down and worſhip me. | 


1 This is the puniſhment prepared for you. 
ſtruck. 5 
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ſtruck them with dread and terror, ſo 
much did the ſight of the others allure 
their attention and flatter their deſire of 
gain. Ines ſoon perceived the effects 
produced in their minds, from whence 
ſhe formed a favorable preſage of her 
ſcheme, and immediately ſent for her 
lon. 

The gueſts were ſtill wrapp'd up in. 
ecſtaſy, when the young prince entered 
the hall, accompanied by a dozen of his 
relations on the mother's ſide : and now 
the charm began to work its principal 
effect. This monſter, at whoſe fight 
they had ſo lately fled with the utmoſt 
crop: no longer appeared ſo hide- 
ous and frightful, no longer inſpired 
them with dread and horror: on the 
contrary, they embraced his knees, of- 
fered him a thouſand carreſſes, and hum- 
bly entreated him to forgive the injurx 
they had done him, in not paying him 
at firſt thoſe honors which were his due, 
and declared themſelves ready to make 
him reparation, not only by inftantly: 

acknowledging him as ſole heir to the 
crown, but by talling down and worſhip- 
ping him, if he thought proper to defire 
it. Incs thanked them for their genero- 
ſity ; and, to give them a prefent mark 

of 
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of her gratitude and acknowledgment, 
ſhe made the prince her huſband confer 
a principality on each of them, with an 
aſſurance of its being only an earneſt of 
future favors which ſhould be heap'd on 
them in proportion to their zeal and at- 
tachment to her ſon. 

They now proceeded to the legitima- 
tion of this monſtrous offspring, which, 
after a ſhort preamble, paſſed by the un- 
animous votes of all preſent. He was 


then lead to the throne, which he mount- 


ed, and the ceremony concluded with 
prayers for the father and mother, and 
the worthy offspring of ſuch an illuſtri- 
ous pair. 

And now the news of this inſtallation 
ſoon ſpread abroad. The four lords, who 
had taſted ſo largely of the prince's 
bounty, were the firſt to publiſh it with 
the moſt laviſh encomiums on the great 

perfections of his ſon, whom they ex- 
tolled as the moſt amiable and accom-_ 
pliſhed young prince that ever graced a 
royal union; he was a maſter-piece of 
nature, a gift from heaven: nay, they 
carried their abominable flattery ſo far, 
as to ſtile him THE ONLY SON OF A GOD, 
whom it was in the higheſt degree impi- 


ous not to adore, 5 
The 
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The reſt of the nobles who had form- 
ed a very different idea of him at the 
firſt ſight, laughed at their brethren for 
fools and madmen, and indeed not with- 
out ſome ſhew of reaſon : but when they 
came to reflect that prince Albanius,who. 
had always ſhewn himſelf a perſon of ſenſe 
and diſcernment, would not certainly have 
beſtowed theſe governments and princi- 
palities upon them, which were ſome. 
of the ſtrongeſt holds in his kingdom, 
had he perceived- any thing like mad- 
neſs or folly in them : they ſuſpended 
farther judgment for a while, deter- 
mined to convince themſelves by a ſe- 
cond viſit, if all the wonders told them 
of the young prince had any foundation 
in truth. 7 
To fay the truth, they were not ſo 
much incited to take this ſtep thro? cu- 
rioſity, as from a jealous apprehenſion of 
{ſeeing their colleagues become more 
powerful than themſelves. In ſhort, a; 
deſire of having an equal ſhare of honors, 
and preferments was indeed the true and 
only motive that drew them once more 
to the royal palace. Ines, who made 
no. doubt that the fame. of her libe- 
rality would at length bring them ta, 
| g 1 
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V2 lure; determined # firſt to refuſe 
them admittance: but her relations and 
counſellors having repreſented- to her 
that ſhe was ſtill in need of the voices 
of theſe nobles, ſhe made uſe of her cuſ- 


romary policy, and gave them if poſſible 
a kinder reception than ſhe had done to 


the others. Scarce had they taſted the 


inchanted cup, and received one a prin- 
cipality, another a government, and 


others a good warm penſion, than they 
jaw with quite different eyes, and rati- 


fied all that had been done by their col- 
leagues. | 

Had Inẽs known how to govern her 
ambition, ſhe would have been ſatisfied 
with theſe ſuffrages ; but ſhe was re- 
ſolved to have thoſe of the magiſtrates 
and the people likewiſe. With this de- 


ſign ſhe drew a promiſe from the nobles, 
that they would aſſiſt her with all their 


credit and authority in this great affair: 
this they bound themſelves to by an 
oath. And ſtill the better to inſure ſuc- 
ceſs, ſhe cauſed her famous magician to 
make a prodigious quantity of the elixir, 
of which ſhe gave numberleſs parcels to 
her relations and the choſen meſſengers 
of her will, who, like ſo many mounte- 
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banks, | 
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banks, went up and down diſtributing | 
them thro? all the towns and cities in the 
kingdom of Papimania. 

Had ſhe even ſtopt there, me right 
probably have fucceeded : but her ex- 
ceſſive fondneſs for her ſon proved the 
ruin of them both. As ſelf-love always 
makes us ſee beauties in our own off- 
ipring, let them be never ſo deformed ; 
the infatuated princeſs thought nothing 
worthy to be ſet in competition with her 
brat, whom ſhe doated on to the- moſt 
extravagant degree. She took it in her 
head then, agreeable to the weakneſs 
common to moſt mothers, that every 
one muſt neceſſarily look upon her child 
with the ſame eyes as ſhe herſelf did: 
and, in this fond perſuaſion, ſhe cauſed 
a number of pictures of him to be 
drawn, which ſhe ſent into all the un 
vinces of the kingdom. | 

No ſooner were the copies of this 
monſtrous original (which however they 
had moſt ſtrangely flattered) made pub- 
lic, than it cauſed a general inſurrection 
throughout the kingdom. The relations 
and friends of Ines, who had undertaken 
to get him acknowledged as heir to the 
crown, in vain endeavoured to palliate 
the horror and deformity of his figure; 
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it was time and labor loſt. The elixir, on 
which they ſo much depended, had loſt 
the greateſt part of its virtue by the 
way, and was no longer of any ſervice to 
them : as little availed the blue hats, 
green ſcarfs, and red band-ſtrings, with 
all the reſt of the knicknackery which 
Ines had procured for them of her huſ- 
band prince Albanius. The people who 
are unacquainted with ambition, were 
not to be impoſed upon by all this tinſel; 
and all that the agents of Ines could do, 
was to bring over ſome few of the infe- 
rior magiſtrates, who ſuffered themſelves 
to be caught with a rattle : but they ſoon 
were the dupes of their own folly ; for 
the violent proceedings of Loyolina and 
her relations had now ſtirred the nation 
to ſuch a pitch, that they threw off all 
reſtraint, and of their own authority diſ- 
annulled all that had been done in favor 
of the monſtrous prince, whoſe perſon 
they ſeized, and ſent him in chains to 
the general aſſembly of the nation, to 
do with him as ſhould ſeem good in their 


eyes. 
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CHAP. VIIL 


A battle between the licentiates, oc- 
caſioned by the foregoing ſtory. 
The adventures of a marriage- 
feaſt. | 


ring this relation, which I jams 

ed to with the greateſt pleaſure, 

I obſerved that it had a very different 
effect on one of the. company, named 
Caſtilmoro, a licentiate, who addreſſing 
himſelf to my hiſtorian, maſter Curate, 
ſaid he as ſoon as he had finiſhed, me- 


thinks you give your tongue ſtrange | 


liberties; it is plain that the wine has 


made you forget the reſpe& you owe to 


the character of prince Albanius. I am 
very ſenſible, replied my licentiate, that 
his character of prince demands reſpect 
at my hands; but you know very well 


that the kingdom of Papimania is not 


hereditary ; therefore no one is obliged 


to extend the reſpect and homage all 
owe the prince, to his children, eſpecial- 
ly when not acknowledged as ſuch by 
the great aſſembly of the nation, and 


that they are ſuch monſters as him we 
2s have 


68 } 


have been mentioning. God preſerve 


me ! cried Caſtilmoro, juſt beſide himſelf 
with rage, can any one, without the moſt 
horrid 1mpiety, ſpeak in this manner of 
the moſt lovely and accompliſhed of all 
princes! of a prince, who, next to God 
and his bleſſed mother, merits all our 
adoration! a prince worthy to have altars 
raiſed 
other, interrupting him with a ſneer, 
where he would ſerve excellently well to 
add one to the number of their pagods, 
for one would fwear he had been formed 
exactly upon their model. 


This reparteẽ pleas'd the reſt of the 


company as much as it did me: never- 
theleſs I could obſerve that ſome of our 
gueſts were a little ſcandalizedꝭꝭ the free- 
dom of it, which made me conclude that 
they were divided in their opinions about 
this ſon of Albanius. I was more fully 
convinced of this when I ſaw the whole 
company, which before had been as one 
perſon, divide themſelves into two dif- 
ferent parties, and begin to diſpute with 
great vehemence. 

As the wine had put their ſpirits into 
a ferment, the diſpute could not fail of 
growing warm. They began by argu- 
ments, from thence proceeded to abuſe; 


and | 


In China perhaps, ſaid the 


E 
and finally to blows. The table, with - 
all its apparatus, were the firſt things 
that preſented themſelves as arms to the 
combatants ; but, when every thing of 
this kind was deſtroyed and broken, 
they fell to fiſty-cuffs, collaring, buffet- 
ting, and overturning one another with 
ſuch fury, that I expected every mo- 
ment to ſee ſome of them knock'd on 
the head. | 
1 hardly knew whether to laugh or 
cry at ſuch a tragi-comical ſpectacle. Is 
it poſſible, ſaid I to myſelf, that church- 
men ſhould be fools enough to cut one 
- another's throats about ſuch extravagan- 
cies? Where 1s their underſtanding ? 
where their charity and brotherly love ? 
The ladies had taken flight at the be- 
ginning g the onſet ; fo that I was left 
alone with the Spaniſh gentleman, who 
ſuffered not the leaſt diſcompoſure of 
muſcles from this farce, nor departed 
from his natural gravity and.phlegmatic 
deportment. . | 
Don Antonio, my uncle, who had 
very wiſely taken care to place himſelf 
out of reach of the blows that were ſo 
| Iiberally dealt about, kept crying out to 
us to part them, and put an end to the 
diſturbance: but we were not quite ſuch 
fools to undertake any thing of the kind, 


but 


F 
but left them at full liberty to deal with | 
each other as they thought proper, | 
They were ſtill hard at it, and there 
| ſeemed little probability of the fray - 
being ſoon ended, when on a ſudden 
we heard the ſound of muſical inſtru- 
ments playing a very briſk ſymphony. 
J immediately left the roam, ſhutting 
the door after me, and went to ſee to 
whom we were indebted for this ſerenade. 
It was the young lord of the manor, who 
was conducting home, with muſick and 
great rejoicing, a couple whom Don An- 
tonio had married the day before : and, 
as he was prevented by his company 
coming in from being preſent at the 
marriage-feaſt, which was held at the 
manor-houſe, the ſquire, and the whole | 
wedding-band had come to give him 
part of the entertainment. I conducted | 
them all into the great hall, and began 
dancing with them myſelf, to give our 
| 


champions time to put themſelves a little 
to rights after their combat. However, 
I need not have been fo very ſollicitous 
about them ; for no ſooner did they hear 
the found of the muſic, than the demon 
of madneſs, which had taken poſſeſſion 
of them, quitted them; and, ſeparating 
of their own accord, they got each up | 
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his horſe, and, after thanking my uncle 
for his kind reception, made the beſt of 
their way homewards. 
Thus finiſhed the conference at which 
theſe gentlemen had been called to aſſiſt. 
As doubt much whether it may find a 
place among thoſe which our patriarch 
s ſhortly going to make public, I was 
willing to give it one in theſe memoirs, 
that he may one day or another be in- 
formed of it. 

And now the ladies, who had been 
ſcared by the noiſe and thunder of 
the war, returned and joined us; they 
danced with the gentlemen in their 
turns, till the evening which now came 
on apace, gave them a hint that it was 
time to retire. 

The whole company were in like man- 
ner preparing to leave us, when an acci- 
dent happened that detained them for 
ſome time longer; and which, for its 
ſingularity, deſerves a place in theſe 
memoirs. | 

The reader will remember, char: a- 
mong the gueſts that came to our 
houſe in the morning, I mentioned a 
Spaniſh. gentleman, that accompanied 
two ladies, one of whom was not only 
very. ha but of a moſt engaging 


ſweetneis 


—— E 


5 ſweetneſs of carriage. This gentleman 
ſſeeing the company about to retire, pro- 


poſed to cloſe the ball himſelf. I had 
remarked, that, while the reſt were 


dancing, he every now and then caſt 


his eyes on the bride, and fetched a 
deep ſigh, while the tears ſtole down 
his cheeks: ſuch a behaviour in an aſ- 
ſembly, where every thing breathed 
mirth ad jollity, appeared to me ve 
extraordinary, and I could not help 
thinking that ſomething more than 
common mult paſs within him to oc- 
caſion this. The ſequel will ſhew I was 
not miſtaken. 

He had offered, as I faid before, to 
cloſe the ball, and gave his hand to the 
bride, who danced with him. As the 
company had juſt been taking a little 
refreſhment, ſhe had not time to put on 
her gloves, but danced that once with- 
out them. This was not obſerved at 
firſt by the gentleman, whoſe eyes and at- 
tention were otherwiſe employed. But 
when ſhe came to give him her hand to- 

wards: the end of the dance, he was ſud- 
denly ſtruck with the luſtre bf a large 
diamond which ſhe wore on her finger. 
He very politely. begged her to fayour 
him with a nearer fight of it, wine 255 
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as genteelly complied with. But what 
was his ſurprize, when he ſaw his own 
name and his wife's on it in a cypher! 
Madam, ſaid he, looking earneſtly at 
her, will it not be a piece of -preſumprtiok * 
in me to aſk you of whom you had this 
ring? I think to have ſeen it in other 
hands Ah! what do I behold! 
You ſeem troubled ! Is it poſſible, 
Madam, that you ſhould be acquainted 
with my lovely Sophia? This ring ſhe 


once received from my hands, as a 


pledge of my faith and conſtancy; it is 
ſtill dear to me, tho? above ſix years are 
paſt ſince death tore the beauteous owner 
from my arms.“ 

The lady, overwhelm'd with ſur- 
prize and trouble, made no anſwer 
to theſe words, but by a flood of 
tears, which greatly aſtoniſned the 
whole company. Good God! Ma- 
dam, cry'd the gentleman eagerly, do 
you anſwer me only by your tears? 
Heavens! how they charm mel 
and yet, perhaps, they may too ſoon 
plunge me in the moſt cruel dilemma ! 
No matter! nothing can be comparable 
to the joy of finding you again, after 
having ſhed ſo many tears for your ſup- 


poſed death : Yes, my deareſt Sophia, 
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in me you ſee your tender, your faithful 
Frontiera !” 
At theſe words he embraced the lady 
17 the tendereſt manner, who immediate- 
y fainted away in his arms. The bride- 
groom ſurprized at what he ſaw, and 
ſkung with reſentment at the liberty 
the gentleman had taken with his 
wafe, flew to him with his ſword in his 
- Hand, to puniſh him for his boldneſs, 
and would actually have run him thro”, 
bad he not been withheld by the compa- 
ny, who. inſiſted upon knowing the occa- 
ſion of the quarrel. The ſtrange gen- 
tleman immediately fatisfied their curio- 
diy by. relating his hiſtory, ſuch as it is 
5 Pd in the following * 
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The involuntary Exchange. 
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ON Balthazar de F rontiera, my. fa- 5 
ther, ſeeing himſelf encumbered 


with a great number of children, reſolv- 
ed that we ſhould each of us embrace 
ſome ſort of employ. He ſent me to 


ſtudy fortification: after which I took 


up arms, as a profeſſion the moſt ſuita- 


ble to my birth. I was only eighteen , . 
years of age when I entered into the ſer- | 


vice of the king of Spain; and the ge- 


neral peace which then reigned all ov r 


Europe, leaving me no room to expect 


advancement, I went to. Portugal, in 
hopes of ſucceeding better there. lt 
was there that I firſt ſaw and loved the 
adorable Sophia; but it coft me three | 
years of continual aſſiduities, before T 


could compaſs the end of my wiſhes : at 
laſt our hands were joined; but the hour 
of our union might be ſaid to be that of 
the diviſion of our two countries. The 
Fortugueze having thrown off the Spa- 
2 . and put themſelves under the 
VEST E 2 dominion 
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dominion of the duke of Braganza, the 
flames of war were immediately lighted 
up between the two kingdoms. The 
engagements I had ſo newly entered in- 
to in Portugal, did not however hinder 
me from remaining faithful to my prince, 
and I had an opportunity of diſtinguiſh- 
ing myſelf in ſeveral actions; the parti- 
culars of which, I ſhall not take up your 
time in relating: it is ſufficient to inform 
you, that the king overpaid my ſervices, 
by creating me brigadier of his forces, 
and knight of the order of St. James. 
While my ſervices were thus reward- 
od by the court of Madrid, the court of 
Liſbon -was preparing for me, without 
knowing it, the moſt cruel revenge. 
John of Braganza having, notwithſtand- 
ing all we could do, made himſelf maſter 
of Portugal, iſſued an edict, command- 
ing all Spaniards to depart forthwith 
from his territories. The order was ab- 
ſolute: I therefore took ſhipping for 
Cadiz, where, as had been before agreed 
upon between us, my. wife was % Join 
me the following ſpring. | 
Nothing could be more agreeable than 
the firſt part of our navigation; but 
when we began to think of landing, 
| having already deſcried the town, We 
| | TOE | 
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were on a ſudden overtaken by a furious 
tempeſt, which caſt us on the coaſt of 
Africa, after making us experience all 
the horrors of the ſea. A calm, which 
ſucceeded this dreadful ſtorm, ſome what 
reviv'd our drooping hearts. We tet the 
fails again, and ſteer'd for the coaſt of 
Spain : but ſcarcely had we cleared the 
Barbary coaſt, when we found ourſelves 
in the middle of two Mooriſh galliaſſies, 
one of which belonged to Tangier, the 
other to Salle, who attacked us with great 
fury. Notwithſtanding our inequality, 
we made the moſt vigorous reſiſtance, 
and ſhould in all probability have clear: | 
ed ourſelves of the enemy, had we not 


unfortunately fallen ſhort of powder. In Be ; 


this condition we were obliged to ſtrike; - 
and the Barbarians, irritated by the re- 
ſiſtance we had made, boarded us in 
ſhoals, with their ſabres in their hands, 
and ſeemed determined to ſacrifice us all 
to their vengeance, had not he, who was 
their commander, remonſtrated to them, | 
that ſuch an action would infallibly ruin 
them with the king at their return: 
upon this they contented themſelves 
with loading us with chains, and in that 
condition carried us: into Salle. 2 
"Das 3 Muley 


5 
Muley Iſmael, who was at time the 
| wining prince, had made a law, by 
which he appropriated all the Chriſtian 
flaves that ſhould fall into the hands 
of his ſubjects, to his own uſe, inſtead of 
being expoſed in the public market- 
E. place to ſale. In virtue of this order, 
we were conducted to Mequinez, the 
uſual reſidence of that prince, where we 
were put amongſt his other ſlaves, to the 
number of 8 or goo, of all the different 
nations of Chriſtendom. 

Mhen the overſeer of the ſlaves came 
dio take a review of us, and deftine us to 
dur ſeveral employments, he aſk'd me, 
of which profeſſion I was? I reply d, I 
mad been bred up to the uſe of arms, 
and knew nothing of any other employ- 
ment.“ So much the worſe, ſaid he 

ſternly; it is a villainous ſcience, and 

fit only ſuch lazy wretches as yourſelf; 

but we hall ſoon teach you to work, III 

warrant you. Here, ſaid he to one of 
his officers, take this gentleman away to 

the quarries, and ſee him employed 
there for the ſervice of our puiſſant 
monarch : as for the reſt of his fellow- 
priſoners, let them be ſent to the lime- 

Pits, we'll find work for them there. . 
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T his ſpeech of the overſeer's was like 

a thunderſtroke to me: I flung mſelf at 
his feet, and, embracing his knees, con- 
jured him, with a flood of tears, to take 
compaſſion. on me, and change my pu- 
niſhment to any other. But I was ſoon 
forced to riſe by a volley of blows, which 
I received with a bull's pizzle over my 
ſhoulders from one of our conductors. 

The reaſon of this ſharp treatment I 
afterwards found to be, that, with theſe 
barbarians, it is not permitted any one 
ſo much as to afk for a mitigation of his 
punyhment, till he has undergone ſeve- 
ral years of the ſervitude to which he is 
condemn'd. I was therefore obliged to 
ſubmit to my fate, and was ſent to work 
in the ſtone-quarries. 

It would be needleſs to acquaint you 
with the particulars of my fufferings 
during the ſpace of fix years that I con- 
tinued in this miſerable ſituation ; they 
were ſuch as you will eaſily figure to 
yourſelves, from being ſhut up in ſub- 
terraneous dungeons, where the cheer- 
ing rays of the ſun can never penetrate, 
and deſtin'd to the moſt painful and la- 
borious employs ; in which, if, thro” a 
natural delicacy of conſtitution, you are 
at * time remis: it only furniſhes theſe 
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barbarians with a pretence to uſe you 
in the moſt cruel manner. They would 
hardly give me breathing time, and 


Were perpetually upbraiding me, as if 


it had been a crime, with the life of 
eaſe and pleaſure I had lead before I fell 
into their hands. In ſhort, they carried 
their cruelties ſo far, that at length I 
was unable to ſupport them any longer, 
and fell into a diſorder, which brought 
me to death's door. I was waiting with 
impatience for the coming of death, as 
a only remedy to my ſufferings, when 

it pleaſed Heaven to deliver me by a 
kind of miracle : N was as tol- | 


Muley Iſmael, being come one day to 


ſee the works in which we were employ- 


ed, thought fit at the ſame time to make 


a review of his ſlaves. They were ac- 


cordingly brought all before him, ex- 
cepting thoſe only who were ſick. The 


number of theſe latter was ſo great, that 
that the king expreſs'd his aſtoniſhment 


at it, and reſolved to make us a viſit, in 
order to inform himſelf of the truth. 
The fight of this prince, who paſſed for 


a prodigy of cruelty, ſpread inſtant ter- 
ror amongſt us all: and not without rea- 


. ſon; for we had frequently been told. 


that, . 


„ 
that, on a viſit of this kind, he has with 
his own hand cut off the heads of ſuch 
as were thought paſt recovery: this he 
uſed to ſay, was to ſpare them longer 
«© ſufferings.” Every one therefore, at 
his firſt appearance amongſt us, imagin- 
ed, that this would be his own fate : for 
my part, I wiſhed for it, as far as it is 
permitted a Chriſtian to wiſh for an end 
to his ſufferings. But Providence, who 
had diſpoſed of me otherwiſe, wrought a 
ſudden change in this monarch's heart. 
He was moved with compaſſion at the 
condition he ſaw us in, and commanded 
that we ſhould be better treated for the 
time to come. 

This act of generoſity, ſo unexpected 
from a prince of his character, made 
ſuch an impreſſion on me, that notwith- 
ſtanding the weak condition I was in, I 
could not forbear ſending up my prayers 
to Heaven for his proſperity. He over- 
heard me, and was ſo taken with my 
gratitude, that he ſtopt a while to talk 
with me. He put ſeveral queſtions to 
me, and, amongſt the reſt, of my birth, 
and how I came to fall into ſlavery ? to 
which I anſwered, © Great King, you 
| lee before you a Spaniſh gentleman, 

taken by your corſairs as he was about 
bo: OE, E 5 do 


4 
=y 
* 


; i 8h 3 
to return to his own country. Six years 
are now palt fince I have groaned in the 
hardeſt and moſt cruel captivity: but 
happily now, I am in momentary expec- 
tation of death, to put an end to it.” 
* It was never my intention, replied the 
prince, with a gracious look, that any 
who belong to me ſhould be treated with 
ſuch ſeverity, much leſs perſons of your 
rank : but take courage, be aſſured I 
will ſoften your captivity.” He then 
turned about and gave orders to his 
people, that I ſhould be taken particular 
care of, and be brought up to Mequi- 
nez as ſoon as ever I was in a condition 
to travel. 

The joy that I amid: at this for- 
tunate event, joined to the great care 
that was taken of my recovery, preſent- 
ly reſtored me to my health; and, as 
foon as it was proper to remove me, I 
was ſent up to court, where they put me 
among the ſlaves who are particularly 
devoted to the ſervice of the palace. 
The change of air and good living in 
this place put the finiſhing hand to my 
cure. As ſoon as I found my health per- 
fectly re-eſtabliſhed, I offered myſelf to 
perform the duties of my office: but 
Abdalla Ben-Aicha, who was ſteward'of 
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the houſhold, ordered, that I ſhould have 
a month's s longer reſpite, till I had effec- 

tually recovered my ſtrength. | 
I made uſe of this indulgence to walk 
about the gardegs, and in the king's a- 
artments, where I uſed frequently to 
ſpend whole afternoons at a time, as 
both the one and the other were at that 
time repairing, which took off all difficul- 
ty of acceſs. The company of the other 


ſlaves, who were all buſted in different 


occupations, and the relations they uſed 
to make me of their ſeveral adventures, 
ſerved to amuſe me during the time I 

Ted this 1dle life. | 
One day that the king came to ſee 
them work, I happened to be in the 
gardens looking at the maſons, who had 
juſt been uncovering the palace, and 
were preparing to pull it down. I was 
ſurpriſed when I ſaw what they were 
about, as the building appeared to me 
quite new and good. I was about to 
enquire into the reaſon of this proceed- 
ing, when the prince ſpy'd me out, and 
taking me for one of the workmen, ſent 
an officer to fetch me to him. As ſoon 
as I drew near, he knew me again. 
Are you there, Andalouzi, ſaid he, 
bor that was the name which Aliben 
1 „ Abdel, 
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Abdalla, the overſeer of the ang had 
given me when I was firſt taken) I am 
glad to fee you ſo well recovered : but 
what is it you are looking at ſo earneſt- 
ly?” „My Lord, reply'd I, I was ad- 
miring the beauty of this building, and 
Was conſidering what might be the rea- 
ſons that engage your majeſty to demo- 
liſn it?” None but what are very natu- 
ral, reply'd the king. The foundation 
of this palace, tho* ſo lately built, al- 
ready threatens it with ruin : therefore, 
the only way to prevent the accidents 
that might happen, is to pull it down, 
and build another.” Four majeſty's 
wiſdom and diſcernment, ſaid I, ſhew 
_ themſelves in all that you do: but, 
might not a method be found to repair 
the foundation, and yet preſerve the reſt 
of ſo noble a pile, which muſt coſt your 
majeſty ſuch immenſe ſums to rebuild ?” 
« Why, this is what I conſulted my 
architects upon, replied the king; and 
they all declared it to be a thing impol- 
fible. But can'ſt thou fall upon a way 
of bringing about what thou haſt pro- 
poſed?” Nothing is fo eaſy, augult 


monarch, anſwered I; and it is owing: to 


the little commerce your people have 


With us Europeans, that a1 your 
| a architects 


[ 3 


architects ignorant of a thing that is 


daily practiced amongſt us.” © Is it fo, 
ſaid the prince? why then, I charge thee 
with the execution of it, and place thee 
over them: and, to encourage thee to 
_ exert thy abilities, I begin by giving 
thee thy liberty; but on condition that 
thou ſhalt not leave me fo long as I ſtand 
in need of thy aſſiſtance.” In ſaying 
this, he ordered Abdalla Ben-Aicha to 
take off the little chain which I wore; 
and to ſee me dreſt in a manner ſuitable 
to my new dignity. 

It is eaſy to conceive the joy I felt at 
this happy change in my circumſtances , 
which, however, was a little clouded, 
by refleting how long it muſt be &er I 


could hope to reviſit my native coun- 


try, and fee my deareſt Sophia. But as 
mankind are ever apt to be flattered by 
proſperity, I promiſed myſelf, that I 
would ſoon be able to ſatisfy the king, 
and obtain permiſſion to return to Eu- 

rope. In this view, I ſet myſelf to 
work the very next day, and began by 
collecting all the ſtrongeſt pieces of 
timber that could be found. Theſe I 


placed under the firſt ſtorey of the build 


3 to a it; and Hos had the old 


. foundation 
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foundation demoliſhed, and one built en- 
tirely new. 

Mo.uley Iſmael, who had. a great paſſion 
for building, and was extremely curious in 
every thing that related to architecture, 
| ſeemed greatly to admire the ingenuity 
of this contrivance, and declared that he 
had not the leaſt doubt that I ſhould 
make good all that I had promiſe 1 
effect, I uſed ſuch diligence in it, that, 
at the end of three months, the whole | 
was compleat. The prince expreſſed 
the greateſt ſatisfaction at the zeal I had 
ſhewn for his ſervice; I thought this a 
favourable opportunity to ſollicit my re- 
turn: but the very zeal he had ſo praiſ- 
ed, proved the means of retaining me 
longer in captivity. © What! anſwered 
he ſmiling, would you quit me now that 
you have juſt ſhewn what you are capa- 
ble of doing, and what aſſiſtance I may 
expect from you? No, no; it is too 
ſoon to loſe you yet; and it is but juſt 
that you ſnould pay for your ranſom by 
a little complaiſance. Liſten to what 1 
am going to ſay. I have for ſome time 
had a mind to build a new ſeraglio for 
my women: I am very well pleaſed that 
I have deferred the execution of . for 
| me ; 


k 
ſome time, ſince you ſeem to me the 
moſt proper perſon I could have found 
to manage the work. Gratify me in 
this one particular; and, in return, I 
promiſe thee that thou ſhalt have full 
liberty to return home. I from this 
moment grant thee my permiſſion.” _ 

I was not a little mortified to find my 
deliverance ſtill deferred. But, as the 
words of kings are facred, I flattered 
myſelf that my ſtay would not be very 
long, and that Muley Iſmael would per- 
form his promiſe, as ſoon as I had ac- 
quitted myſelf of this new commiſſion. 
On this conſideration, I begged that 1 
might be directly conducted to the ſpot 
which he had pitched upon for. the 
building. This was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary : but I ſhould have been very care- 
ful how 1 had made this requeſt, had I 
known to what it would —— me. I 
was not a little ſurpriſed, when the next 
day he conducted me himſelf to the old 
ſeruglio. It is true, they had taken care 
to ſhut up all the women in their apart- 
ments, and that we viſited no other 
places but the gardens, which were 
raiſed on terraſſes, and form'd a kind 
of amphitheatre, very beautiful to the 
_ I obſerved that the OY which 


wa 


1 
was very old, and built in the Gothic 
manner, was ſeated in a bottom, and 
muſt” conſequently be very unhealthy. 
„ Thou art in the right, Andalouzi, 
replied the prince; and it is for this 
very reaſon, that I intend to have it re- 
built : but I am at a loſs where to place 
it, as I would willingly preſerve theſe 
ardens, which, as thou ſeeſt, are tolera- 
bly handſome.” To anſwer this purpole, 
rephed I, your majeſty may build it up- 
on that neighbouring hill, from whence 
the proſpect will be delightfully exten, 
ſive, and the air wholſome and pure.“ 
« That is an excellent thought, replied 


the king; I now find thou haſt a great 


deal of — and taſte: go ſet about 
meaſuring the ground, and draw up a 


plan, and it ſhall be put into execution 


immediately.“ After giving me theſe 
orders, he left me, and retired into the 
women's apartments. 


In a few days I had my plan ready 


for his inſpection : he approved of it 


greatly, and, immediately ordered his 


treaſurers to furniſh me with whatever 
money I ſtood in need of. _ 2927 

His orders were punctually obeyed; and 
I ſet about my work; in which, partly 5 


the * of the liberty he had 1 promiſes . 5 
; tg 
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me, partly the aſſiſtance of an immenſe 
number of workmen, and the liberal 
diſtributions the king ordered to be 
made amongſt them, added to the zeal 
his preſence inſpired them with, ſcarce a 
day paſſing without his ſpending ſome 
hours in overlooking them; at the end 

of three months 1 had the building 
rais'd near 30 feet high, and upon a 
level with the wall of the gardens be- 
longing to the old ſeraglio. 

I had not as yet met with any adven- 
tures of gallantry, which was an extra- 
ordinary thing in a place where the very 
air breathes amorous infection; at which, 
tho' I was ſurpriſed, I was at the ſame 
time pleaſed : but there is no ſhunning 
deſtiny. One day, when I was mounted 
upon a ſcaffold, to inſpe&. ſome part of 
the work, while the labourers were gone 
to their dinners, I ſaw a large ſtone fall 
at my feet, with a letter tyd to it. 1 
looked carefully on all ſides, to ſee Soni 
whence it could come; but was not able 
to make the leaſt diſcovery. I pretended 
at firſt not to perceive it, and went on 
inf ecting as before. But after a ſecond 
reflection, I caſt about for the beſt means 
of Picking up this letter, without being 

obſeryed: I effected it by the following 
r ftratagem * 


0 
ſtratagem: I let my foot ſlip, as if by 


accident, and, in endeavouring to re- | 


cover mytfelt, conveyed the letter into 
my boſom. However, I had prudence 
enough not to read it till I got home, 
when opening it, I found it contained 
as ens: RE 


“ FROM the means I make a of to 
convey this letter to you, you may 
* eaſily judge that I have ſomething of 


the greateſt importance to communi- 


** cate. Your looks, the good charac- 
ter I hear of you, and the great con- 


_<« fidence the king repoſes in you, all 
* concur to aſſure me, that I am not 
addreſſing myſelf to an imprudent 


* or ſenſeleſs perſon. I ſhall know 


by your readineſs in ſatisfying the 


„Jeu are deſerving of the eſteem 
* you are held in. I ſhall expect you 
* this evening in the Green Salon; fall 


* upon ſome means of coming thither. 


* You ſhall have no reaſon to repent of 


* your compliance, and may perhaps 


* find that I am not unworthy of having 
2 ſomething riſk'd for my fake.” _ 


"% 


N There 


deſire I have of ſeeing you, whether 


, 
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There was no name to this letter: 


but, as I knew by the writing it muſt 


come from ſome of the women in the 
ſeraglio, it gave me great uneaſineſs. I 
was apprehenſive leſt it might be a trap 
laid for me by the king, who was natu- 
rally of a jealous and miſtruſtful temper: 
or ſuppoſing, ſaid I, that I may have made 
a conqueſt during the little time I have 
been here, it is equally the ſame; for the 
the tender affection I bear to my lovely 
Sophia, will prevent me from taking 
notice of any advances of this nature. 


In either caſe, I am reſolved to avoĩd 


any plot that may be laid for me, as it 
can be attended only with fatal confe- 
quences. 

In confequence of this prudent roſs 
lution, I committed the letter to the 
flames, and thought of nothing but 
haſtening my work. But how weak is 
Man'! and how little able to promife 
himſelf the continuance of a firſt reſolu- 
tion! A ſecond note, which was con- 
veyed to me in the ſame manner as the 
firſt, and the ſight of a moſt beautiful 
creature that I ſaw walking in the gar- 
dens, ſoon made me forget my former 
reflections. Forgive me, my deareſt 
Ke ra if J here acknowledge what may 


1 


1 


perhaps offend you: but my heart, 


which never b a ſecret from you, 
is willing to convince you that it is ſtill 
the fame. The ſecond note was couch'd 
in theſe terms : 


ou muſt certainly be very inſen- 
<« ſible, not to have yet anſwered the 
<« propoſal made you. I ſhould have 
% 1magined, that you would have inte- 
„ reſted yourſelf a little more in what 
concerns me. If you knew my ſen- 
< timents, and the ſituation I am in, I 


am perſuaded I ſhould not appear fo 


© indifferent to you. I ſhall expect you 


„to- night in the walk of Palm-Trees, 
« to inform you of both. Conſider, 


* that you will be the moſt cruel of 


„men, if you fail in this; and that you 
„will be anſwerable for all the misfor- 
tunes that may happen to me. This 


* 


c 


ſenſibility.” 


The reading of this letter, which 


| med expreſſed in pretty plain terms, 


and the fight of the beautiful creature, 
whom I ſuppoſed to be the writer, made 
me for that time forget my firſt prudent 


reſolves, and baniſhed from my heart 
. | 


= 


“is ſaying enough, if you have the * 


LF 

every thought of fear. My whole at- 
tention was now employed upon the 
means of ſatisfying the deſires of ſo 
amiable a perſon. I caſt about for a 
long time, but without ſucceſs. But 
love, which is ever ingenious, at length 
furniſhed me with What I was in ſearch 
of, 
I have already obſerved to you, that 
the building of the palace was now 
raifed to a level with the walls which 
bounded the gardens of the old ſeraglio. 
One of the engines, which we made uſe 
of to raiſe the ſtones for the building, 
had by good fortune been left on that 
fide of the wall next the ſeraglio. This 
appeard the moſt proper thing I could 
have found to facilitate my deſign. Ac- 

cordingly, when it was night, I lowered 
_ myſelf down by a rope, which was fixed 
to it, and got to the place of rendez- 
vous, where I met the fair one waiting 
for me. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe 
cried out to me in Spaniſh, © Is it you, 
Cid Andalouzi?” I was agreeably ſur- 
priſed to hear her ſpeak my own lan- 
guage: and the joy I had in finding 
myſelf with a perſon of my own country, 
diſpelled a part of my fears. Madam, 
ſaid I, you are too well acquainted with 
N 225 the 
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the laws of the ſeraglio, not to know 


what hazard” thoſe run, who are bold 
enough to venture into it I will not 
conceal from you, that this was, at firſt, 
the reaſon that prevented me from com- 


plying with your orders. But I ſhould 


have obeyed the firſt ſummons, had you 
done me the favour of letting me {cc 
you before.“ You are very gallant, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe; but, before I begin to ac- 
quaint you with my ſituation, we will, if 
-you pleaſe, retire to a place where we 
may confer with greater ſecurity.” 
She then led me to a bye apartment, 
which ſhe opened, and ſhut# upon us 
again after we were entered. Now 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, after we had taken our 
ſeats, you will doubtleſs be ſurpriſed at 
my proceeding ; it is certainly a very 
extraordinary one : but what would not 
one do to preſerve honour, life, and 
liberty? You know by experience how 
precious theſe are, and I ſee myſelf on 
the brink of loſing them; and, what 
is more, muſt be "obliged to purchaſe 
that loſs with what I hold dearer than 
every other conſideration in the world: 
in ſhort, it muſt coſt me my religion. 
This ſacrifice Muley Iſmael exacts of me 
in return to a paſſion which he has wes 
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for me; and, without this ſacrifice, he 


cannot raiſe me to the rank of Sultaneſs, 
with which he propoſes to honour me. 


You know this prince, and that he is 


abſolute in his will ; judge then, Sir, 
of my grief, by the extremity to which 
you ſee me reduced: was it not enough 


to be torn from my family and friends, 


to behold the loſs of an huſband, to 


whom I was but juſt married, without 
being ſhut up in this deteſted ſeraglio; 


and, as the height of all diſgrace, to fee 


myſelf on the point of becoming the 
wife of a man whom my ſoul abhors, 
and who wants me to purchaſe this hate- 
ful honour by a vile apoſtacy ? This, 
Sir, is my cruel ſituation ; and this it is, 
that has obliged me to have recourſe to 


you, to deliver me, if poſſible, from the 


brural wiſhes of a Barbarian prince. You 
are a Spaniard, and yet more, a Chriſtian 
two things that inſpired me with the 
hopes of bringing you over to my inte- 
reſt, and that my endeavours for this 
purpoſe would not prove vain. Grant 
then your aſliſtance to an unfortunate 
creature, who places all her confidence 
in you, and who will for ever conſider 
you as her guardian angel. RE 
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This ſpeech, which was accompanied 
with a flood of tears, pierced my very 
ſoul: I loſt all thought of danger; and, 
flinging myſelf at her feet, Com- 
mand, cried I, deareſt lady, my life and 
fortunes; I will with joy ſacrifice them 
both to free you from your ſufferings. 
But alas ! this ſacrifice will {till make 
you more wretched : for, allowing that 
J can free you from this place, which 
would be no yery difficult matter to me, 
whom love has already taught the means 
of conveying himſelf hither, how ſhall 
Ve be able to eſcape the ſearch of Muley 
Iſmael? No Madam, no; as nothing 
is impoſſible to Love; ſo nothing can 

eſcape the eyes of an enraged, jealous, 
and all-powerful lover. Let me then 
adviſe you to defer for ſome time a pro- 
ject, the execution of which muſt cer- 
tainly prove fatal. Time, which brings 
about all events, may furniſh us with 
- ſome unlook'd-for favorable opportunity; 
perhaps it may even now be nearer at 
hand than you yourſelf imagine. When 
it comes, you ſhall ſee whether or not 
my love is ſincere, and if I fear to ex- 
poſe myſelf for your ſake.” “h 

No, no, I cannot wait much longer, 


Sir, ſaid ſhe; I ſee all the danger that 


threatens 
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threatens me, and cannot but have a 
grateful ſenſe of the obliging fears you 
expreſs on my account, and will for a 
little while follow your prudent advice : 
but, as my ſituation 1s of all others the 
moſt dreadful, let me engage your pro- 
miſe not to abandon me, and that I ma 
depend upon your aſſiſtance the firſt op- 
portunity.” 

Though my heart was not abſolutely 
determined, yet I plainly found that I 
loved this beauty enough to refuſe no- 
nothing for her ſake. I therefore gave 
her the promiſe ſhe deſired of me, and 
ſhe, on her ſide, to engage me more ef- 
fectually in her intereſt, acquainted me 
with the circumſtances relating to her 
birth and family, which was one of the 
moſt illuſtrious in Spain. She told me 
how ſhe had been carried off by pirates 
a few days after her marriage; how ſhe 
had the grief to ſee her huſband periſh 


in the ſea, while he was endeavouring to 


reſcue her from the hands of her raviſh- 
ers; how ſhe was brought into the ſera- 
glio, and how Muley Iſmael became * 
amoured of her there. 

This mournful relation, which ſhe ac- - 
zpanied with whatever an afflicted wo- 


3 an could think moſt capable of moving 
Ve J. F | tha 
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the heart; laſted ſo long, that I found 
myſelf under a neceſſity of reminding 
her, that it was time for us to part, for 
fear of a ſurpriſe, as indeed it was very 
near day-break : we therefore left the 
place where we were, and I took my 
leave of her, after making her a thou- 
ſand proteſtations of fidelity, and having 


agreed with her on a ſignal for waiting 


upon her when it was neceſſary. 
We parted in a lucky moment: for, 


I had ſcarcely left her, when I heard a 


man cough at ſome few hundred yards 
diſtance from me. Though it was {till 
ſo dark that I was in no danger of being 


feen by him, yet I could not help fear- 


ing that I was diſcovered, and that all 
was over with me. I now felt all the 
conſequences of the raſh ſtep love had 
made me take, aſudden terror ſeized on 
all my ſenſes, and I remained for a little 
time as motionleſs as a ſtone : but re- 
covering ſoon from my fright, I began 
fo think how I ſhould avoid meeting 


_ this perſon. My firſt thought was, to 


turn into a labyrinth, which was at my 


left hand; hut reflecting again, that ! 
poſſibly could not find my way out of it 
again eaſily, I had reoourſe to anoth | 
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Among the many ornaments, with 
which theſe magnificent gardens abound- 
ed, were a number of very beautiful 
ſtatues : I had obſerved ſome few days 
before, that ſeveral of them had been 
removed from the pedeſtals on which 
they ſtood, for what reaſon I cannot tell. 
It happened by chance that I was at this 
time in the very place where there was 
one of theſe wanting, and it came into 
my head to ſupply its place. The white 
dreſs I then wore as the moſt ſuitable to 
the buſineſs I was employed in, together 
with the darkneſs of the night, favoured 
my deſign. Accordingly I got up upon 
the pedeſtal, not without a great deal of 
trouble, and put myſelf in the attitude BY 
in which I had ſeen the ſtatue of Maho- p 
met. I imagined, that the veneration iſ 
the Moors have for their great prophet, 
would free me from any bad cotiſe- 
quences to which my imprudence had 
ſubjected me: but this very ſuppoſitioh 
had nearly proved my ruin. The chief 
eunuch Hadgi Abſelem, who was the 
perſon I had heard cough, came direct ix 
to the ſpot where I was, and made a full 8 
ſtop; and whether he took me really for 1 
_ the great prophet, or whether he had a 
mind to diflemble, (for he was quite 
0513 Fe F 2 alone) 
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alone) he proſtrated himſelf before me, 
and addreſſed a prayer to me, that would 
have made me laugh moſt immoderately 
at any other time. His prayer was fo 
long, the fear I was under was ſo great, 
and the attitude I ſtood in ſo very pain- 
Ful, that I thought I muſt have fainted 
every inſtant: however, I was obliged 
to remain in the ſame poſture near a 
quarter of an hour; at the end of which 
he aroſe, and kiſſing the -pedeſtal on 
which I ſtood with great devotion, .con- 
tinued his way. 5 

I did not wait for his getting into the 
palace, but inſtantly mounted by the 
ſame way I entered, and firmly reſolved 

never more to expoſe myſelf to the like 
adventures. I continued ſome time in 
this prudent reſolution, and ſhould in all 
probability have done ſo much longer, 
but for two unforeſeen accidents, which 
revived afreſh in my breaſt a love that I 
had thought for ever extinct. The one 
was the news of the death of my deareſt 
Sophia, which I learnt from a Spaniſh 
ſailor, who had lately been taken priſoner 
by one of the corſairs. This threw: me 
into a deep melancholy, which I was:for 
a conſiderable time before I could get 
the better of. When I came to 1 
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little reſtored to my reaſon, it happened 


one day that Muley Iſmael came, accor4 
ding to cuſtom, to ſee how our work went 


on; and amuled himſelf with talking to 
me for a longer time than uſual, and 
with a freedom that I had never obſerved 
before. After ſome diſcourſe relating 
to the matter in hand. Andalouzi,. 
ſaid he, thou haſt been in love, and 
therefore can'ſt not be ignorant how 
much a moment's delay coſts the impa- 
tience of a lover: I wait only for the- 


5 finiſhing of this building to complete all 


my Joys it is in this palace that I am 
ſolemnly to eſpouſe a perſon whom I 


love to diſtraction, and for whoſe ſake _ 
alone I have cauſed it to be built. 


Judge, then, whether the truſt I repoſe 
in thee does not deſerve thy utmoſt aſſi- 


duity? Make haſte to anſwer my confi-.  - ©. 


dence, and before the end of the ſpring, 
if poſlible, let me have every thing ready 
for the reception of her for whom I burn 


with the greateſt impatience to poſſes.” 


In ſo ſaying, he retired and left me. 
_ Theſe laſt words effectually revived a 
paſſion I had endeavoured to ſuppreſs: 
Ino felt all the force of the impreſſion 
her beauty had made on my heart. On 
0 ber hand, the * death of 
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my firſt wife releaſed me from all en- 
gagements, excepting thoſe only due 
to her memory, which I ever preſerved: 
the tendereſt ſenſe of: fo that I formed 
2 thouſand flattering ſchemes of happi- 
neſs in a ſecond marriage, if I ſhould 
enly be fortunate enough to reſcue the 
fair object of my wiſhes from the con- 
finement ſhe was in. I now reſolved to. 
ſeek all opportunities of ſeeing her, and 
eagerly looked out for the ſignal agreed 
upon between us, which was a parrot to. 
be hung out of the window of her apart- 
ment: but ſeveral weeks paſſed without 
my ſeeing any thing of the kind; and, 

as the building was now nearly finiſhed, 
the king declared his intended nuptials 
to all the great men of his court, and 
even fixed the day for their celebration, 
I now ſaw the fatal moment approach- 
ing, when this innocent victim was to 
be ſacrificed to the hated paſſion of a 
deſpotic tyrant. I now reproached my- 
felf a thouſand times for my baſeneſs in 
having ſo long abandoned her to the 
power of a barbarian, and reſolved, at 

all events, to deliver her out of his 
hands. But the removal of the engine, 
by the help of which I had got 'over 
the garden-wall, having been long 

. 7. 6. removed 
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removed on account of the building be- 
ing almoſt finiſhed, and the ſtrict guard 
that was kept in che ſeraglio ſeemed to 
render all attempts fruitleſs, when love 
that had favoured me at firſt, now threw 
another opportunity in my way, by fo 
much the more acceptable, as it came at 
a time when all other methods ſeemed 
at a ſtand. 

As I was one day leaning in a muſing 
poſture upon a window that looked upon 
thofe of the apartment of my lovely 
captive, and ruminating on ſome ſtrata- 
gem to get at the ſpeech of her, I ſaw 
the chief eunuch enter followed by ſeve- 
ral ſlaves. I was under a great ſurpriſe 


at this ſudden viſit, which was encreaſed 


when I faw him approach me with an 
air of trouble and concern, but when he 
began to ſpeak he relieved me from my 
inquietude. Cid Andalouzi, ſaid he, 
ſaluting me, you ſee me here in the 
greateſt perplexity : the king has juſt 
charged me with a commiſſion which 
it will be impoſſible for -me to execute 
without your affiftance, He propoſes to 
give a concert to his intended fultaneſs, 
and as ſhe has exprefled a deſire of hav- 
ing an harpſichord, or a ſet of chamber 
organs, in order to make one in the 
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band herſelf, his majeſty has command 
ed me to procure one on any conſidera- 
tion. I immediately ſearched this city 
through, and have even ſent to Salle, . 
but theſe kind of inſtruments being 
very ſeldom uſed by the people of this 
country, I have not been able to get 
tidings of one. In this dilemma I re- 
collected, that as you are a Spaniard 
as well as the ſultaneſs, and have a cor- 
reſpondence with moſt of the Europeans 
here, you might perhaps aſſiſt me in 
finding what I myſelf may. otherwiſe ſeek 

tor 1n vain.” 

Tho' there ſeemed nothing more than 

ordinary in this affair, yet Iove that is 
ever penetrating and ready to find out 
a meaning in the moſt indifferent things, 
inſpired me with a notion that there muſt 
be ſome myſtery beneath. I could never 
ſuppoſe that one in the unhappy circum- 
ſtances of the fair ſultaneſs, could poſſi- 
bly join in any diverſion with a man who 
was ſo much the object of her horror and 
hatred, much leſs offer herſelf as a prin- 
cipal party in it. I therefore concluded 
it muſt be ſome ſtratagem ſhe had made 
uſe of to procure me the means of ſee- 
ing her, and I reſolved to turn it to my 


advantage. I then anſwered Hadgi 
"ES AvDſe- 


„ 
Abſelem, that it was my good fortune 
to have the very thing by me that he 
was in ſearch of, and that I ſhould think 
myſelf but too happy to have it in my 
power to contribute to the entertain- 
ment of the ſultaneſs or his ſatisfaction.” 
Joy was inſtantly lighted up in the eyes 
of the chief eunuch, and he embraced 
me a thouſand times to teſtify his grati- 
tude ; and left me, telling me, © that he 
would immediately ſend ſome of his 

| ſlaves to fetch the inſtrument from my 
houſe.” As ſoon as he was gone I had 

the lock taken off the organ and a new 
one put on, and then gave my ſervants 
orders to deliver it to thoſe who came 
for it. Having diſpatched theſe neceſſa- 
ry preparations, I went up into the room” 
where it was, and ſhut myſelf up within 
ſide of it, where I was ſcarcely ſettled 
when the ſlaves of Hadgi Abſelem came 
to fetch it away. They complained 
greatly at firſt of the weight of it, but 
after ſome effort they maſtered it, and I 
was then conveyed into the old ſeraglio, 
and from thence was, by the chief 
eunuch's orders, carried into the young 
ſultaneſs* apartment. She was juſt then 
alatie, having either ſent her women 
purpoſely out of the way, or they being 
G SRL es F;z employed 
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employed about other buſineſs. Be that 
as it will, the eunuchs were no ſooner 
withdrawn, than. ſhe got up to open the 
organ: caſe; but I ſpared her that trou- 
ble, by opening it myſelf with a key 
that I had brought with me, having 
given a falſe one to the ſlaves, to pre- 
vent any accident that might happen 
from their curioſity or that of their maſter. 
But how great was her ſurprize, when 
ſhe ſaw me come out of the inſtrument; 
the natural timidity of her ſex overcame 
her, and ſhe gave a cry that was near 
diſcovering all. Take courage, ma- 
dam, ſaid I, I do not come here to ſur- 
priſe or terrify you, but in compliance 
with the promiſe I made you, and to 
aſſiſt· you to the utmoſt of my power in 
the extreme danger in which I foreſaw 
you mult be; judge then of my love by 
the boldneſs of my attempt.“ | 
Ah! fir, replied the ſultaneſs, I 
ſhould be guilty of a crime to doubt it 
after what you have: done for me, nor 
will it be poſſible for me ever to forget 
it; my greateſt misfortune is, that I am 
unable ever to repay. the obligation; 
but, for heavens. ſake, complete what 
you have ſo nobly begun. . You cannot 


be ignorant of the intentions of: Muley- 
Iſmael, 


1 

Himael; nor of the preparations making 
im the ſeraglio for the fatal day when the 
barbarian intends to force me to this 
detefted union. You know my heart. 
Heaven, to whom when we laſt met, 
you adviſed me to have recourſe, has 
deignd to inſpire me with the means of 
t 26 my honour and my faith from 
is brutal violence. One thing alone 
ſtops me, which is, that I ſtand in need 
of a veſſel to bear me ſpeedily from this 
barbarous land to Europe. I have caſt 
my eyes on you for this purpoſe, and do 
not doubt that you will conſent to grant 
me that favour, to which you are in 
ſome ſort engaged. If it was love that 
brought you hither thro? all the thouſand 
. obſtacles that guard the paſſage, the 
ſame power will aſſiſt you in this under- 
taking likewiſe, which will put the finiſh- 
ing ſtroke to the — obligations 
already lye under to you.“ 
ce It would be wronging me to doubt 
an inſtant of my devotion to your ſer- 
vice, adorable creature, replied I: you 
all be ſatisfied you are too dear to this 

heart for me to refuſe you any thing. 1 
will inſtantly go to Salle, and if I do nor 
bnd a veſſel ready to fail I will freight 
ons againſt to morrow. Prudence would 
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not permit us to waſte longer time in 
parley, I returned to my hiding place, 
and the ſultaneſs, having called up her 
women, ordered them to ſend back the 
organ by the ſlaves that brought it, with 
word to me that one of the keys was out 
of order, which ſhe deſired me to repair 
as ſoon as poſſible, and ſend back the 
inſtrument as ſoon as it was done. I 
was accordingly carried back to my own 
houſe, where I no ſooner found myſelf 
alone, than I came out and prepared for 
my journey to Salle, telling my people 
that I was going there for a day or two 
on buſineſs relating to the building. At 


my arrival I addreſſed myſelf to a French 


merchant of my acquaintance, requeſt- 
ing him to procure me a convenient place 
for concealing a young lady, in whole 
ſafety I was particularly intereſted. 

It muſt be owned, to the honour of 


that nation, that none more readily and 
chearfully devote themſelves to the ſer- 


vice of others, even ſtrangers; in fact 
this gentleman beſtirred himſelf fo zeal- 
buſty ene. effectually, that notwithſtand- 


ing the. delicate nature of the commiſſion 


I had given him, he acquitted himſelf of 
it entirely to my ſatisfaction. Having 
now taken every neceſſary meaſure, no- 


{ nog '} | 
thing remained but to give the young 
ſultaneſs advice of what I had done, that 
ſhe might be ready on her part; to this 
purpoſe I incloſed the following billet in 
the organ, when I ſent it back to her. 


« EvxRx thing is put in tune, accor- 
„ ding to your orders; ſo that I hope 
ce the concert will go on without inter- 
c ruption, provided the perſon to whom 
ce the inſtrument belongs, performs her 
<« part properly. It would give me the 
& higheſt ſatisfaction to have contributed 
towards it; and JI beg leave to aſſure 
« her, that I have in every point punc- 
% tually obeyed her commands, and wait 


« with the greateſt impatience for the. 
<«. event.” 


I gave this equivocal turn to my let- 
ter leaſt Hadgi Abſelem's curiofity-might © 
induce him to look into the organ, but 
it ſeems my precaution was needlefs; for 
I learnt afterwards that he made his 
eunuchs carry 1t into her apartment 
without once opening it. The concert. 
was pertormed the next day ; and I was 
told that the ſultaneſs gave ſuch admira- 
ble proofs or the ſweetneſs of her voice, 
and the excellency of her play, that 

Muley 
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Muley Iſmael became more than ever 
1 her. I now waited. with 

greateſt impatience for the event of 
= 12 The night was pretty far 
advanced, and no one as yet appeared; 
which made me imagine that we were 
either diſcovered; or that the ſultaneſs 
had put off her project till another op- 
— In this ſtate of anxiety I was 

the moments in a manner not 
— 2 to be deſcribed, when one of my 
ſervants came running to inform me, 
that the old ſeraglio was all in flames 
and every thing in the utmoſt confuſion. 
This alarming news made me tremble 


for the life of my adorable ſultanefs, and 


was flying to her aſſiſtance when F 


found myſelf ſtopt by a perſon whom at 


firſt I did not know. This was no other 


than the ſultaneſs herſelf: Whether 


are you running, Cid Andalouzi, ſaid 


ſhe to me, have you forgot the promiſe 


you made me yeſterday, on which I have 


placed: all my dependance ? Is it thus 


that you mean to perform it?“ „Ah! 
madam, cry'd I, I am ready to lay down 
my life for your ſervice, I was this mi- 
nute flying to your reſcue; but what . 


good * delivered you from the 


flames?“ „ That vou ſhall know here-. 
ſs = 
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after, replied the ſultaneſs; the moments 
are now too precious to be watted:: - let. 
us be gone this. inſtant: convey me- to- 
the houſe of ſome of your friends till 
the time of our departure. I carried her 
directly to the houſe: of a Spaniſh: mer- 
chant of my acquaintance; and, having 
procured her an European dreſs, made 
her paſs for a Spaniſh ſlave, that Muley: 
Iſmael had made me a preſent of. In- 
order to render her eſcape more eaſy, 1 
had ordered freſh horſes to be kept ready 
at every Adouar or inn between Mequinez- 
and Salle : this was an eaſy. matter for me 
to do, Muley Iſmael having made me a 
preſent of five and twenty of his horſes; . 
and two poſt-chaiſes, on account of the 
frequent journeys I was obliged to take 
in virtue of the employment he had con- 
ferred on me: I therefore ordered one 

of theſe to be got. ready directly, and 
mounting with my fair fugitive, we 
made the beſt of our way for Salle. 
The warm intereſt T took in her miſ- 
fortunes, and the ſingularity of her 
eſcape, made me curious to know: how: 
ſhe had avoided the common ruin which 
ſeemed to threaten thoſe who were in 
the ſeraglio when it was on fire. You 
muſt kno. then, ſaid ſhe, that it was 
LOW? myſelf 
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myſelf who ſet fire to it. In deſpair at 
ſeeing myſelf in the power of a tyrant, 
who would force me to be his wife, I 
thought that I might attempt every 
thing to free myſelf. from his arms. 
This method, tho? a deſperate one, ap- 
peared to me to be the moſt ſure, ſince 
I knew it would be eaſy for me to eſcape 
from my guards, while the ſeraglio was 
in ſuch a confuſion; and that, imagin- 
ing me to be periſhed in the flames, 
they would never entertain the leaſt ſuſ- 
picion of my flight. By this means 
 hkewiſe I ſecure you from any inquiries 
that Muley Iſmael may make during the 
time you have to ſtay in his court. 
Alas! what would I not have under- 
taken for a perſon who has given me ſo 
many marks of a ſincere affection, and 
has expoſed himſelf to ſo many-dangers 
for my fake ?” > 

Love never exerts itſelf ſo ſtrongly as 
when we are on the point of loſing the 
beloved object. This I experienced on 
the preſent occaſion. I figured to my- 
ſelf the dangers that awaited us both. 
She alone, and amidſt ſtrangers on the 
wide fea. Me, at my return to Oy | 
Iſmael's court, whither my deſign at firſt 
was to return. The fury I foreſaw he 
4} | ; would 
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would be in, and which gave me the 
moſt dreadful apprehenſions on one ſide; 
and, on the other, the love I bore to his 
beautiful captive, determined me to ac- 
company her in her flight. I ſignified 
my intention to her, and aſked her per- 
miſſion to put it in execution; adding; 
at the ſame time, all I thought neceſſary 
to convince her of my paſſion. She re- 


ceived my declaration and offer, in a 


manner that perfectly ſatisfied all 

doubts, and I was now abſolutely c deter- 
mined. There was only one circum- 
ſtance which gave me uneaſineſs, which 
was the want of money : for, as my de- 
parture was ſo ſudden, I had brought no 
more with me than was juſt neceſſary to 
defray the preſent expences, and to pay 
for the paſſage of my lovely charge. 
She ſoon perceived my uneaſineſs, and; 
gueſſing at the reaſon, put into my 


hands a little caſket of jewels, which ſhe 


had brought with her from the ſeraglio; 
telling me, that there was ſufficient to 
ſupply all our wants. I kiſſed her hand; 


and returned her thanks, in the warmeſt 


manner, for this inſtance- of her genero- 


tity: this gave birth to a thouſand ten- 


« £ 7 
IE 


mM NO on both ſides. 


8 
— a — — 
a a ee — 2 — — 


I 114 J 

If love has its moments of ſorrow an- 
vexation, it has likewiſe thoſe which 
fully repay us for all our ſufferings : 
fuch-were theſe which I now paſſed with 
my lovely ſultaneſs; and, notwithſtand- 
ing the length of the way between Me- 
quinez and | Salle is pretty conſiderable, 
vet it never appeared fo ſhort as at that 
time. It was yet night when we got 
into Salle, and we had the pleaſure tg 
Bind the wind, of which there appeared 
to be a briſk cale, favorable for us. The 
veſſel, on board which we were to em- 
bark, was ready for ſailing, and the 
captain began to grow impatient at our 
Kay. We found him waiting at the 
Peach merchant's I mentioned before, 
WhO received us with all that cordiality 
and politeneſs ſo cuſtomary to their na- 
ton. Having ſettled. all matters relat- 
ing to our paſſage with the captain, who 
was overjoyed to find, that, inſtead of 
one paſſenger, . he was to have two, we 
took leave of the generous merchant, 
with a thouſand offers of ſervice, if ever 
we arrived in Europe: and putting our- 
ſelves under the conduct of the captain, 
he carried us in his boat on board the 
veſſel; and, the wind being favorable, 


E Þ 
we immediately got under ſail, and 
made ſuch good way, that, by day- 


break, we were fifteen leagues diſtance 


from Salle + the Heavens, which favored 
us at our departure, continued to ſmile 
upon us during the whole time of our 


little voyage; ſo that, at the end of 
three days, we arrived ſafely in the port 


of Cadiz, where we landed, in all the 


tranſports of joy that the ſight of one's. 
native country, after a long captivity. 


may be ſuppoſed to inſpire. My lovely 


companion immediately diſpatehed away 
_ a meſſenger, to acquaint her friends of 


her arrival; who returned the next day, 


and with him, her father, Don Gonzalez 
d'Oreltanos. Never was interview more 
truly affecting. The venerable old man 
was near expiring with joy and pleaſure; 
and his lovely daughter could not refrain 
from tears at the fight of a father whom 
the loved ſo tenderly, and whom perhaps 
ſhe might never have beheld again, but 
for my aſſiſtance. Don: Gonzalez, after 
having given her every mark of parental: 
tenderneſs in his power, was impatient 
to know the hiſtory. of her adventures: 
the readily complied with his deſire, and 


related to him every part of her ftory, in 


whic I 12 
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which I bore no ſmall ſhare, as having 


been the inſtrument, in the hands of 


love, to deliver her from all her trou- 
bles. I obſerved with pleaſure, that, 
when ſhe came to that part of her nar- 
rative, ſhe expreſſed herſelf with more 


than uſual warmth and vwacity, which 


plainly ſhewed her heart not to be 


wholly inſenſible of what I had done for 
her. 


No ſooner had. ſhe finiſhed her ſtory, 


khan Don Gonzalez got up, and claſping 


me in his arms, Generous cavalier, 


ſaid he, how ſhall I find terms to expreſs 
my gratitude for what you have done 


for my dear child? ſervices of this kind 
can never be ſufficiently repaid: and, if 
the joy I feel this day, and which I owe 
entirely to you, is capable of ſuffering 
any allay, it is in the reflection that for- 
tune has only left me a moderate compe- 
tency: but, as you are too generous to 


expect impoſſibilities, Lflatter myſelf you 


will be contented. to ſhare that little with 
us: as to myſelf, happy in having reco- 


| ny my deareſt. child,. I renounce. all 


the other riches of life, and only. wiſh to 
ſurvive the exceſs of this day's joy, to 
give you proofs of my ma: | 

"” « Seignor, 


Coy 1 | 

„ Sejgnor, replied I, I ſhould render 
amyſelf unworthy of your generoſity, was 
I to think of accepting it. I know not 
what motives induced you to make me 
ſo noble an offer: but this I know, that 
there is but one alone that can prevail 
upon me to accept it, which is by join- 
ing to it your lovely daughter's hand. 
Iwill not conceal from you, that I have 
loved her for a conſiderable time, and 
that it was this paſſion which made me 
attempt every thing for her ſake. If 
you think I am deſerving of any recom- 
pence, let it, I beſeech you, be this; 
and thus lay me under an obligation to 
you for the whole happineſs of my life. 
The blood which runs in my veins, and 
the hopes that charming lady has flat- 
tered me with, embolden me to make 
this demand. The houſe of Frontiera, 
of which I have the honour to be, may 
not, perhaps, appear unworthy your al- 
liance: and if the fortune of the marquis 
my father 1s not ſo conſiderable” 
Good Heavens! cried Gonzalez, what 
do I hear! the marquis de Frontiera ! 
why, he is one of my beſt friends; 
and are you his ſon? what joy have 
I in embracing, in the perſon of a cava- 
luer, to whom I owe ſuch infinite obliga- 

: Sg | tions, 
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ſituation more wretched than before 
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tions, the ſon of my honoured friend 
and even, had you not had this advan- 


tage, your generoſity. has already recom- 
mended you ſo ſtrongly to me, that 1 
ſhould think myſelf guilty of the higheſt 
ingratitude, to refuſe you any thing you 
thought fit to aſk. Reſt aſſured, "then, 
of my conſent: I give it you with the 
greateſt ſatisfaction, provided my daugh- 
ter does not refuſe her's.” 
At theſe words we both of us caſt our 
eyes on her; he, to obſerve the effect of 
his ſpeech ; and I, to receive a ſentence 


that was to determine the future happi- 


neſs or miſery of my life. She .bluſhed 


E: n ſeeing our eyes fixed on her, and for 


ſome time kept a ſilence that gave me the 
moſt dreadful apprehenſions. Ah! 
Madam, cried I, in a tranſport of grief, 
you bluſh, and make no reply. Were 


then the fond hopes, with which I flat- 


tered myſelf, mere chimeras ? and ſhall 
I reap no other fruit from all my love 
and aſſiduity, but to have made my own 


35 


I was going to proceed, when ſhe ſtopt 
me, by ſaying, The filence you ſo 


much complain of, Sir, was not owing 
to my indifference for you, and you in- 
jure me by * ö no one can 

. be 
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be more ſenſible of the obligations they 
lie under than myſelf; and, if it would 
be ingratitude in my father to refuſe you 
the reward you aſk, I ſhould ſtill be 
more culpable, was I to add diſobe- 
dience to ingratitude. He has pre- 
ſcribed me my duty, and I chearfully 
comply with it.“ | 

| Theſe words reſtored me again to life, 
and Don Gonzalez to his former ſatiſ- 
faction: he embraced us both tenderly, 
and from that time treated me as his 
child. I would have ſet out the next 
day for Frontiera, to throw myſelf at my 
father's feet, and acquaint him with this 
Joyful news. But Don Gonzalez, and 
his daughter, inſiſted upon my going 
with them to their eſtate, where they 
detained me for ſeveral days; nor would 
ſuffer me to depart, but upon condition 
that I brought my father back with 
me. 

There are ſome ſenſations which can 


be better felt than expreſt. Of this 


kind was the joy my father felt at ſeeing 
me arrive. An ablence of ten years, 
during which time he had never heard the 
leaſt tidings of me, had given him reaſon 
to believe, that I had ſhared the ſame 

fate with the reſt of my brothers, who 

LEE wee 
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were all dead; ſome in the ſervice of their 
country, and others of a natural death. 
My unexpected return appeared like a 

dream to him. He was for ſome mo- 
ments in doubt whether it was me or 
not that he beheld. When he was at 
length recovered from the agreeable ſur- 
priſe, he loaded me with a thouſand ca- 
reſſes, and bathed my face in a flood of 
tears. It was not poſſible for me to re- 
tain mine. at the ſight of a perſon whom 
I held ſo dear, and from whom I had 


* been ſo long ſeparated. As ſoon as the 


firſt embraces were over, he eagerly en- 
quired into the cauſe of ſo long an ab- 
ſence, I related to him all that had 
happened to me, from my going to Por- 
tugal to the time of my eſcape from cap- 
tivity. If the relation of my ſufferings 
cauſed him to ſhed tears; the ſtory of 
my love, and of my marriage with the 
daughter of Don Gonzalez, gave him as 
much joy. Charmed with the generoſi- 
y of the father and the daughter, he 
reſolved to ſatisfy the deſire they both 
expreſſed of ſeeing him; and we ſet out 
together for my father- in- law's houſe, 
where our preſence brought with it un- 
ſpeakable joy. My marriage with the 
lovely daughter of Gonzalez was cele- 

. brated 
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brated a few days after our arrival, and 
put the finiſning ſtroke to our general 
happineſs, had there been any ſuch 
thing as laſting happineſs upon earth. 
But whatever relates to man, par- 
takes of the weakneſs of his nature; 
and the more ſenſible he is to the ob- 
jects that ſurround him, the more ſub- 
ject they are to change. The happineſs 
which I taſted with my new ſpouſe, was 
ſoon clouded by the death of my father, 
which happened in a very ſhort time af- 
ter I was married. I ſhould have been 
inconſolable at this loſs, had I not found 
in Gonzalez and his lovely daughter all 
that was Capable of alleviating the 
ſevereſt ſorrow. But, alas! I ſoon loſt 
one part of this conſolation ; for, in lefs 
than a month afterwards, the good old 
man Gonzalez himſelf was taken from 
us, and the loſs threw his charming 
daughter into the ſame exceſs of grief 
with which I myſelf was a ſhort time 
before overwhelmed. 

In ſpite of all my endeavours to com- 
fort her for this loſs, ſhe would certain- 
ly have ſunk under it, had I not fallen on 
an expedient to divert her melancholy, 
which was, to take her with me to the 
caſtle of Frontiera, under pretence 
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that my preſence was neceſſary there to 
ſettle ſome matters relating to the for- 
tune left me by my father at his deceaſe. 
We lived there for near four years, in 
which time I ſaw myſelf the father of 
| ſeveral children; but it pleaſed God to 
take them all to himſelf. If the loſs af- 

flicted me as a parent, the grief it gave 
to my wife touched my ſoul more ſenſi- 
bly : ſhe was in a manner inconſolable: 

the caſtle of Frontiera became now as 
inſupportable to her as that of Orellanos 
had been; fo that I could think of no 


other way to free her from theſe melan- 


choly reflections, but by taking her with 
me to Portugal. As my family were 


originally of this kingdom, we were 


ſtill poſſeſſed of ſome eſtates in it, which 


my father left behind him when he went 


into Spain. She readily gave her aſſent 
to this journey when I propoſed it : we 
accordingly ſet out and arrived at Evora, 
where I am at preſent fixed, as lying the 
, moſt contiguous to the lands I have in 
this part of the kingdom. | 
We have been now three months in 


that village; which we ſhould not have 


left W for a long time, had not a 
friend of my wife's invited us to take 
ſhare with her in the diverſions of the 

vintage, 


1 | 
vintage, on which occaſion we came hi- 
ther. To this party I am indebted for 
meeting with my dear Sophia, whom I 
thought loſt for ever. Forgive me, 
lovely Thecla, continued the cavalier, 
turning to his ſecond wife, who was 


there preſent, forgive me this ſeeming 


infidelity, if I make you a witneſs to 
my reſuming my former engagements : 
ou muſt be ſenſible they are ſuch as 


cannot be diſſolved but with life, and 
have a prior right to your's. There is 


no pledge remaining of thoſe I entered 


into with you: if we have been miſtaken 
or unfortunate in our loves, it is wholly 
owing to ignorance and an honourable 
intention: there is nothing criminal in it 


in the eyes of God. Theſe engagements 


muſt now ceaſe : religion requires us to 


diſſolve them. But if in this I ſatisfy 


the dictates of my conſcience, think not, 
my dear Thecla, that I will ever abandon 


you: No! tender companion of my joys 


and ſorrows, you have been too dear to 
this heart for it ever to be indifferent to 
you. But if my Sophia's claim prevents 
it from being wholly your's, you may at 
leaſt depend upon its being filled with 


the moſt lively and fincere friendſhip for 
you. Let me conjure you to put it to 
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the name of that tender affection we 
have burnt for each other, in the name 
of my wife, who ſeems too ſenſible of 
your diſappointment, not to contribute 
all in her power to make it eaſy for 
you. 

While the cavalier was ſpeakin g thus, 
the lovely Thecla was bathed in her 
tears. The company, who had liſtened 
to this relation with the greateſt atten- 
tion, pitied her in their hearts, and 
could not but admire the caprice of 
fate, which ſports with the affairs of 
_ kuman kind. But what was their ſur- 
prize, when they ſaw the new bride- 
groom ſtart from his ſeat, and throw his 
arms around that lovely mourner. My 


| deareſt Thecla, cried he, all tranſported, 


is it a dream! May I credit my eyes! Is 
it you I behold ? Alas! you are afraid to 
look on me! You anſwer me not! Have 
vou then quite forgot your dear Juan de 
Velez? Ah! you thought me long ſince 
dead, as I, on my part, thought Provi- 


dence had taken you to itſelf : but re- 


turn from this error; behold your huſ- 


band who calls you, ond who from this 


inſtant 


the trial, and come and hare with us ar 5 
you and I have hitherto done the for- 
tune of both: I requeſt this of you, in 
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inſtant is ready to renew his former en- 


gagements, and will not part with you 


but with life. Will you not ſpeak to 
me, lovely Thecla? Do you bluſh to own 
an huſband who adores you?“ * Alas! 
replied Donna Thecla, (whom ſurprize 


had prevented from ſpeaking When 
ſhe ſaw her firſt huſband in the perſon © 


of the. new bridegroom) Alas! replied 
ſhe, I bluſh rather at my own infidelity: 
bur, if any thing can excuſe me to you, 
let it be, that this ſeeming inconſtancy 
was involuntary.” © Excuſe you, my 
deareſt Thecla! cried the enraptured 
Don Juan; excuſe you! ah! rather let 
me aſk for pardon! me, whom you be- 
hold before your eyes, fallen into the 
ſame error. But what need is there for 
excules on either ſide? It is the will, 
and not the act, that makes the crime. 
Ceaſe then to reproach yourſelf for what 
I am alone guilty of, if there is any. 
guilt, Let the example of the marquis 
de Frontiera, and his dear Sophia, calm 


all your ſcruples : chance divided them, 


and love has brought them together 
again, after an abſence of ten years. 
Let us then, like them, reſume our 


former engagements, - and forget every 
paſt misfortune of our lives.“ 
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8 Thecla could no longer 1 
the force of his reaſoning: ſhe yielded 
to the remonſtrances of her huſband, 
who now related to her all that had hap- 11 
pened to him ſince their cruel ſepara- 
tion; and how he had eſcaped from the 
dangers of the ſea by ſwimming; and 
that, being arrived in ſafety at Liſbon, 
he had uſed all his endeavours to learn 
ſome news of her; but to no purpoſe, 
till lately; when he had been informed 
that ſhe was burnt in Muley Iſmael's 
ſeraglio, which had unfortunately taken 
fire. 
V Alas, ſaid Sophia to the marquis of 
3 Frontiera, it was about the ſame time 
that I heard you likewiſe had periſhed 
In the flames, as you was endeavouring 
do fave the king's favourite ſultaneſs: 

E and thinking myſelf a widow, I yielded 
| to the repeated importunities of Don 
Juan, who was himlelf a widower, to 
make me his wife. Fortune at length, 
weary of perſecuting us, now reſtores us 
to each other. Nothing remains, but 
to return Heaven thanks for its good- 
neſs; and to conſult Mr. Licentiate here 
how 1 we mult a& in this affair, to renew 
the former bands b which we were | 
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“Upon my word, replied Don An- 
tonio very gravely, I know not what to 
ſay to it: this a tickliſh buſineſs. For 
here I married you yeſterday to Don 
Juan, who has doubtleſs made uſe of an 
huſband's right; in which caſe your mar- 
riage cannot be diflolved. And, as to that 
between the marquis and Donna Thecla, 
it is ſtill more binding, on account of 
four year's poſſeſſion: ſo that really 1 
don't ſee how we can clear all this up. 
Ahl if I had but a Sanchez de matrimonio 
here now, or if any of my brethren who 
have juſt left us had been preſent at this 
diſcovery, it would have been of great 
aſſiſtance to me, for they were learned 
and ſkilful men.” © I ſee no occaſion, 


uncle, ſaid I, for ſo much learning to 5 4 


decide this queſtion : the ſolution ap- 
pears to me very natural. Marriage 1s 
an engagement, which, when entered 
into, is not to be broken, but by the 
death of one or other of the parties. 
Now here they are all living: conſe- 
23 the firſt marriages remain in 
ull force; and thoſe contracted ſince, 


are, in the eye of reaſon, abſolutely | 


void.” ; 

Are you ſure of that, ſaid my 
uncle?“ I think, Sir, ſaid I, the 
| G 4 leaſt 
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leaſt eaflnRion may ſerve to convince you *.” *0 
of it. But, if you muſt have authority 
to ſecure you, look into St. Thomass 
d' Aquinas, and you will find — 8 


Nay, nay, interrupted Don Antonio 
haſtily, if St. Thomas ſays ſo, it muſt 
be ſo to be ſure. ' But, added he, we 
muſt give the ſanction of form to your 
marriages again, -good folks ; for, do 
= you ſee, you ſtand here as widowers 
both of you. Chance has brought you 
and your firſt wives together again; 
now, as this is to you a ſecond marriage, 
the church muſt not loſe any part of its 
.dues.” The two huſbands very readily 
promiſed him, that they would pay every 
thing that was requiſite for renewing the 
ceremony, and that he ſhould not loſe 
any part 'of his fees. They then em- 1 
braced one another as affectionate friends,, 
and took each his own wife: after which 
the young lord, who had brought the 
company with him, carried them all back 
to his caſtle with him; and would fain 
;have had us accompany them thither: 
but Don Antonio excuſed himfelf on ac- 1 
count of his gout; and I, on the neceſ- 1 
lity there was of my r him cam: 
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CHAP. X. 


Deſcription of the lives of the curates 
in Portugal. A ſtory on this ſub- 
ject. D. Antonio's library. Re- 
turn from the chace. The cir- 
cumſtances attending it. 
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E now ſaw u as ſolitary as 3 


we had but a few moments be- 
fore been full of company. The firſt 
thing the licentiate thought of on this 
occaſion, was to order ſupper to be got 
ready as ſoon as poſſible. I could not 


help being ſurpriſed at this, as it was 


hardly two hours ſince we had riſen from 


table, where we had ſpent beſt part of 


the afternoon ; and remarked as much 
to my uncle, who anſwered me, © that 
there was nothing in that, for he was 
always regular' in his hours of eating; 
and that Tf he ſhould deviate from his 
time but a few ſeconds it would go near 
to coſt him a fit of ſickneſs. Would you 


thing it;, nephew, added he, with a very. 


ſerious tone, I was very near fainting 


away the other day only by being obliged 


to 8 tall ſome ſoop which I had put᷑ in- 
| 8 to 


rel 


2 


bod) at its 


E 


to my plate to cool, was fit to eat. Out 


bodies are like clocks, which are quickly 
out of order, if they are not wound up 


regularly; therefore as I would not will- 


ingly break in upon the good ſtate of 

bee I at preſent enjoy, I take care 

'ye. ſee to provide for the wants of the 

N times, notwithſtanding 

any good meal that why come in be- 
tween whiles.” 

They are very happy 8 can lead 


ſo regular a life, ſaid I to my uncle.“ 


% Why ay, reply'd he, I have lead this 


lle for theſe thirty years paſt, and the 
 - good caſe you ſee me in may convince 


you there 1s nothing wrong in it. But 
ou will be the better able to judge of 


it, if you will but once try it. And4 


propos, nephew, as you are now of an 
age, in which young people generally 
make choice of the way of life they in- 
tend to follow, may I aſk you how you 

urpoſe to diſpoſe of yourſelf ?? „I be- 
lieve, ſaid I, my father would gladly 
have me take the long robe, but my 


mother oppoſes i it, and 1s for having me 


by all means to be a monk.“ Well 


and I, ſaid the licentiate, drawing him- 
ſelf up with a magiſterial air, will have 


You to be a curate, My brother and 
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ſiſter are two old fools, and don't know 
| what they would be at. Are you cut out, | 
think you, for a frock or a long robe? 
A fat living! a fat living, nephew ! that 
is your mark.” In anſwer to all this I ob- 
ſerved to him, that there was ſo much 
knowledge and uprightneſs of life re- 
quiſite to filling the miniſterial function 
worthily ; that I was afraid I was not as 
yet duly prepared for it.? Stuff! mere 
ſtuff! cry'd my uncle. Knowledge! why 
I did not know near ſo much of the mat- 
ter as you do when I was firſt put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of this living; and yet, as you 


ſee, I have maintained myſelf in it to 


this day, and not without ſome honor 
too, let me tell you. To be able to read 
a little, and write a tolerable good hand; 
to be perfectly maſter of the treatiſe of 
tythes, and to have a genteel manner of 
entertaining company, is as much as is 
required of an incumbent now-a- days. 
By the help of this he may live in eaſe 
and pleaſure, and fatten on the plenty 
of the land, as you may be partly able 
to judge from the ſmall ſpecimen you 
have had ſince you have been in my 
houſe. What you haye ſeen is nothin 

extraordinary, it is my uſual method — 
living with my neighbouring brethren, 
SI he | who 
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who are all hearty cocks, are they not ? 

Now pray tell me what way of life can 

you pitch upon which affords more hap- 
ineſs and content ?” 

It muſt be owned, anſwered I, "190 to 
ſpeak with the world, nothing can ſurpaſs 
the pleaſant life you and your brethren 
lead here. Pleaſure ſeems to riſe under 
their footſteps. They go from play to 
the table, and from the table to other 
diverſions perhaps not quite ſo innocent; 
bur in my opinion this way of life very 
ill ſuits with the notions we have of the 


E . 5 prieſthood, and ſtill leſs ſo with the doc- 


trine theſe gentlemen preach, who tell 
us, that the life of a chriſtian while on 
earth ſnould be æ continual ſtate of ſpi- 
ritual combat and mortification. If ſo, 
they cannot certainly be chriſtians them- 
ſelves, as they never either mortify the 
fleſh or enter into any combat, unleſs 
thoſe which they had between themſelves 
a while ago, about prince Albanius, be 
reckoned of the number. For my part, 
I have a great reſpect for your curates, 
not only on account of their character, 
but as being your friends; and yet I 
muſt own to 1 you freely, that I ſhould be 
much ' better pleaſed to ſee them in the 


king s ſervice than in their Preſent ſtate, 
: as 


. 1 


as 1 am certain they would acquit them- 


ſelves much better in the one than the 
other.” They would be very ſorry for 
the change, nephew, ſaid my uncle, and 
with great reaſon too, let me tell you 
that: in the army, do you ſee, there is al- 
ways one who commands and will make 
himſelf obey'd; now in the church it is 
quite different, for we are the maſters, 
and others muſt obey us. There every 
thing paſſes under the eye of a juſt and 
equitable prince, who ſeldom rewards 
any but thoſe who merit it, either on 
account of their behaviour or the length 


of their ſervices ; here on the contrary, 


rewards are frequently beſtowed without 
the leaſt merit or ſervice, accordingly we 
ſee ſeveral officers who quit the army to 
enter into orders ; 'nay, I myfelf know 


ſeveral, who after having been driven 


out of their regiments, have thrown 


themſelves upon the church, and are 
now in poſſeſſion of ſome of the chief 
dignities in it. n 


D. Antonio would perhaps have con? 
tinued his diſcourſe much longer, had 


not the coming in of the ſervants with 
ſupper interrupted him; for as all the 


faculties of his mind while at table were 
wholly employed upon the diſnes before 


him, 
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him, the converſation turn'd upon the 
goodneſs of the ſauces, which were the 
richeſt and higheſt ſeaſoned that could 


be made. He inſiſted upon my ſitting 


down by him, and eating of a fine re- 


moulade, whicli had been made of the 


beſt of every thing that had been left at 
dinner. But ſeeing that he could not 
prevail upon me neither by his moſt pa- 
- thetic remonſtrances nor his own exam- 
ple, Ah! ſaid he, thou wilt never make 
a good parſon, I fee that, for you want 
the two principal qualifications, which is 


to eat well, and drink well.“ I could not 


help ſmiling at this ſally of the reverend 
epicurean, but was not in the leaſt diſ- 
pared to convince him of the contrary by 
ollowing his example. After a very 
hearty meal, which did not laſt above 
an hour and an half, he began to think 
of returning to bed, and called for his 
young nurſe to conduct him thither, as 


it was part of her office to undreſs him 


every night (which his unwieldy fize ren- 
dered in ſome fort excuſable) ſhe began 
to perform it in my preſence, but as I 
thought it ſavoured a little too much 
of indecency, I took that piece of ſervice 


upon myſelf, which continued during 


my ſtay there. _ 
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The next morning I went into his 


chamber about ten o'clock, which 1 


knew was the uſual time of his riſing. 
After the firſt compliments we began to 
talk of indifferent things, for I had ob- 
ſerved that my uncle had neither a capa- 


city nor taſte for ſerious or intereſting _ 


ſubjects. Our converſation began to 
orow pretty hvely when we were inter- 
rupted by a countryman, huſband to the 
woman who dy'd the day before, who 
was now come to deſire my uncle to bury 
her. To beſure Perez, ſaid he, but 
what ſort of a funeral wouldſt have? 
thou knowſt there are of all prices.” 
The countryman made anſwer, © that 
he would gladly have it as decent a bu- 
rial as might be for the ſatisfaction of 


their friends. I commend your 


piety Perez, ſaid the good curate, go 
my lad, your wife ſhall be buried like. 
an empreſs. She ſhall be interred in the 
church, I will order all the bells to be 


| tolled, and myſelf will ſay a fine high 
maſs oyer her, with the richeſt orna- 
ments, and all this ſhall coſt thee no 


more than fix ducats, becauſe thou art 
a friend of mine.? 
<« Six qucats, cry'd Perez, half fright. 


ened out of his wits, fix ducats! wounds 
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a was neaver worth ſo much all her leaf 
time. Why you be joaking us zure 
maiſter curate. Ods zookers, I do'ant 
intend it ſhall coaſt me more nor ſix 
cruſades, and yet have a very foin one 
too.“ 

« Why then, ply > D. Antonio, thou 
mayſt have her buried where and by 


whom thou wilt, for I will never do it 


for leſs. I muſt live, and I ſhould ſoon 
be ſtarved if I was to bury at the price 


thou talkſt of.” 


* Noa, noa, cry'd the countryman, 


grinning and ſcratching his head, there's 


noa vear of that Iſe warrant ye, ſoa long 
as you. keep ſuch a corporation! Live 


fir! why you may live zure without 


eating people up alive, or vleecing a poor 
devil of a countryman of ſix ducats. 


| Bezides, if what Iſe aſk of you was to 
coaſt you ony thing or would be of any 
great zarvice to the poor creature that's 


dead, one moight perhaps make the 
matter up with you, but vill it coaſt you 
any thing moar to have her leaid in the 
church than in the church- yard. Doſt 

zink that the twanging of the bells will 
carry her ſaul the  zooner to heaven. 


Come, come, meaſter Aletes, hearken 


to On, and as 1t coaſts you nothing, 
We. and 
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and 1ven not zignify a vigs end to her, 
3 — * 
e' en be contented with fix cruſades, or 


by my holy dame Iſe bury her myſelf 
in the corner of our varm yard, and zee - 
who'll be the loaſer by that.“ Xs by 
« Oh! I ſhould be glad to ſee that, 
faid the licentiate in a fury, do you know, 


firrah, that I have a great mind to report. 


you to the holy inquiſition ; I have rea- 
ſon enough for it already, why the de- 
funct died like a beaſt without having 
taken the ſacraments.” Vary true, 
ſaid Perez, but whoſe vault was that 
preay ? If any body is to be called to an 
account for that it will not be us Ile ſure 
of that.” That ſignifies nothing, ſaid 
D. Antonio, it is no matter how it came 
about, the thing is ſo, and that is ſaf- 
ficient to get thee. burnt alive.” OE, 
All the good ſenſe and elocution which 
the countryman had hitherto ſhewn, fail- 
ed him at this menace of the curate's as 
ridiculous as it was. But, indeed, his fears 
were not altogether without foundation, 
for there has been more than one in- 


| ſtance of unhappy wretches being con- 
.demn'd to the ſtake by that horrid tribu- 


nal, for as trifting cauſes. His appre- 


henſion then got the better of him, and 


he began to found a parley. Wall; 
EEE 7 | | 


wall, 


. 
wall, Iſe zee, ſaid he, that we muſt all 
pay this holy tax, and dead or alive 
there's no zcaping you; howſomdever, 
I bequeſt your reverence to conſider that 
He but a r peazant, and have two 
children 1 upon my hands by the death 
of my wife.“ 

Lou are very badly off, indeed, ſaid 
D. Antonio, I think I am the greateſt 
loſer of the two by this accident. THñy 
-wife was a young woman, and might 
have had a great number of children 
more had ſhe lived. Here are juſt fo 
many chriſteningsout of my pocket, with- 
out reckoning the marriages and inter- 
marriages that would have followed of 
courſe; and notwithſtanding all this, you 
think much of my aſking you ſix ducats ! 
Hearkye, honeſty, if I had calculated all 
this before, you ſhould not have eſcaped 
for double the ſum. 

- Theſe curious reaſonings ſeemed to 
he's: very little effect on the country- 
man; he repreſented his poverty and the 
' multitude of taxes that he was loaded 
with, and in ſhort made uſe of argu- 
ments that might have ſoftened the moſt 
flinty heart; but all that he could obtain 
of D. Antonio, after abundance of in- 
treaties, was the remiſſion of one half he 

the 
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the ſum, and that only on condition that 


he would not tell the reſt of the peaſants 
how much he had been favoured. _. 
As ſoon as he was gone the licentiate 


got up, and went to the church to wait 


or the corpſe, for as he was a perſon of 
great conſequence in his pariſh, he never 
de e the proceſſion unleſs he was 

very well paid for it. I attended him in 
order to ſee how the ceremony would be 
conducted. Indeed he did not make me 
wait long, for never was a greater volu- 
bility of tongue than he diſplayed on 
this occaſion. The high maſs was not 
above half as long as a common one; 
the decorations of the altar were ſome of 


the moſt ordinary ones, in ſhort, maſter | 


Perez was ſerved for his three du- 
cats. 

As ſoon as the ceremony was over we 
returned home, and immediately ſat down 
to table. We had none but ourſelves to 
dinner, and ſo it was over in about two 
hours, when the cloath was taken away 
D. Antonio threw himſelf, according to 
cuſtom, upon a ſopha, to take his after- 
noon's nap, and J finding myſelf left 
alone, thought to paſs away the time in 
treading. I had hrought no books with 
2 „e, as I imagined I ſhould find enough 
? — = al 
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at the licentiates; z accordingly as ſoon as 
1. heard him begin to ſnore, I went into 
"cloſet and began to look for his li- 
. 1 opened all the places, and 
haunted 1n every corner, but the devil a 
book could I find. 

At laſt, after a long ſearch, I happened 
to caſt my eyes on a table which was 
covered with papers, which I thought 
might be of E equence : and going to 

remove a parcel without looking at them, 

I fell upon a little book, entitled, The 

art of drinking *, a poem, tranſlated into 
Portugueſe from the Latin. 
As the ſubject was neither intereſting 
in itſelf nor ſuited my taſte, I did not 
| give myſelf the trouble of peruſing it, 
|. tho* it appeared to me to have been 
much uſed, and I thought I ſaw ſome 
notes in it of my uncle's hand writing. 
This diſcovery was followed by ano- 
ther ſtill more curious. It was a book 
of ncarly the ſame ſize with the former, 
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, entitled, Pugna Porcorum : + the battle 
of the "6" The near reſemblance * 
title 


* De arte Bibendi: a Latin poem in ſeveral 
books, in imitation of Ovid's Art of Love. | 

' + Another Latin poem, the author of which 

E muſt certainly have been an original. It is writ- 

N ten in hexameter verſe, and all the words 5 
3288 
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title of this book bore to the battle I had 
been an eye witneſs to the day before, 
made me throw it aſide. And here end- 


WS <d all my diſcoveries, at leaſt of any con- 


ſequence, for in the courſe of my ſearch 
[ only found an old Breviary without a 
cover, with the beginning and end torn 
out, and a directory which had, been out 
of date for above twelve years. Theſe 
four volumes made the whole of D. An- 
tonio's library, nor had he ever had an 
other during the thirty years he had been 
e e 
Having finiſhed my ſearch, I returned 
to the room where I had left my uncle, 
whom I found ſtill aſleep, and there- 
fore ſate down with an intent of reading 
the little poem I had brought with me. 
I ſhould ſoon have read it through had TI 
not been interrupted by a loud noiſe of 
horſes feet and the winding of hunting 
horns, which made my uncle at the ſame 
time ſtart from his ſleep. This was oc- 
caſioned by a dozen gentlemen of the 


neighbourhood, who, in their return from 


hunting, had called at our houſe to re- 


with a Pas in che following verſe which is the 
firſt, of the book, [Plaudite, Porcelli, Porcorum, 
Fiera, Propago,] the reſt of the poem * all in the 


freſh. 


fame taſte. 


| Be 

freſh themſelves. After they had' put 
their horſes and their dogs into the 
ſtables, they came to pay their compli- 
ments to the licentiate, and to preſent 
him with a part of their game. The 
honeſt churchman returned the civility 
by ordering a number of bottles of wine 
to be ſet before them, which were 
emptied in an inſtant. D. Antonio ſee- 
ing this, called for a freſh ſupply, but 
the gentlemen, who were no leſs nimble 
than thirſty, had already taken care of 
that article, a party having been detach- 
eld to the cellar, whilſt another was ſtrip- 
ping the larder of all they could find in 
it. They were ſo ravenous that they 
tore the victuals out of each others 
hands, and did not give over eating 
while there was a morſel of any thing 
dreft left in the houſe. When they had 
diſpatched the preſent proviſion they 
were obliged to make a ſtop till what 
was laid doyn to the fire could be got 

ready. However, they made themſelves 
pretty well amends with the wine, which 
they poured down in ample meaſure. As 
ſoon as the reſt of the victuals was 
brought in, they fell to without mercy, 
and plates, diſhes, and bottles did no- 
thing but paſs and repaſs. All £173 

60D | diſ- 


„ ( 
diſcourſe was about the excellence of the 
wine and the hoſpitality of their worthy 
neighbour D. Antonio, whoſe good chear 
they ſaid was the admiration of all the 
country round. Theſe doings laſted till 
the day was pretty well ſhut in, and then 
theſe obliging gentlemen got on horſe- 
back again, leaving their landlord poorer 
by half a hogſhead of wine, than they 
had found him. 
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thew de Grapina and his 
What happened to two monks at 

2 «ph houſe. . A deſcription of his 


houſe, his library, and his collec 
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'OWEVER pleaſing the life 

led might appear to my uncle, 
, for 5 part, began to grow 
rtily weary Ire 
here, faid to myſelf ! their whole t 
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8 3 1 ſpent i in eating, drinking, and SEM 


Is this a life for a reaſonable crea- 


E= ? I no longer wonder that our 
, for the moſt 


t, are fo remark- 


able for their bretiſhneſs and ſtupidity. 
Was there nothing elſe to deter me from 
entering into the ſtate, but the being 
obliged to lead ſuch a life, it Foul be 
more than ſufficient to give me a diſguſt 


| to it for the reſt of my days. No, no; 


I will have nothing to do with a ſtate 
in which the profeſſors ate equally a dif 


3 honor to it, and to themſelves, by their 
3 ; "riot and debauchery. 


In conſequence of theſe rellections, I 


5 bed to be preſent at theſe kind of 
meetings as ſeldom as poſſible for the 
future: and, as the village did not want 
for company, I endeavoured to find a 
+ ſet of acquaintance, where I might meet 
with leſs noiſe, and more ſobriety: and, 


for this purpoſe, I caſt my eyes on the 


0 2 1 lord of the manor, whole houſe | Was the 


(IA „ 


3 =: A Me” 
* Accordingly I went the next day to 
the caſtle, where Don Alexander (for 
that was the young gentleman's name) 
received me with the greateſt politeneſs. 
He preſented me to Don Matthew de. 
Grapina, his father, who.even improved 
upon the reception I met with from his 
ſon. He was a man of a mean aſpect; 
and his underſtanding ſeemed altogether 
as groſs as his perſon. His behaviour 
had nothing of delicacy or politeneſs in 
it; but that was made up by a great 
openneſs and generoſity, I am apt to 
believe he did not always poſſeſs theſe 
good qualities; and for this reaſon, that ' 
he had made an immenſe fortune, by 
having the management of the king's 
farms. However, on the whole, he re- 
_ ceived me very handſomely, except the 
want of a little - politeneſs, which was 
very pardonahle in a man who roſe from 
the dregs of the people, and conſequent- 
hy could not have had any opportunities 
of being acquainted with the rules f 
good- breeding in his younger days: a 
Was now too old to begin to learn them. 
des it poſſible, ſtill more deficient 
Agon being conducted into the room 
mere ſhe was, I found her engaged in a 
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5 a 75 a While. 
urgent ſhe grew in her intreaties; 
do not know when ſhe would have given 


7 * 7 ©, 


. both by their countenances and behavi- 
dur, that their purſes were at the laſt 


| [hy I excuſed 


would become of two monks, w 


- 


1 ras 1 


party gt cards: ſhe took little or no no- 


tice of the compliment I made her at my 


_ ſalutation, but was immediately for 


on pping the cards into my hand, inſiſt- 
that I ſhould make one of the 
myſelf with all the 


good manners I could, telling her, that 


I ſhould think I did great injuſtice to 
her agreeable company and converſa- 
tion, if I ſuffered the cards to deprive 


me of an opportunity of entertaining her 
The more I refuſed, the more 
and 1 


over, had not the company ſbewn their 


impatience at being detained ſo long 
1 Mon their game. 


Though Thad ever a great diſlike to 


"the company of gameſters;' yet my com- 


plaiſance and curioſity together, got the 
better of me for this time; I could not 
deny myſelf the pleaſure of ſecing what 
hom I 


found engaged at play with hee; and 


\ who revenged themſelves. on their ill- 
luck, by venting a thouſand curſes a- 


gainſt the cards. I plainly perceived, 


Gb. 5 ſhort, in a Raw weÞ ieee pe 
Ba 


-— 


3 
rr 


8 . . 
. 4 4 
188 18 
2 Ko 
* a. * 


JJJJ%VVVVV 

time, the lady eaſed them entirely o$ 
their load: but tho' they ſaw themſelves J 
ſtript of their laſt ducat, they were as 
eager for play as ever. 7 
And now they began to redouble 
their oaths and imprecations; they 
curſed the cards, card-maker, game, 
and all to the devil, over and. over a- 
gain. The one ſwore he had-loſt every 
farthing he had been ſcraping together 
the whole Lent. before. Another, that 
he had loſt a:guardianſhip, which he was 
to have purchaſed. for ſixty ducats, which 
were now all gone. While thefe vene- 
rable fathers were thus venting their 
choler againſt the lady who had won 
their money, ſne was ſo wholly taken up 
in reckoning her gains, that ſhe had not 
time to attend to what they were ſaying: 
and I, for fear of being drawn in toplay _ 
with- her in my turn, (for, as ſne was 
upon the winning ſtrain, there was no 
getting clear of her), roſe haſtily from 
my chair, and left the table. 90 
Don Matthew, who, as well as my- 

ſelf, was heartily weary of play, propo- 

ſed. my going with him, to take a little 
.refreſhment. I excuſed myſelf at firſt; 

but the old man grew ſo preſſing, that! 
could not refuſe him. After we had 

+ r drank 
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RR nb i glas ah! two, Ae Anand, 
thinking to oblige me, offered me a 
8 „ and propoſed a party of 
ſhooting: I returned him thanks for his 
civility: but affured him, that it was a 
diverſion I. had never taken delight in; 
but that, if it would do lum any fort of 
pleaſure, I was ready to a any him. 
Noe, no, ſaid old Grapina, interrupt- 
ing me, it will only be diſagreeable to 
you: for my part, I cannot conceive 
what pleaſure people can take in ſcour- 
ing over hedges and ditches after a poor 
innocent hare; or ſtanding, planted like 
A a ſtatue; for an hour or two, to ſhoot a 
parcel of birds, that a little ner will 
3 my, oem vou ready for the ſpit,” | 
& - 4 Thereisnodiſpating: of taſtes, Seignor | 
Don Matthew, ſaid I, we have inſtances 
df different ones every day; and though 
- + you and I are not fond of the chace, yet 
' we ſhould not condemn thoſe who are. 
We all know it is a royal diverſion, ind 
contributes greatly to preſerve the body 
in health and vigour. The princes and 
nobles of the land follow it, and almoſt . 
every perſon of condition. * Ay, 
faid Grapina, that is true; it is for that 
reaſon that I am not ſo much againſt my 
_ 8 t. 1 g⁰ your WEE 
| ' 


Don Alexander, continued he; and, d'ye 
hear, uſe your beſt endeavours to get us 
ſomething nice for Seignor Ranucio's 
ſapper to-night : in the mean time, he 
and I will go and take a (mouthful of 
freſh air in my gardens, to get us an 
appetit. Y 
In ſaying this, he opened a large 
glaſs-door, through which we entered 
into a magnificent parterre, laid out in 
the moſt elegant manner, and adorned 
with noble marble ſtatues. As we went 
along, the old gentleman took upon 
him to explain to me the ſtory of each 


of them, which gave me as much plea- 


fare, as the fight of them, though tbex 


were certainly exquiſitely fine. <« You 


fee. that man there, ſaid he, with his 4 


two ſons, round which theſe monſtrous. 
ſerpents are twining ; that is Laocoon, 
who came to the aſſiſtance of his two 
children, who were ſeized upon by theſe _ 
curſed creatures one day as they were 
_ fiſhing for eels. Not contented with 
duevouring the poor little innocents, they 
fell next upon the father, and made an 
end of him too; and yet all the crime 
he was guilty of, as far as I can learn 
from hiſtory, was his having ſtruck his ſpur 
2 üttle 3 the Trojan horſe.” 
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<< Obſerve that other ligure; that is 
= Pegaſus, who would not ſuffer Alexander 
the Great to mount him. Mark! what 
A Main! what an Head! what a Cheſt! 
He wants natbing but Nek to be 
alive.“ 
+ This ſtatue you ſee here, is Milo, 
the Crotonian; for whom Cicero, that 
famous Roman lawyer, made ſuch a fine 
harangue : one would imagine, that the 
ſtatuary meant to repreſent the force and 
ſtrength of that famous orator's elo- 
quence, by the robuſt and nervous make 
of this body. . Examine theſe Muſcles! 
& here are Veins! here are Sinews/! allow 
With me, that this is a Maſter-piece of 
WM Sculpture => 
I ſtood in need of all my gravity, to 
forbear laughing. in his face, as he went 
on with his abſurd explanations; and 
had he contiuued much longer, I certain- 
ly ſhould have done it: but, happily for 
me, he took me to ſee a labyrinth he 
had, in which there was a number 
of alcoves, every one more beautiful 
than another: we. afterwards went to 
walk on a terras, near ſeventy feet long, 
from whence there was one of the fineſt 
e that can, be EIA. 
Es ab g 00 After 


E 
After having feaſted me with all the 
curioſities without doors, he carried me 
back to the houſe, where he ſhewed me 
thro! the apartments, which were all f 
them moſt elegantly furniſhed : but no--- 
thing ſtruck me ſo much as his library; 
it was a room of an immenſe length, 
and full of books, from one end to the 
other. He told me it contained no leſs 
than fifty-ſix thouſand volumes. Is it 
oſſible, thought I to myſelf, that the 
aity ſhould ſet ſuch an example to our 
clergy ? What a diſgrace is it to them, 
to ſee a man, who never had the leaſt 
taſte for literature, poſſeſſed” of ſuch a | 
fine collection, while in ſome of their 
houſes, have not half a dozen bookæcs 
in them? Ah! my dear uncle, I wiſn 
you had the fourth part of theſe!” 
But, indeed, what could you do with 
them, conſidering your taſte? 2 
I was occupied with theſe refle&ions, _, 
when Grapina aſked me, my opinion ' 
of his library? It is a very magnifi- 
cent one, Seignor, ſaid I; büt I am a 
g lirtle ſurprized at your bringing ſuch a 
treaſure into ſo ſmall a village as this, 
when it might be of ſuch uſe in the ca- 
piral ? There, it would gein peu the 
triendſhip and converſation of all men of 
e H 5 5 learning, Ws 


RD 


13 


D as uſeleſs; 
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leaming, ho. would be charmed with 
an oppor 
ſuch a 


tunity of having recourſe to 

zine. of letters.“ Well; 
and do you know, Seignor Ranucio, 
replied — that it was this very reaſon 

whych induced me to bring it hither: 
I was continually beſieged — theſe gen- 
tlemen at Liſbon. Night and day they 


were handling my 5 which ſpoiled 


them, and made me almoſt mad; for, 
do you ſee, I am none of your ignorant 


2 ; _—_ 7 judge of a book by the 


arance of it: no, no, 


"pu pete or the beauty of the 


binding; and, when that is gone, the 


is nothing to me, I throw it aſide 
and I am ſo nice on this 
head, that! hardly dare venture to read 
one of them myſelf, for fear of damag- 
ing it. As for your learned gentlemen, 


they may find enough for their purpoſe, 
without me. 


There is the prince's li- 
brary, which is open for them on cer- 


tain days; and, beſides that, there are 


ſeveral convents; which have very curi- 


ous libraries, where they have liberty 
to go and ſtudy every day,” ) 


That is true, Seignor Grapina, aid; 
I; but, do you know what it:is to go 
* N e If you was in- 

formed, 


* 


_ 


FW 

formed, as I have been by a friend of mine, 

of the ill reception they give to people 

of worth and learning on ſuch occaſions : 
if you could fee the inſolent airs they 

give themſelves, and the mean compli- 
ances they expect from thoſe whom they 
think ſtand in need of them, you would 

allow, that an author might, with much 

more eaſe, make a work entirely from 
his own brain, than to be indebted 

to them for the uſe of their libraries. 
One would imagine, that they carried 

the contempt they themſelves have for all 
kind of learning to all who have any taſte 

for it. Proud of being in poſſeſſion of 

ſuch a treaſure, of which they know not 

the value, they deprive thoſe who do 

from enjoying it, nay, frequently refuſe _ 2 

them the fight of ir. 8 

As to myſelf, replied the financier, 

I am above ſuch meanneſſes; for I take. 

a pleafure in ſhewing mine to all the 

world. Obſerve, here are of all ſorts _ 

and ſizes, as one may ſay, and of all 

colours and ſhapes too. Indeed, I never 

read in them myſelf, but my bookſellers, 

aſſured me, they were all choſen books, 

and of the very beſt editions.” After 

what he had ſaid to me a little while be- 

fore, I was very cautious how I meddled 
with any of his books. But, ſeeing me 

: LS. IS Q-- look - 
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look at them very attentively, he "A 
down a book from one part of the libra- 
ry, and, holding it out to me, © Here, 
Seignor Ranucio, cried he, if you talk 
of books, here is a book! why, I would 
not give the collection that this book 
belongs to, for all the reſt of my library 
put together: this, Sir, is part of a com- 
Feen collection of all the ſongs that have 
| en made fince the firſt building of the 
1 bridge that leads to the king's palace; 
3 you may judge from thence of its anti- 
uity.: but, what makes this collection 

ill more valuable to me, is, that many 
E them were compoſed by a perſon of 
1 a relation .of mine, with whom 
1 uſed, to ſeribble a little in this kind of 
etry now and then.“ What, ſaid I, 

_ affeting a ſurpriſe, Are you a poet, 
Seignor Grapina? Ay, and a muſi- 
celan too, Sir, replied he. Indeed, neither 
my muſic, nor my poetry, are the moſt 
delicate in the world; but they will do 
well enough, to ſhew a man's breeding 
in company. You muſt know I can 
. whiſtle melodiouſly : there are few that 
can equal me in this accompliſhment ; 
and, when I ſet up my pipe, you would 
' think you heard a nightingale at your 
car. You ſhall be witneſs X,. it n in- 
ant: 


1 | 
ſtant : J aſſure you, I have been admired 
by numbers of people, ay, and of taſte 
too.” Upon this he began to whiltle 
ſome trifling tune with a noiſe that went 
thro' my ears; but I was obliged to bear 
with him out of complaiſance, and-even 
affect to praiſe this execrable diſcord. 
As ſoon as he had given over, I was for 
making towards the door, left he ſhauld 
take it in his head to begin again.. 
I was got pretty near to it, when he 
called me back, and told me, That he 
had ſome things to ſhew me, of infinitely 
greater conſequence than all the libra- 
ries in the world, and what he was we 
perſuaded would afford me the greateſt 


pleaſure. | 


cabinet, the folding-doors of which he 
immediately threw open: It was filled, 
from the bottom to about the middle, 
with a prodigious number of little; 
drawers; the reſt of it was taken up 


were an infinity of large phials, full of: 

Nav of wine. In this place, Seignor 
.Ranucio, ſaid the old Financier, in this 
place are all the treaſures of nature, all 
| the, riches, of the earth and ſea; in a 
1277 . | word, 


— 


* 
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In ſaying this, he led me up to a vaſt, - 


with ſhelves, which roſe one above ano-; © 
ther like a flight of ſteps, and on theſe; | 


A 
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word, every thing that is . 
curious in the world ; as you will ac- 
knowledge, when I have ſhewed you its 
contents.” = 
After this pompous Seeumble, he 
two drawers, in which I expect- 
ed'to ſee ſome of the moſt glorious pro- 
ductions of nature; but, to my great 
diſappointment, it contained nothing 
but a few oyſter and muſcle-ſhells, with 
here and there a large ſcallop or two, or 
a periwinkle of a remarkable ſize, which 
had never the leaſt pretenſions to beauty 
or rarity, but in the opinion of old Gra- 
pina. - Theſe were ſpread with great 
care and order upon a bed of fine cot- 
ton; the whiteneſs of which entirely 
eclipſed the beauties rhat the Financier 
was fo fond of. 
As I was very little caddy with theſe 
- rarities, Grapina obſerved 
my indifference, and ſaid, You ſeem 
not to hke this drawer, young gentle- 
man; and yet, let me tell you, it is a 
fine colteftion: F am fure, it coſt 
me a very fine ſum of money: but have 
a little patience, and 1 1 wit ſhew ou, | 
ſuck things, fuch things! that 4 
There! continued he, opening five or 


fox drawers at once, Tell me, if you 
e | | ever 


e © Þ 
ever, in your life-rime, ſam any th 
compare with theſe ? here are Avon Kt 
only examine theſe Turbines; theſe Bival- 
ves; theſe Nautilli ; theſe Tiaras”; theſe 
Helmets; ; theſe Royal Mantles; theſe 
Shuttes ;- theſe - Concas - Vineris 3 theſe 
Towers of Babel; theſe What fay 


you now? Seignor Ranucto ; what fay 
you now! Is not this fine! is not this 
magnificent | can any thing exceed it? 
Why, this collection alone might pur- 


half the world; and, faith, they 


coſt me a fine penny, and yet 1 had 


them a bargain too.” 
Seeing the old man in ſuch raptures, 


the fear of mortifying him too ſenſibly, 


evented me from telling him what F 
really thought of all theſe trifles, which 


are fit for nothing but to amuſe children 


withal, * Why, fays he, all on fire, 
you don't ſay a word! What? do you 


not think this beautiful? are yon not 
pleaſed yet? Well, well; I have that 
will do for you, take my word ont. 
Here, Sir; pray, draw near: here are 


the maſter · pieces of nature's production. 
Here you will fee my Tygers, my Fan- 
thers, my Dolphins, my Snipes, my 
ſwallows, Mmy—— *< What? then 
Fm apt a menagerie, — Grapma! 
aid 
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ſaid I, interrupting. him.“ 


honour, a pretty — Fw, iel 


he; a very pretty thought that! and to 
the purpoſe; a menagerie! Well, I am 
— to remember that! and, from 
this day forward, this ſet of drawers 


hall be called TER MENAOERIE.“ In 


ſaying this, he opened two new ones, 
and ſhewed them me full of different 


ſhells, which bore as much reſemblance. 
to. the things whoſe names they went by, 
as a chariot does: to a wind-mill.. He 


vould have proceeded to ſhnew me all the 


reſt; but I began to grow heartily tired 
of. this amuſement, and to ſtop him in his 


cCarreer: I aſked him, what kind of ani- 


mal that was, which I ſaw preſerved in 


7 1 in a great glaſs upon one of the 


elves? Why that, Sir, ſaid Gra- 


pina, is the ſerpent Python, which was 


{lain by the Chimæra. In that other 
bottle, "which you ſee by the ſide of it, 
are the two ſerpents, which Bellerophon 
ſtrangled, while an infant in his cradle.” 
He was proceeding to ſhew-me the other 
EP contained, in the reſt of the glaſſes 
he aſſured me, were the greateſt 
rarities. in the world; but, having had 


ere of —— —— doloen about 


1 
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with à large bone, which appeared to 
me near; thirty feet long; I aſked; him, 
which animal it belonged to? © Thar; 
ſaid he, is one of the leg-bones of the 
famous Gargantua. That other ſmall 
one, which you ſee by the ſide of it, 
is a tooth of the cyclops Polyphemus, 
when he was very young; it is not 
above three feet five inches and four 
lines in length. Theſe other curioſities 
you ſee diſpoſed about, are of various 
kinds: There is the foretop of Maho- 
met's hair, for which I gave a Jew three 
hundred and ſeventy-eight ducats ; a 
part of the tail of a comet; a feather of 
Leda's ſwan, which was ſo admired” for 
its beauty obſerve how ſurprifingly + 
white it is! Then here is one of Midas“ 
ears; a ſtone from Pharaol''s pyramid ; 
one of the horns of the goat Amalthea 
a piece of the ſkin of the Minotaur; a 
wing of Medea's dragon; one of the 
ſtrings of Orpheus? harp; and a tooth of 
the dog Cerberus: all of them very 
great curioſities, and truly originals; 
for there is nothing of the kind to be 
met with any where elſe in the known 


world. The good man had no occa-. 


hon to ſwear to the truth of this laſt ar- 
cle; I was ready enough to believe it“ 
CET CIFER: i SN on 
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on bis bare word; and thought his ſim- 
plicity as diverting, as the gravity with 
which the monks of St; Denis diſplay 
their holy trumpery to the eredulous. 
_ | Having now ſufficiently ſatisfied my cu- 
e- as he thought, the Financier was 
paſt going to ſhut his cabinet, when re- 
collecting himſelf, on a ſudden, what 
a dolt am I, cry'd he, ſtriking his head, 
I was going away without ſhewing you 
the greateſt treaſure that is, perhaps, 
this day under the ſun. Ah, my poor 
— I ſhould: have had you finely 
upon my back if 1 had fuffered ſeignor 
Ranucio to depart without ſeeing you.” 
po this he drew out two drawers, 
wind, for the fake of a better light he 
brought to a table that ſtood under one 
of the windows. I muſt acknowledge 
that I never in my life beheld a more 
glorious ſight. The wings of the but- 
terflies, which were diſpoſed in an artful 
manner, formed a picture, whoſe vivid 
eolours, worthy the almighty pencil, were 
not to be imitated by any mortal painter. 
But remark the mutability of human hap- 
33 and poſſeſſions, while Grapina and 
g our eyes on theſe beauties, 
a r — of wind blew open the 
3 and in an inſtant 2 


63 1 ; 
this beauteous ſpectacle. - << 0 beavens! 
| cry'd the Financier, in all the agonies of 
I deſpair, I am ruined! I am undone |! 
There is the moſt ſolid of all my poſ- 
ſeſſions entirely loſt in air, O curſed miſ- 
chance! Oh, wretched Grapina.! Ah, 
my deareſt Ranucio, I am dead! I am 
bury' d! I am damn d!!! * 
I had much ado to forbear E 
in his face at theſe ridiculous and childiſh 
exclamations, but I thought that good 
breeding obliged me to do ſomethin ng 
towards aſſiſting a man whoſe misfor- 1 
tunes had happened thro” his great com- 
plaiſance to me. According fine 4 
ately ſhut the window, and then we both 
ran about hke children after the dif- 
perfed wings of the butterffies, which 
the wind had blown about the room. 
After great pains and labour we recover- 
ed ſome few, but thofe were greatly 
damaged in paſſing thro” our 3 
Grapina appeared overwhelmed | 
rick. I did all in my power to comfort 
im, by telling him that the reſt would 
certainly be found by removing fone of 
the books. This reftored him a little to 
his reaſon and he grew more pacified-. To 
complete his cure, I propoſed to him rad 
w_ the” preſs- yard and 0 them 


wine, 


as =» T0 e Heal. _ ww YC * 


49 anc — 1 3 159 Tr e 


e aww 3» 9 


1.464 
wine, which he agreed to eh Ireat com- 
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CHAP, vn. 


Monkiſh toll on [icher vintage: The 
great averſion of the monks to la- 
bour. An adventure that happen- 


cd to one of them in the N 
houſe. | 


— — as 
= as Pohle. The firſt object that 
me on my entrance was about a 
dozen monks in their different habits, 
each ſeated on a tun. | Surpriſed at fo 
hs EL? an appearance, I aſked my 
conductor What they might be Sing 
there: © What, arg, they doing, ſaid 
Grapina in a ſurpriſe, why ſure you can- 
not be ignorant of that? Why theſe are 
the cellar: ferrets of all the convents here- 
abouts, whom the ſuperiors have ſent to 
collect their; dues of the vintage. The 
tuns you ſee them ſeated on are What 
belong to their reſpective convents, and 
99 one of them will * till his a 45 
; - 9955 
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brimful.“ Good heaven's, .cry'd 1 
briſkly, are not theſe poor people already 
ſufficiently oppreſſed with taxes, but they 
muſt be obliged ro undergo this new one, 
this holy exaction?“ „ Why I find, ſaid 
Grapina, that you are not very. fond of 
cheſe reverend gentlemen, one would 
imagine that they had plaid you ſome 
ſcurvey tricx.“ Quite the contrary, 
I aſſure you, replied I, for they have al- 
ways contributed greatly to my diver- 
ſion, s- well by the oddity of their dreſs 
and their rules, as by ſome very comical 
ſcenes with which they have furniſhed 
me.” If fo, replied the Financier, - 
you are not much beſide the mark now, 
for this is the time that they commit 
more than ordinary extravagancies.” . 

The noiſe made by the country peo- 
ple hindred the good fathers from hear- 
ing the panegyric we were making on 
them. When the diverfions were-ended, 
every one returned to work, and theſe 
holy collectors beſtirred themſelves very 
briſkly, not ſuffering the leaſt drop of 
their dues to eſcape them. One of the 
country fellows feeing them fo buſy in 
taking their ſhares, which was not the 
worlt nor the leaſt part of the wine, de- 
fired one of them to help him turn the 
E Ol wheel; 
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heel © God have mercy upon us ! 
| friend, ſaid one of the manks, do you 
know what n are aſking of us. No, 
no, we ſhall take care how we do any 
thing of that kind, I aſſure you. You 
do not know, I Tuppoſe, that our founder 
has ſtrictiy forbidden us to work under 
Pain of incurring mori ſin.“ If that's 
the caſe, ſaid I interrupting: him, he ought 
at the ſame time to have ordered all your 
mouths to be ſown up, for he 9 
will not work ſhall not eat, but do not 
throw the blame upon your founders, 
who commanded directly the contrary ; 
rather own that it is your own indigent 
and lazy diſpoſitions that make you thus 
faunter up and down every town and vil- | 
lage to eat up the ſubſiſtance of the poor, 
inſtead of working as the reſt of man- 
kind. do.“ 

This unexpected ſally 1 mine 3 
certed them a_gaod deal, which Grapina 
obſerved, and in order to divert the con- 
- verſation, ſet his people a dancing. again. 


T he fellows deſired nothing better, andbe- 


gan to ſhake their heels with great ala. 
crity.: their mirth Penarth tee itſelf 
to the monks, who would very gladly 
have joined in the diverſiqn, had they 


not been e of a ene Et ew. 
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ture. In. fact I was almoſt angry with my 
ſelf for what I had done, for there were 
three or four of cheſt grey · beards that 
would have been moſt diverting figures 
cutting -croſs capers. However, I was 
pretty well recompenſed by a ſudden ſally 
of one of their companions, who ſtarting 
up haſtily, threw off his cloak, and get- 
ting into one of the maſnhing - tubs, be- 
gan to harrangue us on the ſuhject of 


the vintage. It was a piece of the bur- 


leſque kind, but appeared to me to have 
infinitely too much wit and learning in 
the compoſition to come from himſelf. 
The monks ſeated on their tuns and 
the vintagers on the ground, liſtened 
with profound attention to his harangue, 
as did Grapina and myſelf, when a ſud- 
den accident happened which obliged 
our orator to quit his pulpit, and in an 
inſtant diſperſed the whole congregation. 
I have already obſerved that he threw off 
his cloak at his firſt mounting the roſ- 
trum, in order, I ſuppoſe, to diſplay his 
action to more advantage. While he 
was in the heat of his diſcourſe, it chanced 
that an hungry maſtiff paſſing that way 
came into the place where we were aſſem⸗ 


bled; the creature finding no one take 


notice of him, as our attention was other- 
. | wile 


1881 
wiſe employed; made up to the monk's 
cloak that lay on the ground, probably 
allured by the effluvia that proceeded 
from it; and after giving it two or three 
hearty ſhakes, fell to work with his 
mopth and feet ſo effectually, that he 
opened one of the pockets that hung to 
it, and out came the end of a leg of 
mutton. The fear of being diſturbed, 
made him uſe all his endeavours to dif: 
engage it if poſlible altogether, but not 
= being able to compaſs his ends there, he 

4 thought he ſhould ſucceed better and eat 
it more at his eaſe without doors; ac- 
cordingly he carries off the monk's cloak 
into the yard. 
Ihe whole congregation burſt out in- 
to a laugh at ſeeing the prieſtly robe pals 
' by#hem. The orator more attentive to 
his ſupper than the ſubje& he was upon, 
perceiving that no one offered to go after 
his cloak,  jump'd himſelf out of the 
maſn- tub and ran after the ſacriligious 
beaſt who had made thus free with the 
church habiliments, and by this time 
had nearly made himſelf maſter of the 
contents. A battle ſeemed now to be 
the unavoidable conſequence': every one 
was eager to ſee how'it would be ma- 
naged, and in favour of which of the 
Herd . two 
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two combatants victory would declare. 
Accordingly they all ran out into the 


N yard, where they found the monk with 
2 one end of the cloak in his hand, diſpu- 
z BI ting the poſſeſſion with the maſtiff, who, 
1 on his ſide, tugged as heartily at the 
0 other to maintain his hold. The diſ- 
of pute was very obſtinate, and victory re- 
d, mained for a long time doubtful. The 


ſpectators, as is uſual on ſuch occaſions, 
took different ſides, but as yet fortune 


he ſeemed to incline to neither party; but 
at made uſe of the efforts of each to com- 
10 promiſe the matter; in a word, the old 
ak cloak being torn into two pieces left the 


victory undecided. The maſtiff, how- 
ever, had this advantage over his adver- 
ſary, that when the holy rag rent aſun -H 
der, he ſaw him fall backwards to the 
ground. I immediately ran to raiſe the 
good father, and enquired whether he 
was hurt. My greateſt hurt, ſays 
he, is the loſs of my ſupper; but I 
truſt that providence will make it up to 
me.“ "NF ; N On. | + - 


wy In ſaying this he roſe from the ground, 
be and rejoined the ſpectators, who were ſtill 
diverting themſelves with his adventure. 


He was the firſt to join in the laugh, but Þ 
TY VoI. I. = BA 25 ae 


een he ſaw 5 3 
chaplets and agnus dei's, with which 
the 2 cur . ſtrewed the way, 
and which the ſpectators had tram- 
pled into a thouſand pieces with their 
feet; lifting his eyes up to heaven, 
*© Bleſſed virgin, cry'd he, what do I 
ſee! What profanation is this! Holy 
roſaries and ſacred relicks Ag amend un⸗ 
der et! 

Indeed, faid I, this is 2. — 
that deſerves * Don Alexander, who 
joined us in that inſtant, prevented me 
_ from-faying any more: after a few mo- 
ments diſcourſe together we all three re- 
turned to the houſe, Wen ſupper was 
Waiting for us. _ 

If the entertainment was elegant, 
che converſation was full as inlipid. 
Donna Cameria, who had been ſilent all 
the 8 on account of the cards, 

now gave her tongue full looſe, and 
ſeemed reſolved to have every word to 
herſelf. She would ſcarcely allow us 
time to drink to each other, but was in- 
ceſſantly putting in one foolyh' queſtion 
upon the back of another, and Foe -of 
the moſt ridiculous and àbſurd kind. 
Es * her ls cit was the perpetual 
motion. 


* 


» 
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hopes that the cloth being taken away, 
me would give us ſome reſpite, and in 
that view begged leave to retire as ſoon 
as ſupper was over, but the good lady 
immediately ftopt me by 1aying,. very 
frankly, that ſhe never invited any one 
to ſupper without giving them a bed. 
I excufed myſelf {trongly upon my un- 
cle's being ill, and in want of my atten- 
dance, but all my reafons were over- 
ruled, and a meffenger was diſpatched 
away to the Licentiate's, to let him know 
that he was not to expect me that night. 
Having thus gotten me within her power, 
ſhe fell upon me without mercy, and over- 
whelmed me with an inundation of que. 
tions about my family. As, whether me 
father was rich, if he was in years, how 
many children my mother had had, how 
old ſhe was when ſhe married, if ſhe was 
ſtill handſome, if 'ſhe was fond of play, 
and whether the faw much genteet com- 
She was no longer in aſking theſe queſ- 
tions, than I have beers in enumerating 
them; ſo I will leave the reader to judge 
_ whether it was poſſible for me to put in 1 
_ aftfwer. Indeed I believe the would have 
. been; Jorry that T had, for I no. ſooner # 
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"ered: to open my mouth, than me ſtopt 
it by ſome ſilly queſtion. I therefore 
reſolved to let the larum run, which 
it did with a ſurpriſing rapidity: Cer- 
tainly ſhe was the moſt of a woman in 
that reſpect of any one in the world. At 

length, however, ſhe- began to grow 
weary of having all the talk to herſelf, 
and called upon me to relieve her; up- 

on which I remonſtrated to her, that as 
the night was ſo far advanced, if we 
continued our converſation much longer, 
it might have a bad effect upon her looks 

the next day. This little compliment 

procured me my releaſe, ſhe anſwered, 


that ſhe was more in apprehenſion upon 
| 5 my account, and gave me leave td with- 
draw, which I accordingly. did, not 1 

"OF to be bid wahde. 5 
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1 viſit Frog the Patriarch of '{ 
His magnificent train. A Seer 
tion of that Prelate- 1 


8 OW diſagreable Eaves Thad paſſed 
| the preceding evening at Grapina's | 
de uſe from. the Cds ae of, Zo 
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wife, I was amply recompenſed for it the 
next day, by a ſight that I ſhould have 
miſſed had I returned home to my un- 
cle's. This was the entry of the patriarch 
of Liſbon, who was on his viſitation, and 
and ſtopt at our caſtle as the only place 
that appeared fit to lodge him. The 
ringing of the bells, and the acclama- 
tions of the people, who had all run to 
arms to. give him the moſt honourable 
reception, and the ſtill greater noiſe made 
by his own train, wakened me ſuddenly 
out of my ſleep; This was the firſt time 
he had been ſeen in the town for above 
fifteen years that he had been archbiſhop- _ . 

and patriarch, and indeed it was the very _ -/ 
firſt viſitation he had ever made in his "al 

By the magnificence of his train you © 
would rather have taken him for the am- 
baſſador of ſome foreign potentate, wu 
had a mind to captivate the minds of the 
people by all the luxury of pomp: and 
 ſhew, than a paſtor come to viſit his 
flock. Twelve mules loaded with his 
plate preceded four large covered wag- 
Zons, in which were his officers of the 
month, with all the proviſions and uten- 
fils for his kitchen. After them came 
twenty led horſes, and ſix coaches 
. In... 
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In the two firſt of theſe were the * of- 
Wes of his grace's houſehold, and in 
the two others his archdeacons and chap- 
tains, and in the fifth a biſhop ſuffragan, 
Pho acted as his grace's ſquire; the ſixth 
which was drawn by eight noble Barbary 
- | horſes, was filled by the patriarch in 
perſon, eſcorted by two valets at each 
door, two running footmen before, and 
otmen behind. This 
pompous retinue was cloſed. by a crowd 
of poor people who had followed his grace 
from Silveyra, where he lay the night 
before; to whom, in the abundance of 
his generoſity and charity, he had order- 
_edone re to be diftrivured amongſt 


E —_ 
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Buch a numerous retinue ſtopping at 
3 his houſe, would have frightened any 
man more in his ſenſes than D. Grapina, 
But he on the contrary, who had never 
received ſuch an honor in his life, was. 
ready to run mad with joy when he ſaw 
them enter the court- yard. As for his. 
wife, I thought ſhe would have gone 
quite beſide herſelf. As ſoon as ſhe 7 5 
him coming at a diſtance you might have 
heard her running about the houſe like 
A cruſade i is nearly 1 85 to our . a 
ome. . 5 SET 
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A | diſlratted- woman, calling out as loud 
as ſhe could bawl, Huſband! huſband !. 
here's the patriarch! the patriarch is com- 
ing to our houſe! now who will dare take 
upon them to diſpute our rank: But 
unfortunately for her, poor woman, ſhe 
did not long keep up to the dignity of 
this ſuppoſed rank, for the moment the 
prelate had ſet his foot out of the coach 
door, ſhe ran and thre w Rerſelf at his fert, 
to aſk. his bleſſing; which ſherreceived 
among all the rabble that had attended 
| his coach, and who had flung: them- 
ſelves: proſtrate on the: ground for * 
ſame intent. 
Notwithſtanding the prepoſſeſſion I 
| had always had in favour of the digni- 
fied. — E could ſcarce. keep my 
countenance at the ſight of the patriarch's 
figure, which: I had never ſeen the like 
in my whole life. He was a perfect 
little Aſop, with this only difference, 
that the one was a poor ſlave, and this 
the younger brother of the illuſtrious .Y 
houſe of Alcazone. I could not helps ©} 
admiring as he paſſed me, the. prudent 2A 
. management of nature,. who ſometimes 
takes ae h! in humbling by the defor- 
mity of body, thoſe men whoſeciltuſtri 
_ ous. birchs e Em e 
e 14 W rhe” 
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proud. Tho' ſhe had here exerted 122 
wiſe precaution in its full extent, yet, 
from what I could obſerve, ſhe had fail- 
ed in her deſign. For this little limb 
of the church, had all that pride and 
ſelf-ſufficiency in his carriage which, 
tho pardonable, perhaps, from the 
cConſideration of his birth, appeared 
& ridiculous in one of his profeſſion and 
figure. He made his entrance into the 
-.- houſe preceded by all his officers, eccle- 
= Naſtic and ſecular, moſt of them jolly 
'  welllooking. men, which only ſerved 
to make his patriarchical littleneſs more 
7 e 8 | 
Il,!ôͤie ſervants of the houſe, at the "a5 
11 of whom ſtood Grapina himſelf, received 
haus grace's benediction as he paſſed by 
them, of which I had my — as well 
2ãʒs the others, happening to be upon the 
1 ſtair- caſe juſt as he came up. Grapina 
ſeeing me there, begged me to aſſiſt him 
in doing the honors of the houfe, till 
ſome gentlemen he had ſent to in the 
*  * eighbourhood to keep the Prelate com- 
8 pany, could have. time to arrive. I ex- 
cuſed myſelf as well as I could, by al- 
4 ledging, that he was certainly himſelf 
the moſt proper and capable perſon to 
x yo that office 1 in his own houſe ; * 
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Com 1 
that I had not been uſed to the company 
of patriarchs, I might perhaps be at a 
loſs in the decorum due to eccleſiaſtical -4 
dignity, which would ſubje& me to 4 
commit errors, the blame of whick 
would fall upon himſelf; but he would 
not liſten to my excuſes. 

Accordingly we made our entry to- 
gether into the room where the prelate 
was, whom we found very buſy at 4 
glaſs adjuſting the curles of his wig, . 
which had been ſomewhat diſordered by 
the motion of his carriage. Grapina 

made him a compliment on his ſafe ar- 
rival, and returned him thanks for the 
honor he did him in making choice of 
his houſe to alight at. Why yes, re- 
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ply'd the prelate, with an air of indiff 
rence, I did ſo becauſe I was told that 
it was the only houſe in the place fit to 
receive a perſon of my condition, and 
that you know pretty well how to re- 
ceive company.“ * Your grace has not 

- 2 deceived, reply'd I, D. Grapina ies 
_ a-perſon of ſo generous a diſpoſition that BY 
it may be ſaid, his houſe belongs leſs 19+. _ 
himſelf than to thoſe friends who do 
the pleaſure of coming to it! 
The Financier returned my civility. by. 1 EE 

i low bow: but I could obſerve that the. 1 5 © 
8 45 2 1 prince 3 
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prince of the church was not well pleaſed 
with my freedom, in mingling in the 


converſation. He ſurveyed me with an 
air of haughtineſs and contempt, which 
I anſwered by a reſolute and collected. 
countenance, * thar ſeemed to ſurpriſe 
him. 44 
In the mes Ane D: Antonio, my 
uncle, after having taken care of part of 
the equipage at his houſe, made it his 
"firſt buſineſs to pay his duty to the pa- 
triarch; accordingly he came to the houſe 
with all ſpeed, and was announced by 
the name of the Licentiate d' Aletes. 
The prelate, not being acquainted with 
him, aſked one of his grand vicars if 
this Licentiate was a gentleman. To 
which the other reply'd, „that he was 
not very much acquainted with the per- 
fon, but that our family had been in 
offefion of ſome of the moſt confider- 
able employments i in the long robe, and 
that his grace's predeceſſor had conferred 
this living upon him in return for a 
iece of ſervice he had done him in a 
law-ſuit he had had with his chapter.“ 
* Oh! very well, reply'd the holy man, 
with an air of contempt, you know I 
never ſtoop to converſe with curates, 


unleſs they are men of Too? To this is 


"4 


6 79 J | 
buſhels. Go; receive him, aten Le 
—— his church; after that is over, 133 
would have you go to thoſe impertinent 

nuns; and give them a ſevere reprimand 
from me, tell them, d'ye hear, that as 
they have given me the trouble of com- 
ing all this way, if they make me come 
to their convent they muſt expect to Pay 
me for my journey.“ 

I could hold out no longer againſt ſo 
much pride and infolence. The con- 
tempt the prelate had expreſſed for all 
prieſts, and the affront he had offered to 

our family in particular, in the perſon 
of my uncle, ſtung me to the quick: 
and looking ſteadfaſtly at him, This 
ſame Licentiate, ſaid I, my lord, whom - 
your grace is pleaſed to treat with ſuch 
contempt, is nevertheleſs a paſtor of the 
church of Chriſt, as well as your lord- 
ſhip.” . The patriarch ſeemed as much 
ſhocked at this parallel as I had been at 
his haughtineſs ; ſo true is it that an 
humble prelate is rarely to be found, 

I ſhould, perhaps, have ſuffered ſoms 
inſult from him myſelf, had it not been? 
ior the arrival of half a dozen gentle- 

men, as they called themſelves, whom! | 
Grapina had gathered together from the” 
village. They were great- over-grown” -, | 
n TOW 6 he. Ioobies- . 
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E 8 chat you would have taken 


for day i eb but for their long 


ſwords. that trailed after them upon the 
6. ground, and were every minute ready 
do trip up their heels, when they made 
their congees to the patriarch. His pre- 


lateſhip very graciouſly uncovered him- 
oy fi ER they entered, and having made 
down, began to enter into a fa- 


_ 4 thar converſation with them. I laid 
> Fhold on this opportunity to leave the 


room, and go to my uncle's, whom I 


imagined muſt have a great deal of buſi- 


neſs upon his bangs, " this ens 
Fe viſit, 


CHAP. TY: - 


1 The motive of the Pariet viſi- 

tation. His behaviour to the nuns. 
A deſcription of the ener 
dlergy. 


noſed. at ay return to my un- 


705 8 5 . cles, to have found the grand-vicar 
ill wich him. But he had finiſhed his 
viſit long before, at which I could not 


help expreſſing - ſome ſurpriſe. Why, | 


what country do you come from? ſaid 
5 * honeſt —_— do you think, 9 


— 
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1 
that we live in thoſe times, when a poor 
curate was obliged to undergo long 
winded lectures, tedious examinations 
and hard reprimands, that frequently 
ended in ſending for three or four 
months to the ſeminary ? No, no, thank 
heaven, our maſters have aboliſhed all 
theſe ſtupid cuſtoms, and apply them- 
ſelves now-a-days to things of a more 
ſerious nature. More attentive to the? 
tributes of faith, than the regularity. of 
manners among their flock, for which 
they truſt to us, they employ them-- 
ſelves wholly in ſuppreſſing all innova- 
tions in the church; and this, as I have 
lately learnt from the grand-vicar, 1 is the 
chief motive of our patriarch's viſitation 
at this time. He was in hopes to have 
put a ſtop to theſe diſorders by means 
of a new catechiſm, which he had pub- — ll 
liſhed inſtead of that uſed by his prede- 
ceſſors, but this only ſerved to increaſe 
the evil, and the work itſelf having h | 
the misfortune to be diſapproved by <1 
holy inquiſition, the innovator only 2 
laughed at it. | 
. 5 What, ſaid I, interrupting him, did 
the patriarch ridicule himſelf ?” „Who i 3 
talking about the patriarch, replied. 7 * 
Werren W of a ſet * ſolif> - 
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—_ .- matic that... we. hardly know any thing 
| about as yet, and therefore call by the 
name of the nvi/ibles, but they are a 
* dangerous ſet; I wiſh. you would ex- 
plain yourſelf, ſaid I; for my part, I 
think. _- can be no people ſo dange- 
= rous to the church, as thoſe: who take 
= upon them thus to change its catechiſms, 
= which contain the firſt elements of our 
= religion, Lord! how dull of apprehen- 
mion you are, continued Don Antonio. 
|  Itis of theſe very heretics, I tell you 
1 once again, and. not of the patriarch, 
F that I am talking. He, worthy man, is 
% an excellent prelate, . and a ſound catho-- 
lc; but all his dioceſans do not take 
after him; and we have a parcel of lit- 
ü tle rebellious, ſluts of nuns here, that 
give him: a great deal of trouble, they 
aære infected with this inviſible hereſy, 
3 404 have rejected him and his catechiſm 
E- together, and. treated him no better than 
gà4ͤ̃n innovator. Well, and what has been 
the conſequence of this think you? 
Why he has excommunicated them all, 
and ſent the moſt: refractory into baniſn- 
ment, and is reſolved to demoliſh the 
whole convent, if they any longer refuſe 
to receive. his catechiſm. — You may 
en feu ln let me tell you. 


this : 
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this affair grows very ſerious, ſince he- 
Has been at the trouble of coming hither 
in perſon; they have been hitherto deaf 
to all remonſtrances and wholeſome diſ- 
cipline, let us now ſee how they wilh 
hold out againſt his grace himſelf, let. 
us ſee if they will laugh at him as they: 
have done at his ſubſtitutes - 

If they ſhould, replied I, I fancy 

they will not be alone, for I cannot help 
thinking that it is very abſurd in our 
prelates to expoſe themſelves to the ſcorn; 
of every perſon of underſtanding, for 
making ſuch a ſtir about trifles. Do not 
theſe poor girls ſuffer. enough already 
from their perpetual impriſonment and 
the ſeverity of their vows, without being, 
tormented with ſuch ſtuff as this?? 

Why then, replied Don Antonio, 
with Aas e they not do as: 
they are ordered? Is it for an archbiſhop. 
and a patriarch to give way?” Fes, 
doubtleſs, anſwered I, if he is in. the. 
wrong, cannot he leave the poor girls to! 

their needles and their beads, and in the 
belief they have always been in? Ihe 
afraid they will ſtir up hereſies? It would 
1 very unaccountable if they 
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Here our converſation was 1 
by a ſervant of the patriarch's, who pre- 


ſented my uncle a paper from his maſter, 
Which he had no ſooner read, than the 


tioneſt man began to change his tone. 


„Oh, the extortioner, cry'd he, beſide 


himſelf with. rage,. does he know what 
he is doing, tax me at an hundred du- 


cats! Why it is more than the whole in- 


come of my.living! Does he not ſqueeze 
us enough already with his tenths? Am 
T not devoured enough with his mules. 
and his horſes, but he muſt.come him- 


ſelf to complete my ruin? An hundred 

ducats! S'death, he is worſe than Anti- 
cChriſt, he is a man- eater, to aſk an hun- 
Adred ducats of a poor country curate !” 


I was going to aſk him the cauſe of all 


this wrath, when giving me the paper, 

. read this, ſaid he, and tell me if 

- there was ever ſuch a Jew, ſuch an Arab 
in the world as this man. An hundred 


ducats for my ſhare towards defraying, 
His expences. Where is conſcience ! 
Where is religion!“ Why among the 


prelates, reply d I, at leaſt you told n ME. 
Jo juſt now.” 


Fes it is a very pretty gon, in- 


deed, replied he, theſe gentlemen. pro- 
3 „ ät conſiſts 3 in ſatisfying 


T7. . henry 
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their luxury, vanity and ambition, at 
the expence of others!“ Nay, now 
my dear uncle, faid I, you are carried 
away by your paſſion, or you would 
never ſpeak thus of thoſe worthy men, 
thoſe ſaints, who *  « Hold -your . 
tongue, nephew, ſaid he, I ſay no more 
than the trutk, nor all that, as you would 
fay, if you knew as much as I do. Do 
they not treat us like their ſlaves, they 
tax us, they eat us up, and afterwards 
they cry we do not provide enough for 
the poor. Why we muſt have moun- 
tains of gold to ſupply their extrava- 
gance, and thoſe would hardly ſuffice.” 

| Tho? anger had a great ſhare in what 


my uncle had been faying, yet I could : - I 


not help thinking that there was ſome 
truth in his remarks, from what littleT-- 

already knew of the world. I therefore 
pretended at firſt to join with him in his 

reſentment againſt the prelate, in order 
to divert myſelf a little with him, but 
afterwards remonſtrated to him that how- 
ever exorbitant the demand might ap- 
pear, yet it was in fact but a very mo- 
derate ſum. He ſeemed ſurprized at 
this, What, an hundred ducats, ne- 
phew, cry'd he, an hundred ducat: a 


. 


moderate ſum !” „ Doubtleſs, repl#*dKE 
9 8 and 
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and thus. I will prove it to you: Every 
biſhop, you: know, has not only a right, 
but is obliged by his duty, to make the 
Viſitation of his dioceſs yearly, and many 
on that account demand an annual ſum 
from you. to defray their charges, now 
there are above fifteen. years that this 
muan has not troubled. you once, there- 
fore reckon. up what it. would have coſt 
vou had he paid you a viſit yearly, and 
you. will find. you have got a 5 bar- 
- gain,” 5 A; very. pretty way of reaſon- 
= indeed! replied. Don Antonio, pray 
are we, obliged to. pay people for what 
_ they do. not doi??? That is but too 


* cuſtomary. in the church my dear uncle, 
aid I, therefore take my word for it, in- 


vou m . thin yourſelf very ha Fo that 
ED 5 to deal with fg aan. | 
Conſider, you have been your own maſ- 
ter for upwards of fifteen years, you have 
had your full ſwing of pleaſure, you have 
regaled yourſelf and your friends, in 
| ſhort, you have done whatever you 
thought fit, without this good patriarch 
having once troubled his head about 
you, and yet you think much of giving 
a little money for ſo. many years of in, 
92 e :. come, come, I know ſome of 
Jene 
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as birtinem who - would gladly give : BY: 


times the ſum to enjoy your liberty, 
a for there are ſeveral biſhops,” who, m 


order to put a ſtop to the exceſſes of the 
clergy, have laid a duty upon every gal. 


lon of wine uſed in their Houſes, I ſhall . 
only mention the biſhop of Leira for 
one.” „Oh! faid my uncle, he's 0 


worthy ſubject to beſure, and this piec 

of b zas well becomes him, 1 
ſuppaſe it is one of his tricks to get 
money. However it is not quite ſo: bad. 
as many others he has put in practice 
upon thoſe concerned with, him, witneſs: 
his late treatment of Don Lopez de Silva. 
T mult tell you that ſtory, beeauſe ĩt is a 


very extraordinary one in its kind, and 
may ſerve to ſhew you that you muſt 


not always judge of the honeſty of theſe 


gentry by cheir e of VOOR. ms | 


Ep 
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The ſtory of Don Lopez de Slaa. 


means 


ON. os, de Silva- having loſt 
LF his parents very young, 1 
the hands of a guardian, who, according 
* > rhe. Silken af all countries, wund 
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'1 D means to embezzle the greateſt part of 
what had been left him: he might pro- 
bably have comforted - himſelf for this 
loſs, "had care been taken to give him 
= an education ſuitable to his birth, and 
—tthat might have made mends for 
the want of fortune; but the avarice 
of his guardian he was deprived of this 
_ likewiſe; fo that at his entrance into the 
3 world he found himſelf deſtitute both of 
| wealth. and means. In this unhappy 
Fo fituation there remained but. two ways 
for him to chuſe, the army or the church. 
He made choice of the latter, as the moſt 
ſuitable to his circumſtances, and in or- 
der to qualify himſelf for it, put himſelf 
under a doctor of Coimbra, named Don 
Alvar, who finding him a young perſon 
of an apt diſpoſition, taught him as much 
Latin as was neceſſary to underſtand his 
Breviary, after which got him ordained, 
+ and very charitably preſented him with 
a purſe of fifty ducats to help ſupport 
him till he could procure him ſome lit 
tile living. | 
Don > ie albeit of waiting with 
| patience. for preferment, of which he 
could hardly have miſſed, as his patron 
was an intimate friend of the biſhop: of 
"FO , reſolved to owe * . Tor- 
tune 
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tune wholl * to himſelf, and, quitting 
his benefacta; made the beſt of his way 


of livings in his gift, and was not very 


for the firſt that apply d might have the 
preſentation for a ſmall gratuity, You 


he got by this holy traffic to the ſupport 


whom his reverence honoured with . 


Our young prieſt, not thinking kim- 
elf to have ſufficient merit to be provi- 


ſufficient recommendation in his purſe 
to him of Leira. Full of theſe hopes he 
arrived in that city, but miſſing of his 
lordſhip, who was then at Liſbon, hav- 


might have a cloſer eye upon his con- 


was told, that his lordſhip was attending 
Ge: court 1 ſome affairs relating to 


for Leira. *He- had been told that the 
biſhop of that city had a great number 


ſcrupleous i in the perſons he nominated, 
muſt underſtand that the good biſhop 
did not do this out of a principle of ava- - 


rice, for he appropriated all the money 


of a pretty wench called Donna Valeria, 


ded for fo ſpeedily: by the biſhop of 
Coimbra, imagined he ſhould find a _ 


ing been ſent for up to court, that they 
duct. Don Lopez having applied to 


one of his ſecretaries, who ſerved ' him 
at the ſame time m quality of broker: 


his 
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as dioceſs; and Fg as his buſineſs wax. 
of ſuch à nature as to require ſpeaking 
With him, it would be his beſt way to 
follow him thither, aſſuring him at "the 
ſame time that he would have no reaſon 
to repent: of his journey. He accor- 
dingly ſet out with a letter of recom- 
mendation to the biſhop, or more pro- 
perly ſpeaking, a letter of inſtruction to 
his lordſhip, how to make the moſt of 
what fortune had thrown in his way. 

As ſoon as Don Lopez got to Liſpon, 
be immediately went to pay his reſpecte 
10 the prelate, whom he found in holy 
retirement among the brothers of the 
Propagation. Never was appearance more 
deceitful than his, his downcaſt eyes, his 
humble deportment, his edifying dis- 
courſe, and his whole behaviour in gene- 
ral, might have made him be taken for 
one of the beſt men that had for a long 
time adorned the miniſtry. At leaſt ſuch 
was the idea that Don Lopez formed of 
him, when he preſented him with the 
letter he brought from his ſec 

When the prelate had read i it he em. 
braced Don Lopez, and began to return 


thanks to heaven for having ſent him a 


perſon ſo worthy to fill a place in A 


A * Son. ſaid he, ic w * X 
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and having acquainted him with what 
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the hand of providence that condudted 


you hither, you could not hive come in 


2 better time, for I have juſt received a 


letter, informing me, that one of the beſt 


| livings T have in my gift is 1 | 
1 


The laft incumbent was a pious, and 
worthy man, and I think I cannot give 
kim a better fucceſſor than yourfaif ; 
may you live long to enjoy it, and ac- 


quit yourſelf as uprightly in it as he has 


Sa 
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done. You have nothing to do but find 


out my ſecretary, and tell him from me 
to fill up the neceſſary form in your 
name. You will excuſe me from leav- 


ing you at prefent, I hear the Roſary 


bell ring, and I muft go to prayers with 
our reverend father.“ | 

Don Lopez enchanted with the affable 
behaviour and deceitful kindneſs. of the 
hypocritical biſhop, did not know what to 


think of the ſtories that had been told 
him to his difadvantage, and was ready 


to impute it all to envy and calumny. 


So good a man, ſaid he to himſelf, can- 
not eſcape the malice of evil tongues 


Ah, what a villainous world is this“ 


Theſe reflections occupy'd him till he 
got to the ſecretary's, whom the 'bilkop 
had taken care to prepare by a note; 


the 
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of the dioceſs, and the great number of 


ſaid, to retire into a monaſtery, in order 


>>. as g a heme for ſupplying their wants, 


And therefore requeſted him to be fo 


- * 
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the biſhop-had done for him, this faith- 
ful front immediately ſet about mak- 
ing out the forms, which he- ſoon diſ. 
patched. Our young curate was no leſs 
charmed with the- diſintereſted manner 
of behaviour in the ſecretary, than he 
had been with that of his maſter, and 
began to congratulate himſelf on the 
ſucceſs of his journey; the buſineſs be- 
ing, as. he- thought, entirely done, but 
when they came to ſign and ſeal, the ſe- 
cretary. began a very pathetic diſcourſe 
upon charity, magnifying the neceſſities 


r it had to maintain, which had 
obliged the good prelate himſelf, he 


to fave where withal to ſupport them; he 
then launched out into a pompous pane- 
yric on the biſhop's virtues, and his 
Boe for the poor, which was ſo great, 
he ſaid, that it had put him upon inven- 


_ of, making thoſe who were preſented to 
* hvings contribute towards a charitable 
fund out of the income of their livings. 


god to count out a thouſand ducats 
while he carried the grants to be 


1 
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a Don Lopez, who till then had been 
greatly edified by his diſcourſe, began to 


exclaim violently againſt ſo exorbitant an 
impoſition. © Bleſs me ! ſaid the ſecre- 
tary, mighty calmly, what do you com- 


plain of? Why it is not more than the 


amount of the two firſt years income, 


do you think that too much for thecer- 


tainty of ſo conſiderable a proviſion for 
life; where will you find ſuch another bar- 
gain? Here you are made eaſy for the re- 


mainder of your days, and you heſitate at 


giving a little towards the ſupport of the 


poor; perhaps not the thirtieth part of 


your income, for thank heaven you ſeem 


likely to enjoy your living for half a cen- 


tury at leaſt.” _ 


II never ſuppoſed, replied Don Lo- 


pez, to have had this grant for nothing, 
[ was ſufficiently informed of that before 
hand, but is it reaſonable that his lord- 
ſhip, in order to provide for the poor, 
ſhould reduce me to a ſtate of poverty 


myſelf, as he ſeems willing to do by re- 


quiring a thouſand ducats of me; a 
thouſand ducats ! I neither have fuch 4 


lum, nor ever had; and —— © Why 
then prythee friend, faid the ſeeretaryy- 
interrupting him haſtily, why did you. 
come here in ſearch of livings? Did 
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you not know that they are given only 
to the rich, as being the beſt able to pay 
for them. If this is the caſe I am afraid 
vou will find yourſelf ſupplanted by a 
young court abbot, with whom TI laid a 
wager the other day of three thouſand 
ducats, that he would have a living be- 
fore he was three months older, and 1 
am certain that ſo great is the love our 
good biſhop bears the poor, that was he 
to hear af this wager, he would inſtantly 
withdraw his grant and confer it on that 
man, but 1 — ſuch mean artifices and 
leave them to be practiſed by a king's 
— or the valet de Chaimbye: of a 
ime miniſter.” 

This ſpeech of the ſecretary 8 had the 
deſited effect on Don Lopez. The fear 
of ſeeing himſelf ſupplanted: i in fo con- 

ſiderable a living, of which he had 
thought himſelf abſolutely fure, made 
him ready to comply with ever thing. 
But one circumſtance embarraſſed _ 
_ = „which was, his not being maſter 
Few X 22 one half of the ſum, and that 
| * the was not ſure whither the ſecretary | 
would wait a while for the reſt. How- 
5 erer he made his caſe known to him, 
but the honeſt go. between would not 

; to any ng under t poet 
My 


bon, which he at length E ao 


factor Don Alvar of his lucky promo 


to give himſelf no farther trouble on this 
latter head, as it had pleaſed providerice 


for the kind promiſes he had made Him, 


glad, replied the biſhop, to hear fuck 
muſt be greatly changed; to give away 


bidder.” It may be fo; my lH, re, 
wont 


Li beſtowed on Don 3 belongs to 
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fun, till he offered him notes on ſome 
of the moſt conſiderable bankers in Lif- 


py” 
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— 


71 I. 
5 2 Ip 2 
I 


made him out his grant. of 
Our new incumbear' had now ho 
more at heart than to acquaint his Bene. 


tion, and accordingly wrote him à letter 
of thanks for all his care and friendſhip, 

and the kind endeavours he had uſed to 
procure him advancement, deſiring him 


to provide for him already in an hand- 
ſome manner. The good doctor upon 
the receipt of this letter, waited on the 
biſhop of Coimbra to return him thanks 


in behalf of Don Lopes, horn he nad 
recommended to him. I am very 


good news, certainly the biſtiop of Leira 
livings for nothing, ffics it has been his 


conſtant practice for above thefe fifteen 2 


years to o diſpoſe of them only to the ll 


plied Don Alvar, all that I know 
the matter is, chat the Priory he has juſt 


the 


N 
bbey of St. Victor, of which his 


the a 
lordſhip is abbot.” 
Nay, if that is the ans; pied che 
biſhop, I am afraid poor Don Lopez will 


ſtand in need of my protection yet, for 


you muſt know that the court has nomi- 
nated the biſhop of Leira to that abbey 


| (the revenues of which are under ſequeſ- 
tration) only to ſecure a payment for his 


creditors, and farthermore has deſired 
the pope not to grant him any bulls, to 
puniſh him for the ſimonies he has al- 


| ready been guilty of, and to prevent him 


from eins any more for the fu- 
ture. Lou ſee by this that the nomina- 


2 tion to livings, dependant on that abbey, 


; r 


does not lie in the biſnop of Leira, but 
in the monks, and conſequently that the 
grant he has made to Don Lopez muſt 
be abſolutely void. However, as you 
intereſt yourſelf in this affair, I ſhall im- 
mediately write to Liſbon to have it 
cleared up, I have ſome friends there 


Who will take a pleaſure in informing 
themſelves of n. E relating to 


» this living.“ 
"© In the mean time, Don Lopez, after 


g left his ducats behind him at 
"io returned to Coimbra with his 
n od —— of r 1 


8 * 


= . A: RO. 
val waited upon his friend the doctor, to 
whom he cauſed himſelf to be introduced 
under the title of the prior of Caballos. 
Don Alvar complimented him on his 
new dignity, and after having regaled | 
him in an elegant manner, took him 
with him to the biſhop, to whom he hae 
firſt recommended him. The converſa- 
tion turned upon the biſhop of Leira, 
whom Don Lopez extolled to the ſkies; 
« I am very glad, ſaid the biſhop. of 
Coimbra, to hear you thus praiſe your 
benefactor, it is a ſign of a generous 
and grateful heart: but ſeignor Don Lo- 
pez, you are not ſo very much obliged 
to this prelate as you ſeem to imagine, 
for I have juſt been informed, that the 
living to which he has nominated you is 
not vacant, the incumbent being a youn 
man who is {till alive, and in perfec 
good health.“ „ 

A thunderbolt would not have had a 
greater effect on Don Lopez, than this 
ſpeech of the biſhop's. The ſhame and 
indignation at ſeeing himſelf the dupe of | 
a man who had fo impoſed upon him by 

his hypocriſy, deprived him a while of 
ſpeech, and almoſt of ſenſe. © The good 
biſhop, perceiving his confuſion, began 
to ſuſpect that his brother of Leira had 
„ K 3 played 


: TT. 
lanes him ſome worſe trick, and in or- 
der to recover him from his deſection 

EC: promiſed to aſſiſt him with all his in- 
| tereſt. Take courage, Don Lopez, 

. ſaid he, with an air and tone that had 

nothing of hypocriſy in it, you have a 
generous protector in Don Alvar, I ſhall 
Pay a proper regard to his recommenda- 
tion, and you may depend on the firſt 
good living that falls within my gift.“ 
Theſe obliging aſſurances ſomewhat re- 
covered our licentiate from his perplex- 
ity. He returned the biſhop. a thouſand 
thanks for his goodneſs, and the conver- 
ſation was turn'd on a different topic, to 
put diſagreeable reflections out of his 
head. When they had taken their leaves 
of the biſnop, he began to relate the 
whole of his adventure 0 Don Alvar, 
begging his advice how to act in the caſe. 
« Why you can do nothing at all, reply'd 
_ the prudent doctor; when once a biſhop 
bas throm off the maſk, as this has 
L done, it is a folly. for private perſons to 
A think of bringing him back to his duty. 
Tou have acted a fool's part in-pretend- 
ing to buy a living, and the biſhop of 
"Eeirathas made you ſmart for it, by ſell- 
ang 21 one that did not E. to You | 
ou 
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You have: met with no more than what 
| you deſerve.” eis 6 826 * 5 N 
„That may be, replied Don Lopez, 
I might be a fool perhaps, but he is not 
leſs a knave for making me pay ſo dear 
for my folly.” © Would to heaven, 
ſaid the doctor, with a ſigh, he was the 
only one! Believe me Don Lopez, add- 
ed he, the beſt and only method you 
can take, is to recall your notes if it is not 
already too late, for as to your money, 
you muſt never expect to ſee that again. 
Profit by this accident, and be more up- 
on your guard for the future againſt ap- 
pearances. That I ſhall, replied 
Lopez, tho' it was the pope himſelf? 
« You will act very wiſely in ſo daing, 
ſaid Don Alvar, for he is a man as well 


as others.” _ 


CHAP. VI. 


A ſtratagem of the Licentiate'sto avoid 
paying the tax impoſed. on him |} 
A convent-viſitation. What paſſed _ 

there. 18 1 


: "Ow | T6 * * 
_fF\HISftoryof D. Lopez was followed 
I by ſeveral others much in the ſame 
taſte, which my uncle took great pleaſure 
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in relating to me, ſo heavily did the pa- 
triarchal tax lye at his ſtomach. Finding 
him in fuch a grievous taking I offered 
to return to the manor-houſe and endea- 
vour to procure ſome abatement in the 
ſum. That is a good thought enough, 
ſaid my uncle, but I have juſt hit upon 
a better; 1 will ſend his lordſhip as a 
ballance to the account he has been pleaſ. 
— to favour me with, another of the 
expence I have been at in providing for 
| his mules and horſes. and we ſhall ſee 
which of us two can beſt ſwell his ar- 
ticles.” Rane 
I had complaiſance enough to appear 
. phraſed.» with his project, which he direct- 
Iy put in execution; but, good hea- 
vens |. what a ſcene of exaction was here 
1 know not whether it proceeded from 
revenge or avarice, but every ſingle truſs 
of ſtraw in my uncle's account ſtood the 
biſhop in at leaſt twelve eruſades. In 
ſhort the honeſt Licentiate had ſo well 
managed his calculations in the feveral 
articles, that on the ballance he brought 
his lordſhip in debt to him a of 
* twenty ducats. 
ho, With this curious account I ſet ofit 

for the manor-houſe, where J arrived 
about four o'clock. The patriarch. me 0 


r 
had been at table ever ſince. noon was 
not yet ariſen, but was regaling himſelf 
with —— bottle of greek wine, and 
would not have quitted this occupa- 
tion but an account of the viſit which he 
was to pay to the nuns of the convent, 
which my uncle Don Antonio had been 
telling me of. Deſirous of being a wit- 
neſs. to what paſſed, I accompanied 
him thither; at firſt I was refuſed en- 
trance, it being the prelate's orders that - 
no one ſhould be admitted; but having 
mingled among his officers, I overcame 
that obſtacle and gained admiſſion. ' 
As he had ſent word to the commu- 
nity to be ready againſt his arrival, we 
found all the nuns aſſembled in the par- 
lour to receive him at his entrance. But 
it is hardly poſlible to deſcribe the ſur- 
prize they ſhewed at the ſight of the re- 
verend patriarch. The poor girls, who 
had formed ſuch an idea of him in their 
owns minds, as we are wont to do of _ 
things we have heard much talk about 
and never ſeen, were aſtoniſned when 
they beheld his diminutive and groteſque 
figure. Some tittered under their veils, 
others turned away their faces, not dar- 2 
ing to-look at him, and kept their | 
fixed on the ground, not ſo much chro 
2 K 5 1 
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| £ > ICON as the fear of laughing in his 


face; others again wholly unable to con- 
tain themſelves, ran away the inſtant he 
made his appearance. 
This ſcene was not more diverting to 
me, than it was mortifying to the par- 
triarch. He flew into a violent rage 
againſt the poor girls whom he declared to 
. — all heritics, that had no reſpect for the 
＋ pics dignity; he ordered thoſe to be 
| fone or back who had retired, and 
threatened with excommunication any 
one who ſhould have the inſolence to 
laugh again; after this he read them a 


5 long lecture on the dignity of the epiſ- 


copal function, and laboured greatly to 
prove that biſhops were the immediate 
ſuceeſſors of the apoſtles. I ſhould have 
been better pleaſed had he proved them 
to be as ſtrict imitators of them like- 
wiſe, but this was rather too knotty 
2 point, and liable to too OP" contra- 
ditions. het 
After he ended his unge e gan 
to fall foul again of his audience, whom 
he ſaid had given him great reaſon to be 
diſpleaſed with them, he accuſed the 
prioreſs with permitting her nuns to read 
bad books. They read your grace SIE 
Ou? the PRO with TO reſpect, and 


Ea: 


T never fuppoſed that that would be im- 
uted as a crime to them; oh, as to mine, 
aid the prelate, very modeſtly, they cannot 
read better, they are the very quinteſcence 
of, religion and morality, my writings are 
fuch as you have ſcarcely met with the 
equal of hitherto, nor perhaps ever may 
again. If you had never read no other, 
you would not have been ſo rebellious as 
you are, I teach nothing but implicit 
obedience and nonreſiſtance. Your grace's 
obſervation is juſt, anſwered the prioreſs, 
accordingly we pay the ſtricteſt obſer- 
vance to the rules of which your illuſtri- 
ous predeceſſors have laid down for us 
from time immemorial. My predeceſ- 
ſors replied the patriarch might act as they 
pleaſed while they were alive, I ſhalt 
teach what I think proper; and we, my 
lord, rejoined. the prioreſs, ſhall believe 
what we think proper, there is the ſame 
hberty for both parties, it is a right that 
every one has a claim to in matters of 
novelty. What, replied the patriarch: 
Raſtily, you look upon me then as an in- 
novator? Your grace, anſwered: the pri- 
dreſs, has juſt been pleaſed” to tell us 
that you. would teach what you thought 
proper; we have been always accuſ- 
tamed. to look upom the principles of re- 
2 i | ligion 
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li gion as fixed and not matters of fan- 
cy, and therefore think it our duty to 
guard againſt all ſuch who know no 
other rules than their own whims. Ha 
ha] replied the patriarch, you take the 
teacher upon you I think, pray how long 
have women. ſet up for being biſhops? 
Ever ſince biſhops, my lord, anſweredthe 
9 have become women. 
Theſe ſpirited and pertinent anſwers 
gauſed the biſhop to ſuch a degree, that 
he could hardly keep bis temper, and 
ſeemed far from being ſatisfied with his 
viſit, and to puniſh the nuns for their 
ſuppoſed hereſy, he refuſed them his pa- 
triarchal bleſſing, telling them moreover, 
that they would incur as many excom- 
munications as they - ſhould read bad 
books. Nevertheleſs his anger was not 
© fo violent as to prevent him om taking 
part of a magnificent collection which 
was ſerved up to him, in which he found 
the wine to be truly catholic. Thus 
ended the patriarch's viſitation; and he 
returned to the manor-houſe, where a. 
woarm room and a large fire were pre- 
Pared to refreſſi him after his evangelical 
fatigues. 1 74 
T laid hold on this opportunity to ſee 
the * officer relating to the Suey: 
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1 came about, and preſented him with 

the account which my uncle had ſent by 
me, at which he exclaim'd as violently as 
the honeſt Licentiate had done the day 
before at the patriarch's demand. Tho” 
in truth he had only ſerved him in his 
own coin. All that I could get from the 
officer at this time was, that he would 
ſpeak to the patriarch about it, but .we 
heard no more from him; for the next 
day he ſet out on his viſitation to the 
neighbouring towns and convents, where 
I ſuppoſed he reaped as little ſatisfaction 
as he had done with us.. „„ 


2 GE ARE 
Country miſſionaries. Ranucio fol- 
lows them. His encounter by the 
TA... -: | „ 
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OM E days paſt without our ſeeing 
any company, which did not a little 
furpriſe me, as Don Antonio's houſe was 
the general rendeſvous of the holy brother- 
hood. Upon aſking him the reaſon of 
our being thus ſolitary, he informed me 
that they were all taken up in collecting 
their tithes : but that we ſhould not be 
long without ſeeing them again. I was 


*. 
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beginning. to be heartily tired of our ſo. 
litude, when - providence ſent us four 


monks who came to ſet up at the parſo- 


nage-houſe for a night. Don Antonio, 
who thought he ſhould be quit of them 
for a mghr's lodging, gave them fo hearty 
a welcome, that when bed time came, it 
was with fome difficulty they could find 
the way to their apartment. T forgave 
them this little piece of intemperance, 
in conſideration, of the amuſement it 
afforded me. *Tis certainly a curious fight 
to fee a monk half ſeas over! J was in 
hopes they would have given us the fame 
entertainment .the next day, but they 
were very ſober and modeſt, which ſur- 
priſed me not a little, however my won- 
der ſoon ceaſed upon hearing them tell 


my uncle that they were ſent by the pa- 


triarch on a miſſion into his pariſh, that 
is to ſay, replied my uncle briſkly, that 
you are come to live at free quarters here 
for a fortnight, in order to eat me out of 
houſe and home. Bur I muſt tell you: 


that I am the patriarch's moſt humble 


ſervant and yours, and that I think it is 
enough that he has made me keep his 


_ » horfes while he was here, without ſending 
me a ſet of aſſes to maintain like wiſe. 
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This frank ſpeech of Don Antonio's, 
and the arch manner with which he ac- 
companied, it gave me great pleaſure, 
and no leſs mortification to the 
monks. It may be imagined they did 
not make a very long ſtay after ſuch a 
declaration- Accordingly they ſet out 
immediately after dinner, ſhaking the 
duſt off their feet in the manner of the 
apoſtles, and beſtowing a thouſand male 
dictions on the curate and his pariſh who 
only laughed at them for their pains, and 
took the road to Maſſilia, which was but 
2 days journey diſtant, where they hoped: 
to meet with a much better reception; 
and not without very juſt reaſon, for the 
curate of that place had been one of 
their own order, and retained no more 
of his primitive ſtate than a great ſhare 
of ignorance and a blind attachment to 


all of his fraternity. _ 1 
Don Antonio could not have mortifi- 
ed me more ſenfibly than in ſending the 
monks away as he did, conſidering how: 
deſtitute we were of all company, and! 
could not forbear complaining to him of 
it: why, I thought, faid he, that I ſhould 
do you a pleaſure in it, but fince J have 
been miſtaken, there is yet one way left 
to 1 my error. Theſe ſathers are 
* 1 ts | going” 
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going no farther than Maſſilia, Where 
goin 25 will infallibly det 10. 
ſome time; it is that fooliſh fellow that 
you ſaw here a few days ago, who was ſo 
warm in the intereſts of prince Albanius's 
ſon as. to fall to fiſty cuffs about him, 
He is an intimate acquaintance of mine, 
and if you have a deſire to ſee the miſſi- 
on you may be aſſured of an hearty wel- 
come at his houſe. You will likewiſe 
have an opportunity of ſeeing your aunt 
Donna Victoria who lives thereabouts, and 
who will, I am perſuaded, be very glad to 
Tee you. Perhaps too I myſelf may pay 
you a viſit there in a little time. 
Ihe earneſt deſire I had tg follow the 
-miſſionaries would not permit to. heſitate 
long in accepting this offer, afid as I was 
eager to be gone, Lſet out the next day, 
taking with me my uncle's man Ambroſe 
to ſerve me as a guide. As I did not 
ſtay to breakfaſt be ore I began my jour- 
ney, I ſtopped about eleven o'clock at a 
little village on the road in hopes of get- 
ting ſome refreſhment, but as there was 
no ſuch thing as an inn to be found in 
the place, we were obliged. to-puſh on to 
Atourega, where we did not arrive till be, 
| tween two and three o'clock i in the er 


noon. 7 
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My firſt care was to go into the kit- 
chen to enquire what we could have to 
eat. Nothing, replied the landlord, I 
was greatly ſhocked at ſuch an anſwer, 
eſpecially as I ſaw at the ſame time vic- 
tuals upon the ſpit. And pray, ſaid T, 
who is this for? for two gentlemen, ſaid 
he, that are waiting for their dinners. 
T ſhould have probably been ſatisfied 
with this anſwer, had not neceſſity, which 
is the mother of invention, inſpired me 
with a lucky thought, which was to de- 
ſire the two gentlemen to admit me to 
partake with them, and ordered the 
landlord to ſhew me into the room 
where they were, my preſence ſeemed to 
throw the two travellers into ſome con- 
fuſion and I felt myſelf ſtruck in an un- 
accountable manner at the ſight of them. 
One appeared to be a man of about fifty, 
and the other near twenty. The ſur- 
prizing beauty of the latter made fo 
forcible an impreſſion on me, that 1 
almoſt forgot the occaſion of my 
coming amongſt them. The old gen- 
tleman, who probably ſaw with ſome un- 
calineſs the great notice I took of his 
companion, rouſed me, by aſking what 1 
would pleaſe to have with them. But 
how-great was my aſtoniſhment when I 
A e e 
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5 knew: him by his voice to be the monk 

Pancracio. lercy on us! my veners- 
ble father, cried I, is it you I ſee in this 

diſguiſe ? 'Paneracio, who was-doubtlejs 
deſirous to keep himſelf concealed, pre- 
tended not to know me, and gave me to 
underſtand, that he ſuppoſed I miſtook 
him for another perſon, no, no, ſaid I,! 
am not miſtaken good ſeignor Paneracio, 

we have ſeen one another a little too 
nearly to be miſtaken, however you have 
nothing to fear either from my curioſiiy 

or my indiſcretion, the diſguiſe I now ke 

vou in, gives me to ſuppoſe that you are 

upon ſome ſcheme and I am not ſo im- 

prudent to deſire to know what you have 

an inclination to conceal. All that! 
have to requeſt of you is, that you vil 
= * enough Ld admit me to you 
The confiifion ir in which I fa the two 
cavaliers, confirmed me in my ſuſpicion 
that the monk had met with ſome ad- 

venture ſince I had left Liſbon, I was 

nettled to the quick at their ſilence which 

1 took: for a refuſal to my requeſt, and 


turning to the monk I reproached him in 


the ſevereſt terms for his hard U-nar 


ture, declaring that I would be revenged 
On him by EIN: it my firſt 25 
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my return home, to put à ſtop to the 
numerous alms that our ak beſtowed 
on his convent. - _. 
Hold ſeignor Waniicla replyed: hs: 
ſtopping me as I was going to fling out 
of the room, you are inraged, and not 
without reaſon, but forgive this ſeeming 
rudeneſs in me, and impute it wholly to 
the ſurpriſe occaſioned by the unexpected 
meeting with you in this place. The 
diſguiſe in which you ſee this gentleman 
| and myſelf, may convince you that we 
defire to be concealed from all the world. 
But fince-it has pled fotun N 
ſhould be diſcovered, wg 
teem ourſelves happy to have fallen into 
the hands of a man of honour, and one 
who has always expreſſed a compaſſion. 
for that ſtate of life, from which we are 
now eſcaped. Yes, charming Conſtan- 
tia, continued the monk, addreſſing 
himſelf to the young gentleman, vou 
ſee in this young cavalier a perſon of the 
greateſt honor perhaps this day in Por- 
tugal; a perſon who fo far from divulging 
Our adventute, will be the firſt ! ta con- 
ceal it and heartily compafffönate both 
the one and the other.“ | 

It would be difficult to expreſs ny 
Maniſhrnent. at * the | 
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who was with Pancracio, to be 2 
nun. Her exceſſive beauty had made z 
ſtrong impreſſion on me at firſt ſight, 
and I could not help thinking that it 
muſt be a perſon of more than common 
_ ſtamp; but it did not once enter into 
my imagination that ſhe had worn a 
coif. But if I was ſurpriſed at the od- 
dirty of this adventure, Pancracio was 


"TY, much more ſo at the manner in which ſhe 


zered him. What then, baſe im- 
tor, ſaid ſhe, giving him a look full of 
ang. indignation, are you not the 
made de believe you was, 
the marquis Bellicera, uncle to Don 
Henriquez! O heavens! is it poſſible 
you ſhould have dared to make uſe of 
that reſpectable name to ſeduce me to 
take ſuch a ſtep as this?“ “ Forgive, 
faireſt creature, replied Pancracio, the 
artifice which love obliged me to make 
uſe of: that love which yourſelf inſpired, 
and which would not permit me to ſee 
you in a condition that violence and del- 
pair firſt drove you to embrace, and in 
which you paſſed your life in bitterneſs 
and ſorrow, without uſing every means 
in my power for your deliverance.” 


Traitor , replied Conſtantia, haſt 


thou the inſolence to remain in my pre- 


ſence 
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ſence after this avowal of thy crime! is 


it not enough that thou haſt prevailed on 
me by the baſeſt of all deceits to aban- 


don the retreat whither my misfortunes 
had driven me, but thou muſt add this 


new injury, and affront me with the de- 


claration of a paſſion as infamous as it is 
deteſtable ? Credulous fool that I was, I 


thought thy only motives had been 
pity and compaſſion, and the deſire of 
, uniting me once more to the dear obj 5 


of all my wiſhes. Alas! I find now 


that thou waſt acting only for thy 


wretched ſelf. Alas! unhappy creature 


that I am, what had I to expect from a 


villain who makes his. ſport alike of hea- 
ven and of man?? | 3 5 

She accompanied theſe laſt words with 
a flood of tears, while Pancracio made 
uſe of every tender argument he could 
think of to calm her rage. I was ſo 
ſhocked at this ſcene, and ſo ſcandalized 
at ſuch a proceeding in a man of his pro- 
feſſon that I was on the point of leaving 
the room and continuing my journey, 
when reflecting that the monk, whoſe 
brutal paſſion ſparkled in his eyes might 
poſſibly proceed to greater extremes, I 
reſolved to ſtay and protect the unhappy 


lady 
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ly repeated amidſt her tears and ſobbings, 
excited my curioſity, and made me de- 
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lady tors hid inſults, and if potlible, deli. 
ver hex out of lis hands. 

I was ruminating on this deſign when 
dinner was brought in. I immediately 
fate down to table and preſſed the two 
falſe cavaliers to do the ſame, but one 
was ſo full of grief and the other ſo talen 
up with his paſſion, that they could 
not liſten to me. As for me who kney 
nothing more grievous at that time than 
— Ifell to, till ſuch time as it ſnould 
pleaſe them to keep me company. If 
J was greatly diverted with the ridiculous 
languiſhments and ſiglis of the enamour- 
ed monk, I was no leſs afflicted with the 
grief and defpair in which I beheld the 
was a fair one. Imagine to yourſelf, 

a young creature, extremely beautiful, 
Who finds herſelf in the hands of an old 
treacherous monk, without knowing 
what will become of her. Such was the 
. ſituation of the fair Conſtantia, which 
would doubtleſs have been conſiderably 
worſe but for our lucky meeting. The 
name of Henriquez which ſhe frequent- 
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fire. to be informed what ooprreftiong 
ſhe had with. that gentleman. 


45 Ae, [ 


* 


. 
c WER TEST 


. n SF >: 4 & N 1 
D . 9 
» 9 3 FE N 
« 5 


9 


1 
Alas! ſir, ſaid ſhe, tis to lum that I 
owe all my misforrunes, he was the firſt 
and the only author of them. — But 
was that gentleman known to you fir ?” 
continued ſhe. ' I rephed, © that I had 
ſome. time ago been intimately connected 
with'a gentleman whoſe name was Don 
Henriquez de Bellicera, who had ſud- 
denly diſappeared from Liſbon, and had. 
not been yet heard of.” It is the ſame ſir; 
replied Conſtantia, and you ſee before 
you the perſon for the love of hom he 
was obliged to fly his country; fince you 
have been friends ſir, let me intreat you 
for the ſake of that friendſhip, to pro- 
tect an —y woman, for whoſe ſake he 
would not heſitate to hazard his own life.” 
It would be the laſt degree of injuſtice, 


queſt, But oblige me ſo far as to inform 
me, what ſhare he had in your misfor- 
tunes, and how they were brought about. 


@ do not aſk this out of an idle curioſity, 


but the knowledge of it will be abfo- 
lutely neceſſary to direct me in the man- 
ner in which Tam to ſerve you, Conſtan- 
tia made ſome difficulty at firſt to com- 
ply with my requeſt, but the need ſhe 


lad of my aſfiftance, getting the better 
of her ſelf love, ſhe related to me at large 


I 


the 
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Hiſtory of her life, as the reader will 


723 in 2 ION chapter, 
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The ſtory of walken « and Don 
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ON Manuel de Montoya my * 
having quitted the army retired with 


5 a brother to one of his eſtates in order to 


-. retrieve his affairs, which had been great- 
ly diſordered during the war: tho I was 
. 922 but a child, I felt a ſenſible uneaſi- 
neſs at this kind of diſgrace as it ap- 
peared to me, but what gave me til 
more concern, was the evident partiality 
my parents ſhewed in favour of Don 
Alphonſo brother. He received all 
Es marks of their favour and indulgence, 
while I was looked upon only as. an ob- 
ſtacle to the fortune of this darling on, 
and in hopes that I might one day re- 
move it of my on accord, thęy left 
behind them in the convent of St. Salva. 
dor in Liſbon, flattering themſelves that 
by being deprived of the pleaſures of 
the world, and the company 71 my fa 
£7 ous and . and 49 Sale. Bs 
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nuns to converſe with, I ſhould by de- 


grees take a liking to their life and put 


on the veil. Accordingly they ſuffered 
me to remain there for ten years, at the 
expiration of which time they made their 


＋ 


appearance again in Liſbon, and in a 


more brilliant manner than ever. 
They did not affect this grandeur ſo 


much to indulge any pride of their 


own, as for the ſake of their fon Alphon- 
ſo, for whom they hoped by this means 


to procure one of the beſt alliances in 


the kingdom, and to make this ſtill : 


more ſure, they induſtriouſly ſpread a- 


broad a report that I was going to re- 
nounce the world and embrace a monaſ- 
tic life. In private there were no endea- 
vours omitted that they thought moſt 


likely to perſuade me to their lure; ca- 
reſſes, ſollicitations from the nuns, and 
my own relations, preſents, frequent vi- 
ſits and remonſtrances on the happineſs 
and delights of a religious life, were all 
made uſe of, and my brother was not 
a little aſſiduous in labouring to per- 


ſuade me that I was born for ſuch a life, 


and that it would ſuit me the beſt of 
any, but unhappily his endeavours pro- 
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duced the very contrary effect to what e 
V intended. e 
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. . 
One day that he came to pay me a 


viſit and give me his cuſtomary exhorta- 


tions, he brought with him Don Hen- 


riquez de Bellacina, with whom he then 


lived in the moſt friendly intimacy. This 


young gentleman took a liking to me 


at firſt Gght; and I, on my fide, felt 
fomething for him that J had never ex- 
perienced before. As he was your friend, 


I need not detain you with a deſcription 

of his perſon and manners, nor of the 
thouſand tender arts he was maſter of 
- to conquer a virgin's heart“ Mine, alas! 
could not hold out againſt them, but 
yielded itſelf a willing conqueſt to the 
amiable qualities eh 


e youthful Hen- 
riquez. I gave myſelf up without re- 
ſerve to my growing fondneſs, and took 
a greater diſlike than ever to a religious 


life, and the arguments made uſe of to 


perſuade me to embrace it. 
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Ii took ſuch care to conceal the impreſſion 
khat this young gentleman had made on 
my heart, that it was not in the leaſt 


perceived by any one of my own family 


or in the monaſtery. Even my brother 


Was ſo little ſuſpicious of any thing of 


- that nature, that he brought him with 
cim almoſt every time he viſited me, 
but Don Henriquez was ſo. impatient to 
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_ diſcover his ſentiments to me, that in a 
little time he took the liberty of coming 
What made him more haſty to take 
this ſtep, was a pretty ſmart converſation 
which paſſed. one day in his preſence, 
between my brother and myſelf on the 
old ſubject, in which he told me that my 
parents were taking the proper meaſures 
to oblige me to put on the veil. Alarm- 4 
ed at this, my lover reſolved to ſeize tage 
firſt opportunity of declaring, his ſenti- 
ments to me, and make me an offer 
of his ſervices. Accordingly the very 
next day, he came by himſelf to viſit 
me; he no ſooner ſaw me, than ad- 
dreſſing me with. a deep ligh, Well, 
madam, ſaid he, you are then on the 
point of falling a victim to your own. 
complaiſance, the ambition of your pa- 
rents, and the eſtabliſnment of a bro- 
ther's fortune. Heavens! is. it for a 
perſon like you to make ſuch a ſacrifice ? 
You for whom any one who. had my eyes 
and my heart, would. gladly ſacrifice 
themſelves, No, adorable: Conſtantia, 1 
muſt oppoſe ſuch a reſolution: perfections 
like your's were never made to be bury'd 
im a cCloiſter,, leave that to thoſe unhappy 
ones of your ſex, whom want of beauty . 2 
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or the gifts of fortune, drives to ſuch 
extremities, and do not you by fo rafh a 
ſtep deſtroy for ever the peace and hap- 
pineſs of the moſt tender of lovers.” 
Tho? I had many times before read in 
the eyes of Don Henriquez the ſtory of 
his love, yet I affected great ſurpriſe at 
this open declaration, but I found it 
too agreeable to ſhew any marks of 
- reſentment at it, I found that I could 
not reject his homage without betray- 


ing my own ſentiments, however I 


thought it beſt to diſſemble them for 
_  Jome time, and affecting an air of 
gayety, Seignor, ſaid I, when Don 

» Alphonſo firſt procured me the honor 


of your acquaintance, he introduced 


you as one of his friends, I am ſorry ta 
ſay that I do not find you act up to that 
character. You cannot be ignorant of 
the motives that induce my parents to 
- preſs me to a religious life, and it is but 
Ill requiting tlie truſt repoſed in you, to 
throw obſtacles in the way of your 
friend's fortune; you know as well as 
me that it depends on my leaving the 
world, and here you have made a decla- 
ration that tends to bring me back to it, 
were I ſimple enough to give any belief 
to you.“ Ah, madam, ſaid Don Hen- 
1 . . riquez, | 
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riquez, interrupting me, can you then 


ſulpect me of the blackeſt of all per- 


fidies? I betray your brother! I feign a 
paſſion I do not feel! For heaven's ſake 


do more juſtice to my honor. Know a 


little better the power of your own 
charms, and then you will own that no- 
heart can be oa againſt them ;, mine 
is ſo deeply penetrated by them, that I 
am determined to make your condition 
more happy than it is at preſent.” . 


* It was doubtleſs with this view, re- . 8 


plied I ſnearingly, that you was ſo very 


prefiing with me in the preſence of my 


rother, to embrace the life he propoſe 3 
to me. It is a very ſingular way of ma- 


nifeſting love, to uſe every endeavour 


to deprive. one ſelf of the beloved object 
for ever.“ Is it poſſible, ſaid Don Hen- 
riquez, that your heart will ſuffer you to 
impute to me as a crime, a ſtep that I 
was urged to by the moſt ardent paſſion? 


T adviſed you it is true, to comply with 


the deſires of your family, but had 
T ated otherwiſe before your bro- 
ther, would it not have been the 


ſureſt way of preventing me from ever 


ſeeing you again, or uſing my endea- 


yours. ts free you from the cruel tyranny 


that 1s exerciſed over you ? I have 


- . 


1 3 


PPR 


| F 222 J i 
now gained the confidence of a man 
who would otherwiſe have had it in his 
power to fruſtrate all my intentions.” 
„ And of what ſervice, rephed I, can 
be the confidence of a perſon who will 
naturally oppoſe you to the utmoſt, the 
moment he perceives your true drift, 


, and the _— you have to overturn his 
0 
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ſchemes of fortune? Be adviſed by me, 
Don Henriquez, and beſtow your ſer- 
vices in another place where they may 


be attended with leſs fatal conſequences 


to us both; for was I to anſwer your 
paſſion, my parents would infallibly op- 
poſe an alliance, which, tho* very honor- 
able for me, would intirely fruſtrate their 
deſigns.“ n 

« That muſt be try'd, madam, re- 
plied Don Henriquez, therefore let me 
requeſt your leave to ſound them on this 


head: good heavens! what would I not 


do to fave you from the violence they 
intend you? Even tho? I ſhould have no 


other ſatisfaction than that of Pong 
75 the liberty of diſpoſing of yourſelf, 


ſhould think all my pains overpaid.” 
How generous ſoever this offer of 


Don Henriquez appeared to me, I did 


not think it proper to accept of it at 
that time, on the contrary, I injoined 
ee | E wh * a | him 


J * 
„ 
him à ſtrict ſilence in relation to what 
had paſſed between us, and to engage 
his compliance, ſet before him the un- 
reaſonableneſs of my parents, who, ſhould 
they come to hear of our interview, would 
not deſire a better pretence to debar me 
from ever ſpeaking to any ſtranger 
again. I repreſented this to him in ſuch 
a light, that he promiſed me never to 
ſuffer the leaſt hint to eſcape him, and 
took his leave of me with a thou- 
ſand proteſtations of love and offers of 
ARES} ! 
The extreme deſire my parents had 
to ſee me fixed in my choice, ſufiered 
them not to remain long ablent from 
me, accordingly I had a viſit from them 
ſoon 'after, in which I had to under- 
go a new attack; and of a more diſ- 
agreeable and dangerous kind, as Don 
Henriquez, who omitted no opportu- 
nity of ſeeing me, was with them; I 
was greatly afraid leaſt his preſence ſnould 
have made me betray my heart, and give 
them room to ſuſpect that my reſiſtance 
was owing to a ſecret inclination for him, 
but on the other hand, I found myſelf 
animated by the ſight of that lovely 
youth, with double reſolution to with; 


L 
ſtand the artifices and obſtinacy of tho 


who would ſeduce nme. 
Alfter having ſuffered them to diſplay 
all the religious rhetoric that worldly 
People are wont to make uſe of on ſack 
occaſions, I began in my turn to talk of 
the holineſs and purity required in a re- 
ligious life, to which I ſaid no one ought = 
to afpire without a particular call. 
added, that it was tempting God, to 
enter upon ſuch à life without having 
firſt made a ſtrict tryal of one's heart, 
and that ſuch a tryal was not the work 
of a day, that the acquaintance I had 
with a monaſtic life, had convinced me 
that there were very few truly religious 
in ic: that if they were abſolutely de- 
> termined upon my entering into that 
ſtate, I ſhould be glad they would al- 
Jow me a ſufficient time for my proba- 
tion, as I could not help owning that 1 
did not at preſent find any inclination to 
paſs my days in a cloiſter; but that we 
were to deſpair of nothing; that God 
had his minutes, and gave that at one 
time which he refuſed at another: and 
that if I did not at laſt find myſelf pro- 
perly fitted to embrace the ſtate they re- 
commended to me, I hope 5 in 
25 % mn hem 


. 


5 er 1 > 4225 * 
letion for my own 


36780 


theix ; goodneſ a. N N 
eee. M 
- This ſpeech had ſuch an effect upon 
ee that they ceaſed preſſing me any 
farther for that time. My father con- 
tented himſelf with ſaying, that ſince 
my vocation was not yet come, it would 
be proper to walt till it did.“ However, 
his age and experience, which was not 
eafily to be impoſed upon, made him 
ſuſpect that the Mrs, averſion I ſhewed . 
to a convent Procec ded from no other 
cauſe chan 10 ome one's. having found the 
means to pleaſe me. . 
I was tolerably. handſome, and of an 


with it myſelf. He therefore made 4 
ſtriet enquiry, whether J had ewer re- 
ceiyed ahy of thoſe. viſits which are ſo 
apt to breed diſorders in a monaſtery, 
but was aſſured that I had ſeen no one 
but my brother; not ſatisfied with this, 
he interrogated my brother concerning 
what paſt at thoſe viſits, who owned to 
him, that he had often been to ſee me 
in company with a young gentleman of 
his acquaintance, who was Ho far from 
F any obſtacle to the family's de- 

| Y 3, had even joined him! in. 


5 5s his 


to inſpire love, and to be inſpired. . . 
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'TE exhortations to me to embrace a re- 
ligious life. | 
So much the worſe, ſon, reply'd 
. Manuel, ſuch advice as this does 
ear natural in the young gentle- 
mor of our age, who, for the moſt part, 
think of nothing but galantry and the 
pleaſures of the world. Don Henri- 
quez is an accompliſhed cavalier, and I 
do not in the leaft doubr but that he 
ſides with your ſiſter, and that this is 
the chief reaſon of her proving ſo refrac- 
tory to my will. Love, fon, inſinuates 
itſelf into a convent under more than 
one form, it enters under the prieſt's 
robes, and the monk's frock. J leave 
vou to judge then, if coming in the 
ſhape of an handſome young 1 7 
je will be long ſuing for admittance. 
is certainly as I rel ou, therefore hy 
deavour to get out of your friend what 
F want to know; women are generally 
too much upon their guard in love 
fairs, there's no coming eafily at their 
real ſentiments. Young fellows, on the 
. contrary, are, for the moft part, fo 
very full of their own merit, that they 
= take all opportunities of publiſhing 
| their N * you will 
8 meet 
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nleet with no great difficulty in gather- 
ing all you deſire to know from Don 
Henriquez. Go then immediately to 
him, and if you find my ſuſpicions to 
be true, I leave you to take ſuch mea- 
| ſures as are moſt agreeable to the honor 
of your family, and your own intereſt.” * 
| Don Alphonſo, finding his ambition. 
and avarice rouſed by this ſpeech, in- 
ſtantly quitred my father, and went in 
ſearch of his friend, and aſked him with 
an air of confidence, whar he thought 
of me, and my deſtination to a convent. 
Don Henriquez, who did not ſuſpect the 
leaft artifice, anſwered him frankly, 
« that he thought me. very amiable, 
and that it gave him the greateſt un- 
eaſineſs to ſee the perſecutions I under- 
went, in order to make me renounce . 
the world.“ „ This is as much as to 
ay, replied my brother haſtily, that you 
love my ſiſter, and have found means to 
make yourſelf beloved by her in return.“ 
And ſuppoſing it ſhould be fo, an- 
fwered Don Henriquez, what fault could 
you have to find with? My family is, 
believe, good enough to pretend to an 
alliance with your's, and my own for- 
tune is not fo inconſiderable as to make 
11751 L 6 your 
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- your-parents ſuſpect that I have any de- 
ſign upon their money.“ f 
Iho' nothing could be more mode- 
rate than this reply, yet Don Alphonſo 
w ia,s offended at it, and whether he took it 
2s a reproach meant to his own ayaritious 
diſpoſition, or that what his father had 
ſaid to him had put him beſide his rea- 
ſon, he made a quarrel of it with his 
friend. Henriquez, who was prudent, 
tho* brave, took no notice of many af- 
fronting things he ſaid to him, but find- 
ing l himſelf at length puſhed to extreme- 
ties, he loft all patience, and they both 
went out into the fields of St. Claire 
where they drew their fwords, - They 
had exchanged ſeveral thruſts when the 
fon of the regidor of Liſbon, happening 
to paſs that way, knew my brother, and 
ſeeing him hard puſhed by Don Henri- 
quez, ran to part them; in the doing, 
which, ill fortune would have it that he 
received an unlucky thruſt which laid 
him dead on the ſpot. This accident. 
put a ſtop to the duel for the preſent, 
and each of them retired. _ 8 
Don Henriquez had only time to. write 
me a ſhort billet, in which he acquainted 
me with what had happened, and 3 
1 retired 


9 I 
retired- in all haſte to Tavora, the ta- 
pital of the kingdom of Algarva. But, 
good heavens, what a conſternation was 
mine at reading this fatal note] I in- 
ſtantly foreſaw all the fatal conſequences, 
of that paſſion with which he had in- 
ſpired me, nor was I long without feel- 
ing them in their full extent, for my fa- 
ther paid me a viſit a few days after- 
wards,. in which he loaded me with the 
moſt bitter reproaches, and concluded 
with telling me, © that it was his abſo- 
lute determination that I ſhould-inſtant- 
ly take the veil.” _ a" Yo Td 

The violent paſſion I ſaw him in, 
would not permit me to make him any. 
denial, I therefore promiſed to do what. 
ever he would have me. Indeed the 
loſs of my dear Don Henriquez had 
thrown me into ſuch deſpair, that. I was 
wholly indifferent to every thing elſe in 
the world. My father was agreeably ſur- 
prized. at my reſolution, . and to fortify 
me in it, put me under the direction of 
this worthy gentleman you ſee here, Who 
deſcribed a religious life to me in the 
moſt holy and amiable lights. I leave 
you to judge, fir, how well his practice 
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ay «1 am not at a loſs, madam, anſwered 
1 what judgment. to form̃ of thoſe kind 
of exhortations, chey may be compared 
to thoſe which are made uſe of by fol- 
diers, to give others an high idea, of the 
excellence and charms: of their ptofeſ. | 
fion, in order to intice them to inliſt 
with them. I have had an inſtance of 


this before in the very ſame reverend 


gentleman, who left no ſtone unturned 
to engage me into his order. He has 
plaid the ſame part with you, and this 
day's adventure has taught me what to 
think of the innocence and purity of 
his vows.“ 

. Alas! replied Conſtantia, I was 
quite ignorant of them at that time. 
All that T have to ſay is, that the loſs of 
my lover, and the violent temper of my 
_ determined me to comply with 
every thing they aſked of me. I there- 
fore voluntarily buried myſelf alive at 
the flower of my age. From that time 
I broke off all viſits, and applied myſelf - 
— wholly to a life of devotion and contem- 
plation. Nor did I fee the face of any 

man except this Pancracio, who was my 
ghoſtly. director, and him only at the 
hours Uo confeſſion; but this correſpon- 
_ which ought to have been wy 
hg -. 
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| facred to the purpoſes of religion, ſeem- 
ed only to give me a greater diſtaſte to 
it, his converſation inſenſibly tended to 
ſtir up the latent ſparks of love within 
my breaſt, and by continually talking to 
me of Don Henriquez, whom he pre- 
tended to have been acquainted. with, 
and on whom he laviſhed the greateſt 
encomiums, he made him appear more 
lovely to me than ever. 4 
I was not long before I felt the fatal 
effects of this procedure. My exerciſes 
were now grown hateful to me, ſolitude, 
prayer, and filence became inſupport- 
able, and I longed to renew my com- 
merce with the world. Alas! had my 
miſeries ſtopt here] but puniſhments as 
well as fins always follow one another. 1 
now conceiv*danentireaverſiontoareligi- 
ous life, I paſſed whole nights and days 
in lamenting my unhappy fate, and ſeek-. 
ing means for deliverance. Sometimes 
I accuſed Don Henriquez, to whoſe pre- 
cipitate flight I owed all my misfortunes. 
Sometimes I called upon him to return- 
to put an end to all my ſufferings. _ 
* F was in this cruel ſituation when one 
day Pancracio, to whom I had imparted 
all my ſufferings, came to acquaint me 
that the marquis de Bellacina was juſt - 


? love. The ſtep, I have taken ſince his 
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arfived at Liſbon, and deſired to be 
admitted to ſee me. This was only 
then a trick of this impoſtor's to bring 
me into a ſcheme that he was medi. 
tating ; the better to conceal his ar- 
tifice, | he pretended that the marquis 
dare not appear abroad by day for fear 


of being aſſaſſinated by the Regidor's 


people, who already knew of his arrival, 
and was determined to ſacrifice him to 


the manes of his ſon. In conſequenee of 
. - which, he begged 1. would allow of an 
interview with him by night. . 


As. I. was far from. fuſpe&ing my 


direckor of any deceit, .I readily con- 


ſented to what he required, and when 


night came went down. into. the parlour, 


where. I was told a gentleman was wait- 
ing to ſpeak with me. After the firſt 
compliments, the pretended marquis told 
me that he brought me news Wm his 


* nephew Don Henriquez, who begged 


me to be aſſured of the continuance of 


MW his love and eſteem. 


The eſteem. your nephew is 18 pleaſed 
to have for me, my lord, anſwered I, 


* does me great honor, and I ſhould be 
happy to: preſerve it all my life, but I 


cannot ſay the ſame with reſpect to his 
depar- 


z 4 my 
© i. 
* 


od 
” 


Henriquez honor to ſuppoſe that he 
would deſire to engage me in a criminal 


him when he hears this fatal news? Alas, 


derſtand that you had flattered him with 
came hither to ſollicit his pardon, and to 


conſent to an alliance which he has never 
ceaſed to languiſh after ſince the firſt 


ä „ 
departure has put it out of my power to 1 
liſten to any thing more of that kind. 
and I have too high a notion of Don 


commerce. But tho? religion forbids me 
to receive any farther teſtimonies of his 
paſſion, yet it cannot prevent me from 
having a tender ſenſe of thoſe marks of 4 
his remembrance, and intereſting myſelf 1 
warmly in every thing that relates to | 
The counterfeit marquis pretended. to I 
be greatly ſurpized at what he heard, and 
cry'doutinatranſport, Is ĩt then poſſible, a 
madam, that you have made your vows? 
Good God, what a ſtroke for the amor- 
ous Henriquez ! What will become of 


it will coſt him his life ! And could you, 
madam, take ſuch a ſtep without reflect- 
ing on the fatal conſequences it muſt 
bring to him? He had given me to un- 


ſome hopes, in conſequence of which 1 


ſee your parents in order to get their 


time 
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quainted with you.” _ : 
I will not pretend to conceal from 
48 my lord, anſwered I, that I ſhould 
ave eſteemed myſelf happy and honor- 
ed in ſuch an union. The ſentiments 
with which your nephew had inſpired 
me, were too virtuous and pure to occa- 
ion a bluſh, but my unhappy fate did 
not permit me to enjoy that ſatisfaction. 
A father's abſolute will has got the bet- 
ter of my inclination, and I have piven 
my heart to God, as I was deprived of 
the only object which, after him, ap- 

peared worthy of my love.” 
I! found by the anſwer the marquis 
made me that he was far from being 
pleaſed with this declaration. At that 
time I imputed the diſcontent that ap- 
peared in his countenance, to his find- 
ing it impoſſible to make me his niece: 
but this day has diſcovered to me the 
true reaſon: however, he quitted me in 
an haſty manner, and I returned to my 
cell, from whence I did not ſtir till the 
next day, paſling all that night in the 
moſt melancholy reflections, occaſioned 
by this new adventure. I reproached 
myſelf for my too haſty compliance, and 
for not having waited a little N for 
5 | on 


* 
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Don Henriquez' return. I blamed my 
father for his unnatural feverity in thus 
facrificing my peace. and happineſs to 
his ambition and avarice. In a word, I 
ſaid and thought every thing that may 
be ſuppoſed from one in my unhappy 
circumſtances. | 5 

Early the next day I ſent for Pan- 
cracio, in hopes of meeting with ſome 
conſolation from his advice and admoni- 
tions: I laid open my whole heart to 
him, he appeared touched with my miſ- 
fortunes, but inſtead of applying the 
_ falutary ſteel to eradicate my diforder at 


once, he acted like thoſe ſurgeons, who, 


by flattering their patient's weakneſs, in- 
creaſe the malady. Alas! cry*d he, Iknow 
but too well what it is to be deprived 
for ever of what we love, I feel it every 
day, but you, madam, have this advan- 
tage over me, that your ſufferings admit 
of relief. Thirty years paſt in a 'religi- 
ous life, render it impoſſible for me to 
recall a ſtep that the heat and folly of 
youth hurried me into. Alas! if I was 
but like you in the ſecond year of my 
' profeſſion only! what miſeties ſhould 1 
have ſpared myſelf; but unhappily for 
me, my engagement, tho? the effect of 
R deſpair, 


* 


F 1 
deſpair, Was voluntary, and is now be- 
come indiſſoluble.“ 

How, . feplied I, can we. recall our 
vows when they are the effect of force 
and conſtraint? * Doubtleſs, madam, 
continued he, and i it is no {mall comfort 
to you under your misfortunes, that you 
are the miſtreſs of putting an end to 
them when you pleaſe : nevertheleſs, ! 
would not adviſe you to have recourſe 
to thoſe meaſures, till no others will 


do. There are certain formalities to 


be. obſerved on thoſe occaſions, and 1 
thouſand difficulties offer themſelves to 
ſuch an attempt; in ſhort, it appears 
hardly feafible to extricate oneſelf with 
the leaft appearance of honor, after once 
having made profeſſion ; but there are 
ſhorter and ſurer ways of going to work, 
which I would gladly inſtru&t you in, 
were I certain that you found it abſo ; 
lutely impoſſible for you to lead a mo- 
naſtic life.” 

Theſe laſt words conſiderably allay 0 
the anxiety T had been under from the 
marquis' viſit, and the revived remem- 
brance of my dear Henriquez. I no 
longer thought myſelf unkappy, ſince l 
found, that it was in my own. power to 


- an end to my miſeries; ſo true it is 


that 


— 
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dhat the miſery and happineſs of man- 
kind are often the mere work of their 
own imaginations. The death of my 
father which happened at this time ſeem- 
ed to crown all my wiſhes; and I ſhould 
play the hypocrite, was I to pretend to 
ſay that the loſs of a parent who had al- 
ways treated me 1n rec g a man- 
ner ſat very heavy at my heart, in fhort I 
ſoon. got over the firſt concern the news 
of a parent's death muſt naturally give 
to every dutiful child, and thought of 
nothing but renewing my commerce 
with the world. | ö 


the ſuppoſed marquis of Bellacina com- 


his leave of me, and to let me know that 
he was upon his return to Tavora. I 
was greatly ſurprized that he mentioned 
nothing of Don Henriquez to me at this 
interview, which was in all probability to 
be the laſt, and therefore began the ſub- 
ject myſelf; but he always ſeemed deſi- 
rous to turn the converſation, at which 
my love took the alarm, and I could not 
help aſking him if he had heard lately 
from his nephew. He replied with 
great coldneſs that he hoped, he was very _ 
well, but that he had not heard from hin 


— 


A ſecond viſit which I received fem 


pleated my deſign. He came to take 7 N 


ſince © 
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ſince the letter he wrote to inform him 
of the way of life I had embraced. Per. 
haps his ſilence, continued he, may be 
the object of the uneaſineſs this cruel 
piece of news . muſt have coſt him. 
| ek I am about to carry him ſome 
that I hope will comfort him. His par- 
don which I have procured him, and : 
rich and beautiful heireſs. who is offered 
him for a wife, will, I flatter myſelf, 
make him forget the loſs of your heart. 
A ſtroke = 2 poniard could not have 
given me greater furpriſe than this 
ſpeech of the marquis. As ſoon as I was 
come a little to myſelf, I told him that he 
muſt certainly have a very mean opinion 
of Don Henriquez's love and conſtancy, 
| 5 pole that he would ſo eaſily forget 
However raſh. may be the ſtep | 
. taken, continued I, it is ſuch as 
there were no means left to evade in 
my circumſtances, beſides I am not fo 
deeply engaged but that I may retract 
my vows, however I ſhall be. very cauti- 
ous how I think of any; ſuch thing for 
the ſake of a man, ſo changeable as you 
have deſcribed Don Henriquez to be. 
Ahl madam, cryed the impoſter, 
how eaſily. might you. have fixed him, 


| had you but given am che NAR hope 
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of poſſefling you, but whar liketitiood of is 


was there after the engagements you had 
e into? Even ſuppoſing it was 
poſlible for you to break them, it would 
require a great deal of time and trouble, 
and, I will not conceal it from you, all 
his family are very urgent with him to 
ſettle, we have no heir but him, I my- 
ſelf am poſſeſſed of a very conſiderable 
fortune, all which I ſhall leave to him, 
and I muſt own I ſhould be glad to ſee a 
probability of ſucceſſors to it, his friends 
are therefore unanimouſſy reſolved to 
him a wife as ſoon as poſſible.” I muſt 


on TI could wiſh it were his firſt love, 


what he has told me of your virtue and 
accompliſnments, and what I have ſeen 
of you myſelf added to the noble family 


you ſpring from, and the violent paſſion 


he has for you would make us all greatly 
happy in an alliance with you were it any 
way practicable. 

This flattering ſpeech and the hopes of 
once more ſeeing my dear Henriquea, 
made me lend a ready ear to the voice 
of ſeduction; I loſt all power of reſiſt- 
ing the tempter, whom F thought to 


be as honeſt as he appeared, bonds 1 


kept within the bounds · of decency, and 
contented my ſelf with requeſting him 


9 
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defer his journey for a few days, till ! 
ſhould be able to determine what I had 
to do. The next morning ! ſent in all 
_ haſte for Pancracio, to whom I requeſted 
all that had paſſed, little imagining that 
T was acquainting the villain with what 
he knew better than myſelf. _ 

e ſee, ſaid he, thawyour love for Don 
Henrique i is one of thoſe paſſions which 
o we may reſiſt for a while, yet it is im- 


1 poſſible wholly to overcome; all that! 


could ſay to e therefore on this head 
would only ſerve to irritate it the more, 
ſo think the beſt advice that can be gi. 

ven you is to follow without ſcruple the 
_ dictates of your heart. It is the heart 


3 that determines in all things; yours has 


all along been towards the world, from 
which it is evident, that you never 
had a due call to a religious life, con- 
ſequently the engagements you have 
entered into are null and void, this 1s 
agreeable to the opinion of our greateſt 
caſuiſts, you are therefore at liberty to 
uſe all means of delivering yourſelf from 
| _ ſtate of confinement. | This indeed 
ht be done in a judicial way, but 
8 freely, I think that would be 
too hazardous for you to attempt, for the 


JOS: that either the 2 or your 
on 
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oon friends and relations ſhould get the 
d leaſt hint of your intending to retract 
Il your VOWS, they would inſtantly confine 
d you in the priſon of the convent and bar 
it you from all poſſibility of ſtirring in the 


it affair or obtaining a reieaſe of your 
W ͤͤ edt. . rr 
n To this diſcourſe he added a lively 
h picture of the ſeverities exerciſed in mo- 
|- naſteries over thoſe of either ſex, who 
[ are formed to entertain ſuch notions. 1 
d had myſelf been witneſs to ſome of theſe 
„ which made me apprehenſive of ſharing 
4 the ſame treatment. The perfidious Pan- 
ie cracio did all in his power to keep up 
rt W my ſpirits, and animate me to his pur- 
8 poſe: Be comforted, madam, ſaid he, 
n your caſe is not ſo deſperate as you may 
er imagine; there might a ſurer and more 


i- W ſpeedy way be found out to relieve you, 

e provided you had a perſon to confide 
in, who was, devoted to your ſervice, 
Don Henriquez has an aunt, who lives 

a few miles from Liſbon. She is a wi- 
dow lady, remarkable for her devotion ; 
her eſtabliſhed reputation will cover you 
from all cenſure for leaving the convent. _ 
Tou have nothing to do but feign your 
| RIF indiſpoſed, and that charitable lady, - | 
under pretence of taking you out for tage 
Vol, I. M ain 
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air, will carry you to her houſe: where 
you will bang at full liberty to procure a 
releaſe from your vows.” 

As this project agreeably Battered my 
love, and I had not the leaft diſtruſt of 
the ſincerity of the adviſer, I gave with- 
out heſitation into the ſnare, and the 
next morning took to my bed, where I 
counterfeited ſickneſs ſo admirably that 
very one thought me what I ſeemed. I 
impoſed' in this manner on the whole com- 
_ munity for above a week, at the end of 

Wick time a phyſician whom Pancracio 
Had gained over to his intereſt, told the 


> Abbels that there were no other means to 


recover me — by n me to take 
che country ai 
While the £ ood abbeſs was doliberat- 
ang with me upon the moſt proper place 
For that purpoſe, we had a viſit from 
Donna Hortenſia de Maſcarrannez, which 
was the name of the pretendedauntof Don 
| Henriquez whom Pancracio had ſpoken 
to me of, and whom he now accompanied 
into the parlour. I do not think that the 
world ever produced two more hypocriti- 
cal countenances. The decent and modeſt 
deportmentof the lady, joined to the moſt 
edifying manner of converſing, in which 


k 


impoſtor 


He was from time to time Tied by that | 


* 
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impoſtor, ſo effe@ually deceived. both L 
the abbeſs and myſelf, that it was agreed 
by us that I ſhould go and paſs a fort- . 


nghe at her houſe in the country. 


hey gave us no time for refleCti-' 


ons, for the good lady came that very 


afternoon in her coach and took me a- 

way to a very handſome houſe ſhe had 

in town, which ſhe ſaid ſhe only made - 

uſe of. when obliged by buſineſs to quit 

her retirement in the country. The net 
morning I roſe betimes, being deſirous 
to quit the town as privately as poſſi- _ © 

ble, and went to preſs Donna Hortenſia 


to ſet out, but was anſwered that ſome 


affairs had unexpectedly fallen out the 
evening before, which would prevent 


her from going into the country for 
ſome days. However, ſaid ſhe, if you 
muſt abſolutely be gone, I will offer you 
the company of my coulin, the marquis 


de Bellacina, to conduct you thither; 
he is a very well-bred gentleman, and,” 


I believe has the honour of being known 
to you. He will undertake this office 
with a great deal of pleaſure, and keep 


you company there, till I can have the 
opportunity of waiting on you myſelf.” 
his unlooked for delay threw me into 
; iro a freſh dilemma; 1 ran a great nit 3 


* 
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by remaining in Liſbon, and on the other 
hand, I thought it very indecent to truſt 
myſelf alone 1 upon a journey with a man. 
In this perplexity I had recourſe to Don- 
na Hortenſia, whoſe advice I looked up- 
on as łhe oracle of wiſdom. She at firſt 
| ſeemed: to approve very much of my 

ſcruples, but afterwards removed them, 

by aſſuring me that I had nothing to fear 


E from the marquis; As to your relati- 


ons, purſued ſhe, I will not take upon 
me to anſwer for them, they doubtleſs 
know by this time of your having left the 
convent, and will leave nothing un- 
done to find you out, therefore in my 
opinion the only way to elude their pur- 
ſuits is to ſet out immediately. The 
gentleman whom I offer to vou for a 
conducter is known to you, and is more- 
over, a man of that character, that you 
may go every where with him, and not be 
in the leaſt fear of cenſure. However if 
you are apprehenſive of being known 
upon the road, or that your reputation 
mould ſuffer from being ſeen in the dreſs 
of our ſex, as you muſt at all events 
quit that which you now wear, ] would ad- 
viſe you to put on men's cloaths, which 


Will n ſcreep. T0: both from the 
| N purſuit 
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purſuit of your friends, and the tongues 
of malicious people,” 

The counterfeit- marquis, who came 
in while we were talking, approved 
greatly of this expedient, and I yielded 
to their opinions; accordingly we imme- 
diately ſent for the dreſſes in which your 
nom fee us, and ſet out in a couple of 
poſt chaiſes on our journey, which we 
ſhould without doubt have continued had 
not providence thrown you in out way⸗ 

This, fir, continued Conſtantia, is a 
ſhort hiſtory of my life, and the adven- 
tures that brought me to this place. I 
leave you to judg ge what dangers your 
preſence has delivered me from, for it is 
not to be doubted that this villain would 
have carried his horrible purpoſe to 
greater lengths, ſince he has had the im- 
pudence, even before you, to give way 
to his brutal tranſports. Do you then, 
fir, continued ſhe, weeping bitterly, do 
you, fir, prove my protector and ſave 


me from the violence of this wicked rl. 
viſher; and, if poſſible, reſtore me either 


to my convent or my friends, I had 
rather experience a life of the greateſt 
miſery there, than be in the power of 
this abandoned miſcreant, who thus 

joins lacrilege to the baſeſt POEM Let | 
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me conjure you to this act of generoſity by 

the remembrance of your old friend Don 

Henriquez, by that complaiſance which 

every gentleman has for our ſex, and by 
the compaſſion which our holy religion 
- ſhould infpire you with, ih behalf of a 
_ - diftrefſed chriſtian virgin. 


Tho' I. did not ſee how I Sad well 


8 carry her back to Liſpon without running 
the riſk of my own ſafety, yet I was 


To touched with compaſſion for her miſ- 
fortunes, that I promiſed to comply with 


every thing ſhe deſired of me, and preſl- 
ed her to take a little refreſhment, as 


the would ſtand in need of a recruit of 
ſtrength and ſpirits to proſecute the in- 
tended journey. This prevailed upon 


her to take a couple of eggs which hap- 


pened to be in the houſe. As to Pancra- 


cio I deſpiſed him too much to give 
; myſelf any trouble about him. Howe- 


ver I obſerved that rage and diſappoint- 
ment were painted in his countenance, 
and he would doubtleſs have played me 
ſome ſorry trick, had he not known me 
for a perſon that was very ready to re- 


turn any inſult ; therefore finding he 
could do nothing better, he &en puta 
good face upon the matter and began to 


eat 11 while 1 plac'd 9 again 


at 


7 


1 


at the table to induce Conſtantia dt 


low my example; and uſed all endea- 
vours to diſſipate her chagrin. b 


* 
* * 
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Sequel of the ſtory of Conſtantia and 


Non Henriquez. 
UR two gentlemen had juſt began 


to eat, when word was brought nh 
that a young hermit who was juſt entered 


the inn, begged us to give him ſomething 
for his dinner. Conſtantia ordered # 


chicken to be carried to him, which we 
imagined would rid us of him, but we 


were very much ſurprized to ſee him ens 


ter the room at the very inſtant. - He 


had nothing of the monk about him, but 


the habit and a long beard. His fine 
large eyes, which were full of fire and 


vivacity, a ſkin of delicate whiteneſs, 


and a ſet of neat and beautiful features, 
added to an air of dignity and eaſe, 
plainly ſhewed him to be ſomewhat above 

thoſe idle vermin who have recourſe to 


the wretched artifice of a monkiſh frock 
to cover a life of poverty and lazineſs: 


At entering the room, inſtead of ſaluting 
„ V3. as he ſhould have done, he remained 
38 5 * 4 - fixed | 


3 


fixed and motioneſs; his eyes which were 
E rivetted on Conſtantia, plainly ſhewed 
that ſomething more than ordinary paſſed 
within him while thoſe of Conſtantia, 
"which were as earneſtly fixed on him, 
ſeemed to ſpeak no leſs on her ſide, . 
They continued thus for ſome time, 
without uttering a word, at length, Con- 
ſtantia breaking ſilence, firſt aſked him, 
What was the reaſon of their looking 


0 carneſtly at each other.” © Young 


gentleman, rephed the hermit, I am ig- 
norant of your reaſons for looking at me 
ſo attentively, I did it becauſe I fancy I 
am very well acquainted with your voice 
and features, and find a ſtrong .reſem- 
blance in them to a perſon who was once 


and d ever will be dearer to me than life. 


An unforſeen accident torè me from her, 
and my. greateſt misfortune. is, that 1 
have not been able to get any account of 
her for upwards of three years that we 
have been ſeparated. The continual un- 
Faſineſs I have lived in upon her account 
_ has determined me to quit the kingdom 
of Algarva where I had taken refuge; 
and go in ſearch of her to Liſbon at the 
peril of my life.” 33 

At theſe- words Conſtantia could not 
forbear ſhewing marks of the greateſt 
2-48 ED 6 ſurprize 
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ſurprize and emotion; the agitation of 


her mind appeared viſible in | her face. 
The young hermit, who had never taken 


his eyes off her, quickly perceived. it. 
« You ſeem confuſed, ſir, faid he, have 
you ever heard ſpeak of the perſon you. 


ſo much reſemble, or have you any in- 
rereſt in her?” „ Perhaps I may, re- 
ply'd Conſtantia, but before I fatisfy you. 

in that, do me the pleaſure to inform 
me, if during your ſtay in Algarva, you 
have heard ſpeak of the Count of Bella- - -. 
cina, on whoſe account I am under ſome 


uneaſineſs, the young gentleman is a re- 
lation of mine, and was obliged to quit 


Liſbon ſuddenly upon an affair of honor, : 


and I have never been able to hear of 
him ſince his departure.” 


This ſpeech of Conſtantia ſo dien, 
certed the young hermit, that he re- 


mained without the power of anſwering 
for ſome moments, at length when he 
was recovered from his ſurprize, „Sir, 
ſaid he, I will not conceal from you that 
1 am particularly acquainted: with that 
gentleman; but before I enter into par- 
ticulars, permit me to aſk if there is no 
danger in declaring what I know con- 


cerning him, fince very eſſential reaſons 
oblige him to conceal himſelf; and the 


S lady 
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lady whom he loves, and whom he has 
given me a charge to find out, would 
never forgive me if any accident ſhould 
. ents to him thro* my imprudence.” 

Tou would be under no apprehen- 
ſion ſon, of that kind, reply'd I, did you 
know me, and eſpecially the perſon who 
enquires after Don Henriquez.” „Alas! 


reply d the hermit ſighing, my heart in- 


dicates the truth to me but too ſtrongly, 


yet appearances are fo much againſt me 
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However, continued he, 
throwing himſelf at the feet of the young 
man in diſguiſe, receive adorable Con- 
ſtantia, the homage of a man who has 
loved you too well not to know you by 
the tender ſentiments with which you 
now inſpire him. My eyes might per- 
haps deceive me, but the heart which is 
the ſureſt interpreter of love, tells me 
aſſuredly, that you are the lovely ob- 
ject of whom I am in ſearch, Heavens, 
was ever happineſs equal to mine! At- 
ter three tedious years of abſence I have 
at length found her I love, and found 
Ss at a time that I the leaſt expected 
ne.” 

I cannot eaſily defcribe the ſurpize 
and confuſion Conſtantia was in at ſee- 


ing a monk for the ſecond time at her 
| 
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den but 1 could perceive that the ho- 1 
mage of this latter did not appear diſ- 


agreeable to her. Pancracio, who was 
preſent at this interview, could not for- 


bear murmuring at the ſight. *© By the | 
holy frock, ſaid he, this girl ſeems born 


to inſpire monks with love, even this 


lietle underſtrapper of a herfnit muſt ſay 


fine things to her; but by St. Francis 


he ſhall not have the fingering of her 


any more than myſelf.”. Thus did this 
infolent monk 8 1 82 himſelf for the 
miſcarriage of his plot, by the hopes of 
ſeeing his ſuppoſed brother fail in his 
attempt as well as himſelf. 


He had not, however, His ſatisfac⸗ 


tion; for the young hermit, having 


thrown aſide his beard, which had pre- 
vented us from knowing him at- firſt 

fight, now convinced us that he was 

the real Count de Bellacina. Pancracio+ 
was ſo confounded and terrified at this. 
diſcovery, that he left the room without 
ſaying a word, and getting into his 
chaiſe, ſet off without knowing whether 
he was going. It was lucky for him 
that he acted in this manner, for had hge 
ſtayed, and ſuffered any thing to eſcape 


einn to his adven ture, he would 
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1 certainly have met with the immediate 


puniſhment due to his crimes. 
Conſtantia, Henriquez, and elf 
were now left together: after having 
= embraced my friend, J aſked him the 
E reaſon of fo ſtrange a diſguiſe. « My 
> dear friend, reply'd he, ie is what you 
will not diſapprove when I tell thee, 
that about three years ago I happened 
do kill the fon of the regidor of Liſ- 
bon ——* 1 know every thing re- 
| lating to that affair, reply'd I, and that 
it. occaſioned your ſudden departure.” 


It may be fo, anſwered Don Henri- 


quez, but you do not know, perhaps, 
that however excuſable that accident 
was on my ſide, that I have not been 
able to obtain my pardon nor appear 
again at Liſbon, tho* it is now above 


three years ſince it happened. My ba- 


niſnment would have given me very lit- 


* le concern, added he, if the preſence of 
Þ my lovely Conſtantia and that of ſeveral 


_ Jdear friends, in the number of which 


3 let me reckon yourſelf, had not made 


that the moſt delightful ſpot in the 

_ world to me. I loſt all patience at be- 
ing fo long deprived of them, and un- 
able to live without the ſight of my Con- 


3 n I reſolved at all events to under- | 


4 
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take this journey; accordingly I put 05 1 
this habit to keep myſelf the better from 
being known. — But may I, madam, con- 
tinued he, looking tenderly at Conſtan- 
tia, without -offence aſk you the reaſon 
of the diſguiſe I now ſee you in. Has 
any accident befallen you during my ab- 
ſence? Alas! a ſad forboding tells me 
as much, and the dreſs I ſee you in hard- 
ly permits me to doubt it.“ 
«© Would to heaven, my lord, reply 
Conſtantia, that your foreboding was 
falſe, but it ſeems as if fortune had 4 
made choice of us two for a compleatix 
unhappy pair; yet there is this diffe- 
rence between your misfortunes and 
mine, that love was the cauſe of yours, 
and that hy ceaſing to love me you my 
put a ſtop to them; whereas mine are I 
beyond my power, and can end only +» } 
with my life. They would, 1 = 
have been ſtill more dreadful, had-it not 5 
been for this generous friend, who, to 
preſerve me for my dear n 
freed me from my priſon, and gave mne 
a retreat with one of bis relations 
ought, perhaps, to bluſh at owning that 
I had recourſe to the aſſiſtance of a man, 
but ſenior Ranucio is ſo well known to 
you for his honour and probity, that this 
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will be alone ſufficient to baniſh every 
injurious ſuſpicion from your breaſt. As 
he is perfectly acquainted with all that 
has happened to me, he will be able to 
give you a better account of my adven- 
tures than I could do myſelf.” 

I could not but admire the great pre- 
Ae of mind of Conſtantia, in having 
given ſo dexterous a turn to appear- 
ances which were ſo much to her diſad- 
vantage, and what gave me ſtill more 
pleaſure was to find that Don Henriquez 
had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the deceit; 
Jo true is it, that a beloved object, tho 
never ſo culpable, will always appear in- 


nocent in our eyes. My friend deſired 


me to relate to him his miſtreſs's adven- 
tures, and the reaſons that had brought 
5 thither in that diſguiſe. This was a 


Hommiſſion of a very delicate nature; 


ver I undertook it to extricate the 


 Jady from her dilemma, and recounted to- | 


25 all that happened during his ab- 
ſence, ſuppreſſing only what related to 
the monk Pancracio, and his perfidious 
behaviour, and in the room of his coun- 


| terfeit aunt ſubſtituted the name of Don- 


na Victoria, to whoſe houſe I told him I 
was that night conducting Conftantia. 


Don Victoria Was the relation to whom 


w 
E 


my 


** 
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my uncle, Don Antonio, had deſired me 
to pay a viſit, and with whom I had pre- 
viouſly determined within myſelf to place 
Conſtantia before the arrival of her 
lover. 

Henriquez 1 me over and over 
again for the pretended ſervices I had 
done his miſtreſs; but with regard to the 
aſylum you had 0 kindly prepared for 
her, ſaid he, I ſhall accept it no longer 
than for a few days, for I hope to em- 
ploy the intereſt my friends have with 

the patriarch ſo effectually, as to obtain 
in a very little time a remiſſion of Her 
VOWS. 

This agreeable news, ao the manner 
in which I had conducted my relation, 
diffuſed ſuch an air. of gaiety over the 
countenance and behaviour of Conſtan- 
tia, that ſhe had never appeared ſo beau- 
tiful to me as ſhe did at that inſtant. 

The two lovers exchanged a thouſand 
tender proteſtations, which would have 
held much longer had not my man Am- 
broſe, who was ſurprized at my remain- 
ing ſo long at table, come to inform me 

that it was time to proceed on our jour- 
ney. I obſerved this to the two lovers, 
who accordingly diſpoſed themſelves for 
| ng out, and in a little time We ar- 
; | rived 
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rived at Aſequeas. When we alighted 
A Donna Victoria's, we were told that 


the! 0 not at home, being gone to 
Chu J took this opportunity to quit 
= onſtantia and Henriquez and went to 


meet my aunt at her return home, in 


order to provide her for — reception of 
5 Conſtantia. oy 
*- Happily for us the was none of thoſe 


3 bigoited ladies who are always ready to 


think the worlt of their neighbours, and 


imagine they ſhould be partakers in their 
errors by giving them the leaſt aſſiſtance. 


: On thecontrary, ſhe had that true devotion 
which always makes thoſe who poſſeſs it, 
ready to ſeize every opportunity of do- 
ing the greateſt works of charity. This 
appeared to her in that light, and Con- 
ſtantia and her lover were received by 


- -the good lady with all imaginable civi- 


lity and friendſhip. They "could eaſily 


F perceive by her behayiour, that ſhe was 


informed of their whole ſtory, but ſhe 


. Was too well bred to give the leaſt hint 
oer it either i in her words or actions. On 
* the contrary, ſhe did every thing in her 


Power, both by her agreeable converſa- 
tion and good cheer, to diſſipate as much _ 
as poſſible any diſagreeable reflections that 


might remain in ne minds of her gueſts. 
0 725 


E 

Don Henriquez, who was continually 
ſighing for the moment that was to unite 
him for ever to the object of his wiſhes, 
ſet out the very next day for Liſbon. 
Where he uſed his endeavours with ſuch. 
ſucceſs, that he joined us again at the 
end of a week with his own pardon, and 

a full permiſſion for Conſtantia to ſtand _ 
abſolved from her vows, and to return 
again to the world, and the enjoyment 
of her fortune. We teſtified great ſur- 
prize at ſeeing him return ſo ſpeedily and 
with ſuch ſucceſs from a court that had 


for three years together been deaf tõ al! 
intreaties on his behalf. Your aſto- 


niſnment would be much greater, ſaid 
he, addreſſing himſelf to Conſtantia, did 


you know that it is your mother, Donna 


 TIfabella, to whom we are indebted for this 
double favour.” © O heavens! cry'd 
Conſtantia with tranſport, ean I believe 


that ſhe who was the moſt ſtrenuous of 


all my relations to force me into a reli- 
gious life, ſhould have uſed her intereſt 
to get me abſolved from it again?? 

* You will be more ready to believe 
it, adorable Conſtantia, replied Don Hen- 
riquez, when I inform you of the mo- 
tives that induced her to act in this man- 
ner. The great love ſhe had for your _ - 
20 brother, 


%, 
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brother, and his boundleſs ambition were 
the two ſources of all your misfor- 


E- runes, and to the latter of theſe paſſions 
we owe our preſent happineſs. You 


_ muſt know then, that the very day in 
Which you left your convent, ſhe re- 
__ ceived the news of the death of your 
brother, Don Alphonſo, who was killed 
in the late battle we gained againſt the 
Spaniards. This accident affected her 
in a ſenſible manner, not only on ac- 
count of her great fondneſs for him, but 
that by his death ſhe ſaw herſelf intirely 
deſtitute of heirs. In the firſt tranſports 
of her grief, ſhe reproached herſelf for 
his death, which ſhe looked upon as a 
judgment of heaven for the violence ſhe 
had uſed towards you. To repair this 
as much as was in her power, ſhe went 
immediately to your convent, where ſhe 
was told that you was gone for a few days 
into the country. This threw her into 
a freſh uneaſineſs. The repugnance ſhe 
had always obſerved in you to a religi- 
- ous life, gave her a ſuſpicion that this 
pretended jaunt was only a cloak to a 
real elopement. To come at the truth 
ſhe enquired which way you was gone, 
but no one could give her any account. 
This occaſion'd new alarms, new enqui- 
ee . | | 'y; = 
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. ries, but all to no purpoſe ; all Liifboh 
was ſearched for you, and in Beer | 
bringing you back the ſooner, ſhe cauſed 
the news of your brother's death to be 
made public, and her intention of taking 
you from the convent, getting you abſol- 
ved from your vows, and procuring you an 
huſband and an handſome ſettlement. 
This was the whole talk of the city 
when I arrived there. Judge, lovely 
| Conſtantia, what muſt have been my 
joy to have returned at a juncture ſo 
favourable to my love; I immediately 
flew to your mother's houſe, where T 
found her in all the agonies of a ſincere 
83 I had no longer any reaſon to 


doubt of it when I ſaw her burſt into 4 


tears at the mention of your name. 


Alas ! ſhe cry'd, I deſerve to loſe her 


fince I had the cruelty to ſacrifice her to 
my ambition. It is T who have re- 
duced her to the deplorable condition 
ſhe is now in. Ah! perhaps deſpair has 
before this made her Have pa- 
tience, madam, faid I, interrupting her, 
your daughter is too virtuous and too 
noble of mind ever to do any thing un- 
3 of her birth and honor. Be per- 


ſuaded that to whatever place ſhe 


i retired, the is ſafe from all dan- 
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. or the. ſaſpicion of it. You would 
de convinced of this did you know the 
22 who have given her an aſylum.” 


. What do I hear, "Cacher, ſaid Iſabella, 


In a tranſport of joy, is it, oh ! is it poſ- 
ſible that you ihould know where my 
dear child is?“ 

I told her that I did, and that would 
even engage to reſtore you to her, provid- 
ed that ſhe would accept of the Count of 
-Bellacina for a ſon-in-law. It is an alli- 
ance, ſaid I, not unworthy of you. He 
is 4 young gentleman of a large fortune 
and of a noble family, and you cannot 
be ignorant that your daughter and he 
loved each other with tenderneſs. Alas! 
I know it too well, reply'd your mother, 
but perhaps you are not informed that 


this young nobleman has not been heard 


of for theſe three years paſt; would to 


heaven I could find him out, and that 
he would accept of my daughter's hand.” 


I turned my head aſide and taking off 
. beard, deſired her to look a little 
ſteadfaſtly at me. Ah! my lord, cry'd 


me, the inſtant ſhe knew me, is it poſſible 


you could have kept yourſelf all this while 


- concealed from my eyes? But who could 
ever have known you again in this diſ- 
1 e 42 1 told her my reaſons for ap- 
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pearing before her in that dreſs, and: E ; 
quainted her with the Whole Rory 9 Y 


your elopement, with which ſhe was fo 
much affected that ſhe promiſed inſtant- 
ly to obtain my pardon, and the 
abrogation of your vows. The effect 
you ſee has immediately followed the 
promiſe, and I have now the joy to 
behold myſelf on the point of poffeſſing 
the object of all my wiſhes. Your mo- 
ther gives her conſent to our marriage, . 


and is coming hither in perſon to put the 


final concluſion to it, and to return het 
thanks to Donna Victoria and ſenior Ra- 
nucio for the friendſhips they have ſhewn 
to you, I left her at about a mile's 
diſtance and flew hither before her to be 
the joyful meſſenger of theſe happy 
tidings. - 

Scarce had Don Henrique? finiſhed his 
relation, when we ſaw Ifabella come in. 
Conſtantia no ſooner perceived her cha- 
riot enter the court-yard, than ſhe flew 
to meet her, and embraced: her with the 

utmoſt tenderneſs. Donna Iſabella melt- 
ed into tears at ſeeing her daughter again, 
and expreſſed the greateſt ſorrow and con- - 
trition for what had paſſed. Nothing 
Was now talked of but joy, love, and 
wedlock. The nuptials of Conſtantias 
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0 greg for the following week, but 


2 Bom Henriquez, impatient to poſleſs his 
E- lovely. ſpouſe, could not brook fo long 
delay, and Ed on Iſabella to ſhorten 
the time., In fact her only reaſon for de. 


ferring the ceremony ſo long was, her 


being willing to have it performed in 


Liſbon, to avoid giving trouble to 


= Henna. Victoria; but that lady hav- 


aſſured her that it would be do- 


5 yr her. the greateſt honor and pleaſure, 
it was performed the enſuing day, after 
which our two lovers, now completely 
bappy, returned their thanks to Donna 
S Victoria and myſelf, and ſet out with 


N mother for Liſbon. Eu 
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